WICKEDNESS
JAMES 1:21 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Wickedness is rampant in the world in which we live.  As Christians we have specific instructions from the word of God as to how we are to deal with wickedness.  Listen to James the brother of our Lord - JAMES 1:21 -  Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.

James instructs us it is something that must be laid aside.  Paul is even more descriptive in how we are to handle wickedness – COL. 3:5-10 - Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience, 7 in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them. 8 But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, 10 and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him,
We need to put to death wickedness so we can save our souls.  We might well ask the question, “What is involved in wickedness?”  This will be our study today.
PUTTING WICKEDNESS TO DEATH:
I. PREJUDICE – prokrima NT:4299 denotes "prejudging" (akin to prokrino, "to judge beforehand"), 1 Tim 5:21, RV, "prejudice" (marg., "preference"), preferring one person, another being put aside, by unfavorable judgment due to partiality.

We might define it as one who has a haughty spirit.
A. JAMES 2:1-9 – Partiality or respect of persons.

B. LUKE 18:10-14 – An example of prejudice with the Pharisee and publican.  The Pharisee promoted prejudice by trying to reason things out.
C. ACTS 10:34-35 – Peter learned God is no respecter of persons.

D. ROM. 12:16 – We can easily become prejudice when we think to highly of our self.

E. PROV. 16:18 – We need to heed the warning of the wise man.  A haughty spirit will cause us to fall.  Prejudice is a lock on the door of a closed mind.
II. LASCIVIOUSNESS – aselgeia NT:766 denotes "excess, licentiousness, absence of restraint, indecency, wantonness" Often defined as lude or filthy conduct. The prominent idea is shameless conduct.
A. GAL. 5:19-21 – Those who engage in wild lude and filthy conduct will not inherit the kingdom of God.

B. EPH. 4:17-20 – Do not walk as these people walk in the lasciviousness of their mind.

C. MARK 7:21-23 – All wickedness begins in our mind.

D. 1 PETER 4:1-5 – Christians cannot live this type of life and make a positive impact on those who observe our life style.

E. ECCL. 5:1- Fools do not even consider that they do evil.
III. COVETOUSNESS – pleonexia NT:4124, "covetousness," lit., "a desire to have more" (pleon, "more," echo, "to have"), always in a bad sense, is used in a general way in Mark 7:22 (plural, lit., "covetings," i. e., various ways in which "covetousness" shows itself); Rom 1:29; Eph 5:3; 1 Thess 2:5. Elsewhere it is used, (a) of material possessions, Luke 12:15; 2 Peter 2:3; 2 Cor 9:5 (RV, "extortion"), lit., "as (a matter of) extortion" i. e., a gift which betrays the giver's unwillingness to bestow what is due; (b) of sensuality, Eph 4:19, "greediness"; Col 3:5.  Commonly defined as the inordinate desire to have the material things of life.
A. LUKE 12:15 – Those who only want to grab the physical things of life.  They become obsessed with the desire to obtain the material things of this life.

B. EX. 20:17 – God from the very beginning has instructed us to not covet the things of our neighbors.

C. EPH. 5:1-5 – We cannot be imitators of God and walk after the example that Christ left us if we are covetous.  To be covetous is to also be an idolater. 

D. COL. 3:5 – Paul instructs us to put to death covetous which is idolatry.

E. JN. 10:10 – Jesus came seeking what was in the best interest of others – the abundant life.
IV. MALICIOUSNESS – kakia NT:2549, "badness in quality" (the opposite of arete, "excellence"), "the vicious character generally" (Lightfoot), is translated "malice" in 1 Cor 5:8; 14:20; Eph 4:31; Col 3:8; Titus 3:3; 1 Peter 2:1, KJV (RV, "wickedness"; marg., "malice"); "maliciousness" in Rom 1:29; in 1 Peter 2:16, KJV (RV, "wickedness"; marg., "malice"). Elsewhere, Matt 6:34; Acts 8:22; James 1:21 (RV marg., "malice"). See EVIL, B, No. 1.  Note: In 2 John 10, KJV, poneros, "evil, wicked" (see EVIL, A. No. 2) is translated "malicious" (RV, "wicked").  Defined as evil and sin with malice and forethought.
A. ROM. 1:28-32 – The Gentiles refused the knowledge of God they had and lived in evil and sin as a matter of their own choice.

B. EPH. 4:28-32 – If we allow malice to abide in our hearts then our communication will be corrupted.
C. TITUS 3:3-5 – We once lived in malice and envy but we should no longer live that way.

D. MATT. 7:12 – The golden rule.  Do we want men to treat us maliciously?

E. 3 JN. 8-10 – Example of a malicious person

CONCLUSION – 

If we are to grow spiritually we must remove wickedness from our lives. (Lay it aside)
We must also receive with meekness the word of God which is able to save our souls.

Where do you stand?
