WHY SOME TURN BACK INTO SPIRITUAL BONDAGE

2 PETER 2:9-22
INTRODUCTION  - TEXT - 2 PET. 2:9-22 we have the warning to believers to remain steadfast vs 20-22.  Why should this be such an area of concern for us as Christians?  Because once a Christian falls away and turns back into the world it is very difficult to get them to see the urgency of their need to repent – HEB. 6:1-6 – By turning back into spiritual bondage they crucify the Son of God afresh and put him to an open shame.  Heb Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ, let us go on to perfection, not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, 2 of the doctrine of baptisms, of laying on of hands, of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment. 3 And this we will do if God permits. 4 For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted the heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5 and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, 6 if they fall away, to renew them again to repentance, since they crucify again for themselves the Son of God, and put Him to an open shame.

We need to ask ourselves why does this happen? – Why do some choose to turn back into spiritual bondage?

1) TRUTH IS NARROW –

a. MATT. 7:13-14 – Christ said we must walk in this narrow way - "Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. 14 Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it. 
            b.
PHIL.4: 8 – God requires purity in our lives - Finally, brethren, whatever 

things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, 


whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things 


are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything 



praiseworthy--meditate on these things.
            c.   GAL. 5:19-21 – Leading pure lives we have to leave out such things as

                  dancing, immodest apparel, social drinking, for all these are works of the 

                  flesh.  Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, 


fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, 



contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, 



dissensions, heresies, 21 envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the 


like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, 


that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

      d.   1 COR. 15:58 - God wants and requires of His children their best effort 


Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always 



abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in 


vain in the Lord. 

      e.   Many people fall away from the truth, claiming it is too narrow and

                 compromise on the basis of achieving unity – 1 JN. 1:3-7 – Christ said

                 unity can only be obtained by walking in the light as he is in the light - that 

which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also may have 

fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with 


His Son Jesus Christ. 4 And these things we write to you that your joy 


may be full. 5 This is the message which we have heard from Him and 


declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. 6 If we 


say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and 


do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the 


light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ 

His Son cleanses us from all sin
Another reason people turn back into spiritual bondage is:

2) UNWILLINGNESS TO SACRIFICE – 

a. LUKE 9:23 - We have to deny our self and our desires often in order to serve Christ - Then He said to them all, "If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me
b. HEB.11: 24-26 - Some are just not willing to give up the pleasures of sin for a season - By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, 25 choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, 26 esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt; for he looked to the reward.
c. HEB. 13:5 - Covetousness is a problem - Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you have. For He Himself has said, "I will never leave you nor forsake you.
d. 2 PET. 2:9 - Giving up the lust of the flesh to things that bring us into bondage – Things addictive in nature  tobacco products – Nicotine, Use of alcohol – Addictive, Use of drugs – But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;
e. To the point of total commitment – ROM. 12:1-2 – Paul exhorts us to total 

Commitment – People would rather be of the mind to let’s see if things will work out – IE – marriage - I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 
f. Friendship with the world – JAMES 4:4 – Many who will not give up the

      friends of this world are often dragged away from the church by those

      living in and of the world - Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know 
that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore 
wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 
Also many turn back into spiritual bondage because they have:

3) NO DEPTH OF CONVICTION – 

a. Like the parable of the sower – MATT. 13:5,20-21 – Some fell on stony places, where they did not have much earth; and they immediately sprang up because they had no depth of earth.    20 But he who received the seed on stony places, this is he who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21 yet he has no root in himself, but endures only for a while. For when tribulation or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he stumbles.
b. No depth of conviction will cause us to be carried away with the error of the wicked – 2 PET. 3: 17 - You therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, beware lest you also fall from your own steadfastness, being led away with the error of the wicked;
c. Remain spiritual dwarfs – IE – HEB. 5:12-14 - For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food. 13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. 14 But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. 
d. Christ wants us to be filled with the fullness of God – EPH. 3:14-21 - For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 from whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, 16 that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man, 17 that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height-- 19 to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 20 Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us, 21 to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.
e. We are exhorted by Paul to study so we can have depth of conviction – PSA. 1:1-3 - Blessed is the man Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, Nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits in the seat of the scornful; 2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD, And in His law he meditates day and night. 3 He shall be like a tree Planted by the rivers of water, That brings forth its fruit in its season, Whose leaf also shall not wither; And whatever he does shall prosper. 
Another reason for turning back to the world is:

4) JUST PLAIN LAZY -  

a. 1 COR. 3:9 – Notice we are to be laborers together with God - For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, you are God's building. 
b. We are created in Christ to do good works – EPH. 2:8-10 - For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast. 10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them. 
c. We must be zealous of good works – TITUS 2:13-14 - looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works. 
d. If we are lazy we can not be a good example for others – PHIL. 2:12-15 – Many prefer to let the other fellow do it, after all he can do a better job than I can - Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure. 14 Do all things without complaining and disputing, 15 that you may become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world,
Another reason Christians go back into spiritual bondage is:

5) DECEIVED BY THE DOCTRINES OF MAN – 

a. 1 JN. 4:1 - We should not believe every spirit - Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 
b. ACTS 17:11 – How is something tested?  These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so. 
c. COL. 2:8- We can be spoiled by the traditions and philosophies of man - Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ.
d. GAL. 6:7-9 - We should not let Satan deceive us to think we shall escape from our sin and the consequences of it - Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. 8 For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life. 9 And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.
And for our concluding point we will notice that some go back into spiritual bondage because of:

6) SELFISH MOTIVES - I want to serve God my way and maintain my independence

a. EPH. 6:10-18 - Some Christians think they can whip the devil alone - Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 14 Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 16 above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. 17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; 18 praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints--
b. 1 COR. 10:12 - If I become over confident, I fall away - Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.
c. PHIL. 4:13 - Example of Paul - I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.
d. JER. 10:23 - We must realize that it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps - O LORD, I know the way of man is not in himself; It is not in man who walks to direct his own steps. 
CONCLUSION – Let it be our goal to say with the Apostle Paul - 2 TIM. 4: 7-8 – “I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith.
