WHY WITHDRAW FROM THE DISORDERLY?

2 THESSALONIANS 3:6 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Discipline is not something that most people view in a positive way.  Yet, discipline is needed in order for any organization or institution to run smoothly (business, home, schools, clubs) and it is no different when it comes to the Lord’s church.

God in his wisdom has given us authority thru his word to exercise discipline – MATT. 28:18-20 – Matthew clearly tells us Jesus has all authority and we are to observe and teach all that he has commanded.  And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Amen.
Discipline is one of those subjects discussed in God’s word, which we must follow.

Following thru with discipline as outlined in the Bible is a test of our love for God – JN. 14:15 – “If you love me keep my commandments.” – It is also a test of our friendship with God - JN. 15:14 – “You  are my friends, if you do whatsoever I command you.” 

We must emphasize the point that 2 THESS. 3:6 is a command and cannot be overlooked or set aside - But we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you withdraw from every brother who walks disorderly and not according to the tradition which he received from us.
The teaching of the apostle Paul is binding because it has the authority of Christ – GAL. 1:11-12

WHY DOES CHRIST AUTHORIZE US TO WITHDRAW FROM THE DISORDERLY?   

1. SALVATION OF SOULS – The brother in sin is worth saving.

a. LUKE 19:10 – for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost." This sums up the very reason Christ left heaven and came to earth.  The souls of mankind are very precious to the savior. The question for us is; Are the souls of our brethren precious to us?

b. JAMES 5:19-20 – Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from the truth, and someone turns him back, 20 let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save a soul from death and cover a multitude of sins. If this process of withdrawing cause a sinner to repent then a soul is saved from death.  Discipline is administered not to be vindictive but to save a soul, it is a method of urging one to repent.

c. 1 COR. 5:1-5 – It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and such sexual immorality as is not even named among the Gentiles--that a man has his father's wife! 2 And you are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he who has done this deed might be taken away from among you. 3 For I indeed, as absent in body but present in spirit, have already judged (as though I were present) him who has so done this deed. 4 In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when you are gathered together, along with my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, 5 deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus  Why did Paul instruct the Corinthians to deliver such a one to Satan?  That his spirit or soul might be saved in the Day of Judgment and that the impenitent transgressor will know that you believe his fellowship with God is broken and needs to be restored.

2. CONSTANT REMINDER – When discipline is administered and the erring brother withdrawn from it is a constant reminder to him that he is living in sin.

a. 2 PET. 2:20-22 – For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and overcome, the latter end is worse for them than the beginning. 21 For it would have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered to them. 22 But it has happened to them according to the true proverb: "A dog returns to his own vomit," and, "a sow, having washed, to her wallowing in the mire." Peter says those who go back into the world are wallowing in the mire of sin and it stinks.  The sinner needs to reminded of the consequences of sin.

b. ROM. 6:23 –For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.   Sin pays lousy wages – death.

c. 1 JN. 1:7-9 – But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  Public denouncement of their unrepented sin will serve to remind them that neither God nor his people can fellowship sin.

d. 2 THESS. 3:14 –And if anyone does not obey our word in this epistle, note that person and do not keep company with him, that he may be ashamed.  Hopefully this constant reminder will cause the erring brother to be ashamed and repent.

3. INSTILL FEAR – HEARTS – They need to be fearful of dying in this sinful condition. 

a. ACTS 5:1-11 – Discipline from God – What happened when God punished Ananias and Sapphira?  Great fear came upon the church!  It served as a wakeup call to the brethren! I can just hear people today saying fear should not be used to motivate brethren as it is a negative thing.

b. ACTS 5:11-14 – The church grew after this incident.

c. HEB. 10:23-31 – It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.  Hopefully as we put discipline into practice the brother in sin will consider repenting of his sin so that he will not fear the vengeance of God.

d. HEB. 12:28 – Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by which we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear. We are to serve God with reverence and Godly fear and that is what we hope our brother will once again decide to do.

4. REMOVE DANGER – By withdrawing from the erring we remove the danger of sin in the local church.

a. GAL. 5:9 – A little leaven leavens the whole lump – In every day language sin and its effects spreads quickly.

b. 1 COR. 5:13 – But those who are outside God judges. Therefore "put away from yourselves the evil person."  We must put away from among ourselves the sinner or they will have a damaging influence on others.  I.E. – Snake in your house – DANGER - Are you going to have it removed?  Sure you are!  If the impenitent sinner is not removed brethren will grow indifferent, lax and cold.

5. REPENTANCE IS NECESSARY – Repentance is commanded and is necessary for everyone in sin to receive forgiveness.

a. 2 PET. 3:9 – The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance. The Lord does not want any to perish but in order to avoid destruction those in sin must repent, it is not optional.

b. 2 COR. 7:10- For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation, not to be regretted; but the sorrow of the world produces death. Godly sorrow is truly needed for biblical repentance.

c. JN. 8:21 – Then Jesus said to them again, "I am going away, and you will seek Me, and will die in your sin. Where I go you cannot come. If we die in our sin where God is we cannot go.

d. ACTS 8:22 – Repent therefore of this your wickedness, and pray God if perhaps the thought of your heart may be forgiven you. This is why Peter told Simon to “Repent”
6. SHOW OUR LOVE – By exercising discipline and withdrawing from the disorderly we declare our love to the erring brother.

a. 1 JN. 5:1-4 – Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves Him who begot also loves him who is begotten of Him. 2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and keep His commandments. 3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome. 4 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world--our faith.   If we love God we must keep his commandments and one of them is to withdraw from the disorderly.

b. HEB. 12: 5-7 – And you have forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as to sons: "My son, do not despise the chastening of the LORD, Nor be discouraged when you are rebuked by Him;  6 For whom the LORD loves He chastens, And scourges every son whom He receives." 7 If you endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom a father does not chasten?   The Lord chastens those whom he loves.  Withdrawing is not vindictive nor is it to be used in any way for personal retaliation, but is in a deeper sense a way we show love for our brethren and their soul.

7. TAUGHT NOT TO BLASPHEME – When we withdraw from brethren they will learn not to speak in such a way to hurt God by false teaching and speaking evil of him, but they will also realize they cannot live in such a way as to hurt God by going back into a life of sin.

a. 1 TIM. 1:18-20 - This charge I commit to you, son Timothy, according to the prophecies previously made concerning you, that by them you may wage the good warfare, 19 having faith and a good conscience, which some having rejected, concerning the faith have suffered shipwreck, 20 of whom are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I delivered to Satan that they may learn not to blaspheme. Hymenaeus and Alexander were delivered to Satan because sin made shipwreck of their faith.

b. 2 TIM. 2:16-18 - But shun profane and idle babblings, for they will increase to more ungodliness. 17 And their message will spread like cancer. Hymenaeus and Philetus are of this sort, 18 who have strayed concerning the truth, saying that the resurrection is already past; and they overthrow the faith of some.  False teachers cannot be given a platform for delivering their man made doctrines that conflict with truth.

8. KEEP THE CHURCH PURE – We withdraw from the disorderly to maintain purity in the church.

a. 1 PET. 1:22-23 – Peter tells us how to maintain purity. Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart, 23 having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever, 
b. MATT. 5:8 – Why is purity important?  Because only the pure in heart shall see God.  Blessed are the pure in heart, For they shall see God. 
c. EPH. 5:25-27 – God intends for the church to remain pure.  Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, 26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish
CONCLUSION – These are just some of the reasons God wants us to withdraw from the disorderly.  The church is the bride of Christ and he wants it to remain pure, without spot or wrinkle.  Are you a spot, a wrinkle, a blemish because of sin?  Sin spots our lives and causes us to be separated from God, but God has provided a spot remover – the blood of Jesus Christ.  If you are in sin take care of it today!  Do not make your brethren take steps toward withdrawing from you – REPENT!!!!   Today!

