WILL WE BE FOUND WANTING?

DANIEL 5:27
INTRODUCTION – Daniel records the great feast given by Belshazzar when the handwriting was seen on the wall. He was able to interrupt the writing inscribed by the finger that appeared and give the meaning of the message.  We remember that Nebuchadnezzar had taken the gold and silver vessels from the Temple in Jerusalem.   During his feast Belshazzar was drinking wine from the very same gold and silver vessels that had been in the Temple.  

Do you remember the reaction of Belshazzar?  DAN. 5:1-6
Daniel gives the interpretation of the handwriting on the wall in DAN. 5:26-28 – We want to focus on the phrase, “You have been weighed in the balances and found wanting.”

If God were to weigh us in his balances today would we be found wanting?

WEIGHED AND FOUND WANTING:

I. PURITY OF OUR LIVES – 

A. TITUS 2:7-8, 11-12 – .Do we show a pattern of good works in our life? Our lives need to be different from the lives of those who live in the world and for the things of this world.

B. COL. 3:1-2 – If my mind is on heaven and not in the gutter then I will be able to maintain a pure heart and mind.

C. ROM. 12:1-2 – We must not conform to this world but allow our mind to be renewed (transformed) by God.

D. 2 TIM.2:22 – Who will call on the Lord with a pure heart?   Only those who pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace!!!   What are we pursuing in our lives?
II. EFFECTIVENESS OF OUR INFLUENCE – 

A. 1 PET. 2:9-12 – How effective our influence will be is determined by our conduct?
B. 1 COR. 10:31 – Do I strive to give glory to God in everything I do?

C. REV. 14:13 – If we die in the Lord our good influence can live on.
D. HEB. 11:4 – I.E. – Abel – Though he is dead his faith and the excellence of his sacrifice still speaks.

III. IN OUR SPEECH – 

A. COL. 4:5-6 – Do we show by our speech we are walking in wisdom toward those outside the body of Christ?

B. EPH. 4:29-31 – Our words should not be corrupt, but rather they should be words that edify.

C. MATT. 12:36-37 – How important are the words we speak?   We will be judged based on those words.

D. ACTS 24:24-25 – What is the best thing we can do with our words?  I.E. – Apostle Paul used his words to teach the gospel to Felix.

IV. IN OUR WILLINGNESS TO FORGIVE OTHERS – 

A. MATT. 6:14-15 – We must forgive others in order to receive forgiveness for ourselves.

B. MATT. 18:21-22 – The time to forgive seems to be unlimited but it is based upon certain conditions.

C. LUKE 17:3-4 – Rebuke and repentance are required in order for forgiveness to be extended.

D. EPH. 4:32 – We must be willing to extend forgiveness to a brother because we desire the forgiveness of God.

V. EFFORTS TO SAVE SOULS – 

A. MATT. 28:18-20 – Do we obey the great commissions as given by Mathew and Mark?  And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Amen.
B. MARK 16:15-16 – And He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned. 

C. 2 TIM. 2:2 – Note what Paul instructed Timothy to teach to Christians - And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.
D. HEB. 5:12 – How much time have you had to prepare to teach others?  Are you teaching?   For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food. 

E. ROM. 1:16 – The gospel only saves when it is obeyed and it cannot be obeyed if it is not taught.  Are we ashamed of the gospel?

CONCLUSION – 

God will weigh us all in the balances of his justice.

God will weigh us according to his word.

God will weigh us according to our ways.

Will we be found wanting?

