WISE AND FAITHFUL STEWARDSHIP

LUKE 12:35-44 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – God requires us as stewards to be faithful.  If we are faithful there are certain things that we will be involved in.

A faithful and wise steward of God will:

1. USE THEIR TIME WISELY – EPH. 5:15-17 – Is there any area that presents more  problems for as God’s children than properly managing our time.  We need to redeem the time we are given to serve God in this life.

A. Example – Jesus – LUKE 2:40-52 – Jesus at this early age already understood the importance of time spent in his Fathers work

B. Are we using our time wisely? – 2 TIM. 2:15 – Study to become prepared to become teachers of God’s word – HEB. 5:12-14 – They had not used their time wisely – Elders, why are there not enough qualified men – 1 TIM. 3:1-2
2. WE HAVE TO EXERCISE OUR ABILITY -   MATT. 25:14-30 – Parable of

 the talents – The one condemned was the one who did not use his talent.

A. God has given each of us ability – 1 PET. 4:10-11 – 

Ability + Opportunity=Responsibility

B. Example – The early disciples exercised their ability – ACTS 11:27-29
3. WE WILL WISELY USE OUR TONGUE – 1 PET. 3:10-12 – God is noticing

 if we as his people are good stewards over our tongue. 

A. James is addressing his epistle to the brethren and in it he warns them of the dangers of the tongue – JAMES 3:1-12
B. What type of speech do we have?

1.) PSA. 35:28 – The type that declares the righteousness of God

2.) MATT. 26:69-75 – The speech of denial

3.) PROV. 15:1-4 – The tongue of the wise

4.) MATT. 12:34-37 – The words form my tongue are a reflection of what is in my heart – Our words will justify or condemn us!

4. WE WILL SEEK OPPORTUNITIES TO DO GOOD – GAL.. 6:10 – As

individuals we have to create opportunity and we have to be motivated by love for others.  Some Christians never see the opportunity to help someone in need, to visit the sick or shut-in, to teach someone the gospel or to help restore the erring.

A. Example those gathered at judgment – MATT. 25:42-46 – Notice they never saw the opportunities before them

B. Parable of the good Samaritan – LUKE 10:30-37 – The Samaritan saw the opportunity that the priest and Levite did not see

5. WE WILL BE ABLE TO RIGHTLY DIVIDE THE WORD OF GOD –

1 COR. 4:1-2 – Are we faithful stewards of the mysteries of God that are now clearly revealed in this day and time?

A. We can handle God’s word improperly – 2 PET. 3:15-16
B. Paul warns us against handling the word of God deceitfully – 2 COR. 4:1-5
C. We must be careful using this two-edged sword – HEB. 4:12 – We should study so we can use the sword of the spirit which is the word of God – EPH. 6:17
6. WE WILL BE GOOD STEWARDS OF OUR HEARTS AND MINDS – 

1 CHRON. 16:11-15 – We should saturate our hearts and minds with God’s word

WHY?

A. God’s word protects our hearts and minds – ISA. 26:1-4 – If we trust in the Lord he will be our strength

B. Paul warned the Ephesian brethren about allowing their hearts to be darkened – EPH. 4:17-24 – We need to walk in our new man!

C. Heed the warning of the wise man – PROV. 4:23 – “Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.” 

CONCLUSION – What is the condition of our heart and life?  Are we a foolish or wise and faithful steward of God?  MATT. 7:24-27 – If we have not been the steward that God would have us to be – repent  If you are here and not a Christian you need to avail yourself of the spiritual blessings available in Christ.

