WHY?

JUDGES 6:12-15 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Why is a question that is often asked in our society today.  Sometimes it irritates adults when young people ask the why question, but we must realize that old and young alike ask this question universally.  You might say it is not a question for Christians but it is still one that is asked when tragedy strikes and our worst nightmares come true.  When we ask the question, why we are not asking in general terms but we are specifically asking – Why Now?  Why Me?  Why This?

It is a question that has been asked thru the ages as it was asked by Gideon of old – JUDGES 6:12-15 – TEXT – “If the Lord be with us, why then is all this befallen us?”

On the road to faith sometimes th3e biggest obstacle we must overcome is the evil that is in the world.  The problem is usually stated something like this – 

1.) I cannot believe in a God that allows innocent children to be struck down by a drunk driver or 

2.) I cannot believe in a God that would allow terrorist to fly two jets into the twin towers and kill thousands of innocent people.

For some people the fact that there is evil in the world is evidence enough for them that there is no God even though God is the one who warns us to not be involved in evil – ROM. 12:9 – “Abhor that which is evil and cleave to that which is good.”  - 2 THESS. 5:22 – “Abstain from every form or appearance of evil.”

Philosophically this is called the problem of compatibility.  It is when someone who sees all our technological break through and advances in our society and yet they cannot reconcile the fact that evil is so prevalent in our world and that God is a God of goodness, mercy and truth. – MATT. 19:16-17 – God is good – JAMES 1:17 – Good gifts come from God because he is good

It is not the atheist who has the problem with evil, because the atheist believes there is no God so everything that happens does so by mere chance or accident.  

It is the person who believes in God or wants to believe in God that has the problem with evil that we are considering in our study.

What do we say to people who claim they cannot believe in a God who would allow terrible things to happen, so they can come to faith?

FOUR CONSIDERATIONS – Of what to say to people who have this attitude:

1. GOD DID NOT CAUSE EVIL – It is not a product of the creator it is a product of the creature  - I.E. – Adam and Eve – GEN. 3:1-6 – Evil is the result of man’s bad choice and God is not to blame.  Everything God provided for man in the garden was good.  Then some might ask why didn’t God make man so he could not make a bad choice.  Which leads to our 2nd point

2. GOD GAVE MAN THE ABILITY TO CHOOSE – ROM. 6:16-18 - God gave man freewill because God is love – It is the nature of love to seek a loving response from the one you love.

I.E. – Boy seeking out first girlfriend – Why? Because we desire a loving response to our love and we do not wish to be hurt unnecessarily. 

Love cannot be forced or coerced.  You cannot make someone love you they have to choose to love you.  That alone is why God did not make us as robots that must respond in love.  

God loved us so much he was willing to give us freewill even knowing that when he gave it to us we could and would use it against Him instead of expressing love toward Him.  

I.E. - Look at the parent child relationship.  Parents enter into this relationship knowing full well that even when they shower that child with love and affection it might grow up and break their heart.

God wants his children to also respond lovingly to his love.

Why couldn’t God give man freewill without man having to suffer the terrible consequences of using that it improperly?

That leads to our 3rd point.

3. FREEWILL CANNOT EXIST IN ISOLATION FROM CONSEQUENCES – Freewill and consequences are inseparably bound together.  You can choose to be a servant of sin but that decision will lead to death – ROM. 6:23 – I.E. – Child making a bad choice of playing with matches.  We can tell them not to do that (play with matches) over and over but until there are consequences you will be raising a monster.  

If God overlooked the bad choices that we make and there were no consequences for them then we would become a moral monster.  Maturity comes when we bear responsibility for our actions.  Some would say we understand responsibility for our actions, but why does God let things get out of hand. Why?  6 million Jews killed by the Nazi party; Why?  Incurable cancer.

4. GOD DOES LIMIT THE EFFECT OF EVIL – I believe that God limits the effects of man’s sinful choices and if he did not do so we would have already wiped ourselves out.  How does god limit evil?  By the things he has put into place – Government, Family, Church. – ROM. 13:1-5.  In providential ways that we do not understand I believe that god works to hold down the effect of man’s sinful choices.  These four points show logically and rationally how a good God can exist in a universe where bad things happen and evil exists!

WHY DO THE RIGHTEOUS SUFFER?

1. DOCTRINE OF ELIPHAZ – JOB 1:1 – The story of Job – He lost his 7 sons and 3 daughters he lost his oxen and asses his camels and sheep and his help meet is no help at all she says curse God and die.  3 friends come and sit with him and speak not a word for 7 days as they know his grief is so great.

a. JOB 4:7 – Eliphaz begins to speak and lays out his major premise (doctrine of Eliphaz) in this verse that bad things do not happen to good people.

i. Minor Premise - Look Job at all the bad things that have happened to you.

ii. JOB 22:5 – Conclusion – Job you are being punished for your sins and that is why you are suffering!  Many people fall prey to the doctrine of Eliphaz today.  When something bad in your life happens it means you are being punished by God for what you have done.

b. ACTS 28:2-6 – They thought Paul was a murderer, Why?  A snake bit him.  Later they thought Paul was a God, Why? Because he did not die when bitten by the viper.   Lesson from this do not put a lot of stock in what people think about you because they were not right either time.

c. JN. 9:3 – What does Christ have to say about the doctrine of Eliphaz.  The man was blind from birth and the disciples automatically concluded someone had sinned.  The disciples bought into the doctrine of Eliphaz.  Their conclusion was wrong listen to what Jesus says – “Neither this man nor his parents have sinned.”  Sin is not the cause.

d. LUKE 13:1-5 – There are two types of evil that perpetuated by man and accidents or acts of God.  Notice what Jesus said suppose ye the Galileans were sinners above all because they suffered such things – I tell you nay!  They did not die because they were worse sinners – Jesus said if you believe that you have got it wrong!  If you do not repent then you will also perish.

The question is not really why do bad things happen to good people but rather why do-good things ever happen to us who are bad (sinners).  If the doctrine of Elephaz was really true then we would all be punished for our sins and nothing good would ever happen to anyone because we all deserve to be punished for our sins.

When you think about me in the Bible who suffered the most who comes to mind  - Men like Job, Men like Jesus. Men like Paul they did not suffer because they were the worst of men they suffered because they were the best of men.  The doctrine of Eliphaz is not valid!

2. POPULAR THEORY – About suffering is that God is either a good God who is not powerful or strong enough to stop this evil or He is powerful enough to do so but not good enough to do so “When Bad Things Happen to Good People” Written by a Jewish Rabbi.  

a. Good God – Weak

b. Powerful God  - not good

c. This does not describe the God of the Bible. – JN. 10:11 – Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.”  The Bible not only says that God is good it says he is omnipotent – MATT. 28:18 – “All power is given unto me in heaven and earth.”
3. WHAT IS THE BIBLE ANSWER – to the questions WHY NOW?  WHY THIS and WHY ME?

a. MATT. 7:24 – The wise man founded his house upon a rock.   Is your house founded upon a rock?  The house did not fall because it was founded upon a rock.

i. X-Rays show a tumor

ii. Knock on the door – Police – accident

iii. Work – Pink slip

iv. Do you know what the answer is that the Bible gives us to the question – WHY? It is faith – Hear my words  - do them – trust me – believe that I know what I am doing – do not quit – do not throw in the towel – Hang on you can ride out the storm – God wants us to believe in Him and trust him so we can stand and not fall as the house built on the sand.

v. Faith is that which strengthens our environment so that no storm, trial or temptation can knock us down.

b. ROM. 5:6-8 – The answer is not just faith but also knowing that God loves us.  What people need to know the most when they are suffering is that God loves them.

i. Vs. 7 – I am not in this verse

ii. Vs. 6 – That is you and that is me

iii. Vs. 8 – God commended his love toward us – Why did he do that?  God’s love is not self evident – His power and his wisdom are but he knew man would raise his fist to heaven and say I cannot believe in a God who would allow this to happen to me.

iv. JN. 3:16 – God made a once for all demonstration of his love – I have only one son (Brad) and I do not want him dying for anyone.

v. ROM. 8:35-38 – Paul knew what God did at Calvary – He knew the love that God made manifest by giving his Son and because of that he could say if I lost my job (Pharisee) if the government arrested me, and violated my civil rights (Jerusalem) if I lost my health (thorn in the flesh) all that would not convince me that God does not love me.

CONCLUSION – What people need to know when they are hurting is that God loves them.  God wants us to come to the point of faith where we can lose it all and still be standing.  There is not a thing in this life that we have that cannot be taken from us by storm, disease, betrayal, or death.  

We need to get to the point where we like Jesus can say “nevertheless not my will but thine be done” or like Paul who said 2 COR. 12:9 - “Most gladly therefore will I glory in my infirmities.”

We must never forget when we are hurting or suffering that one was sent from heaven fro you – HEB. 5:8-9 – When you wonder if Jesus cares – Oh, yes he cares I know he cares.

God bless those who are suffering those whoa re at the end of the rope and have tied a knot and are holding on.

If you are a Christian the worst suffering ever known to man purchased your redemption.  At the cross Christ was at work for you and me. You can be washed in the blood of Christ today – ACTS 22:16
