WHY SOME PEOPLE DIE WITHOUT THE LORD

ROMANS 10:13-17

INTRODUCTION – ROM. 10:13-17 - For "whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved."  How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is written: "How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, Who bring glad tidings of good things!"  But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, "Lord, who has believed our report?"  So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God
Why do some not obey the gospel and die without the Lord?  This is a good question and one that is worthy of our study.  This question demands our consideration because thousands die each day without Jesus as their Savior.  It also demands our attention because it should make a good impression on us as the children of God that our salvation is something we must work on continuously – PHIL.2:12 - Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling;
To work out our salvation with fear and trembling implies that we can lose our soul which denies the doctrine of once saved always saved.  We cannot just drift into heaven, but we can easily drift into Hell – HEB. 2:1-3 - Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the things we have heard, lest we drift away. 2 For if the word spoken through angels proved steadfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just reward, 3 how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who heard Him,
We should tremble when we consider the consequences of torment in Hell for eterniity1
THREE REASONS PEOPLE DIE WITHOUT THE LORD:
1. THEY MEET DEATH BEFORE THEY INTENDED – Death and its unpredictability make it a great tragedy for many people.

A. HEB. 9:27 – The scriptures are clear that it is appointed unto man once to die and after that the judgment, but we do not know when or how this is a danger even to some who wear the name of Christ.

B. JAMES 4:14 – Life is like a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes away – I.E. - Fog

C. HEB. 3:8-19 – We need to be careful lest we become like the children of Israel and allow our hearts to be hardened to sin.  Our attitude toward sin is often that I will take care of it in the future – sinning on the installment plan we intend on paying God back some day
D. ACTS 5:1-6 – Man cannot always choose his moment of repentance.  This example of Ananias & Sapphira shows us God is not obligated to grant us space to repent.
2. THEY HAVE A ZEAL FOR GOD BUT NOT ACCORDING TO KNOWLEDGE – 

A. ROM. 10:1-3 – This was the condition of the Jews in the time of Paul – Most in this day and time would scoff at the idea that god would condemn someone to an eternity in Hell because they lacked knowledge of the truth as long as they were sincere.

B. ACTS. 17:22-31 – God commands us to repent and he will not overlook our lack of knowledge.
C. 1 TIM. 4:16 – Teaching false doctrine will damn the soul of the teacher and those who gullibly receive the teaching.

D. 2 PET. 2:1-3 – The fate of those who cling to the heresies and feigned word of false teachers.

3. THEY DO NOT KNOW THERE IS A LORD – IGNORANCE – OF THE EXISTENCE OF GOD – 
A. PSA. 14:1 – They are ignorant of the existence of God – The fool has said in his heart "There is no God." They are corrupt, They have done abominable works, There is none who does good.   
B. ROM. 1:18-20 – Man is without excuse because God has made two of his attributes easy to be seen, his eternal power and divine nature through the creation of the world - For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19 because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. 20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse,
C. 2 THESS. 1:7-9 – It would be a terrible thing to die without the Lord - and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, 8 in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power
CONCLUSION – We should not want to die without the Lord.  If you are not in Christ do not wait any longer, just as Ananias told Saul– ACTS 22:16 - And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.
What is your condition today?  2 COR. 6:2 - For He says: "In an acceptable time I have heard you, And in the day of salvation I have helped you." Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation. 

Do not die without the Lord – REV. 14:11-13 - Verse 11 describes those who die without the Lord - And the smoke of their torment ascends forever and ever; and they have no rest day or night, who worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name. 12 Here is the patience of the saints; here are those who keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. 13 Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, "Write: 'Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on’. "Yes," says the Spirit, "that they may rest from their labors, and their works follow them." 

Verse 13 describes those who die in the Lord – what is your choice?
