WISDOM REVEALED FROM JAMES – 9
JAMES 2:12-13

INTRODUCTION – As we began a study of James chapter 2 we saw that James was dealing with inconsistencies in the lives of brethren.  James points out that it is inconsistent to show partiality or respect of persons and to embrace Jesus Christ as our Lord.  In our text he states there will be a day of judgment.  Since judgment is inevitable we need to clear up the inconsistencies in our lives as we will desire the mercy of God and then we need to extend mercy to others

The purpose of this lesson is to examine what the Bible teaches about judgment and mercy.
JAMES 2:12-13 - So speak and so do as those who will be judged by the law of liberty. 13 For judgment is without mercy to the one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment. 

JUDGMENT AND MERCY:
I. THE STANDARD OF JUDGMENT – 

A. JAMES 2:12 – The law of liberty.   The perfect law of liberty. This law can set us free but it can also condemn us.
B. JN. 12:48 – We will be judged by the words of Christ.  I.E. – We know that we will be judged to be worthy of receiving a drivers license by the Florida handbook.   So what do we do so we can pass the test?  We read, we study, we review the handbook so we can become familiar with what will be required of us
C. ROM. 2:16 – We will be judged by the gospel since we live in the gospel dispensation.  We know what the standard will be so that we are without excuse.

II. BASIS OF JUDGMENT – 

A. JAMES 2:12 – We will be judged based on what we say and what we do.  Judgment will be pronounced regarding our words and actions.

B. MATT. 12:36-37 – Jesus, who will be the judge, tells us the basis of our judgment will be our words.  Do we guard our tongue carefully?   James will elaborate on the importance of doing so later in his epistle.

C. 2 COR. 5:10 – Paul warns the Christians at Corinth that they will be judged by the things done in their body – their works.  So will we!!!

D. REV. 20:11-12 – When the books are opened on judgment day we will be judged according to our works.

E. ROM. 2:6-11 – Judgment Day will be a time for receiving the righteous and sentencing the lost.
III. MERCY – Literally means, “having pity or compassion for those who are in distress.” If we desire mercy then we must be willing to extend mercy.  Remember judgment is coming.
A. 1 PET. 3:8 – Mercy must be a characteristic that we possess as a child of God.

B. 1 PET. 1:3 – We must be merciful because God is merciful and we are seeking to imitate his nature.

C. HEB. 2:17 – Showing mercy is absolutely necessary if we claim to follow Christ and are seeking to follow his example.

D. TITUS 3:5 – The only way salvation is possible for you and me is because of the mercy that Christ made available by his sacrifice – the shedding of his blood.

E. MATT. 25:41-45 – Jesus teaches us those who extend mercy to those in this life will be extended mercy in the next life.  Jesus is instructing us in “How to be merciful to others.”

F. LUKE 10:25-37 – Mercy is illustrated by the account of the “good Samaritan.”

G. MATT. 18:23-25 – The showing and extension of mercy is closely connected to forgiveness.   The bottom line is do you desire forgiveness?
CONCLUSION – James is instructing us so we can be ready.
Are you ready for judgment?

Do you extend mercy?

Do you desire mercy?

