WOE YE HYPOCRITES

MATTHEW 23:1-39 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – There is probably nothing more detrimental to the cause of Christ and His church than hypocrisy.  MATT. 23:1-13 – Jesus does pronounce damnation upon hypocrites.  A hypocrite is one who is a stage actor and is just trying to play the part of a Christian, but is not genuine; they are a fake a fraud.

We see many like that today that are big mouths when it comes to religion but are just lazy in practice.  There are men pleasing religions that just love the praise of men – MATT. 15:7-9 – They were involved in heartless worship where they flattered God with their lips but their loyalty and adoration was with “self.”

Everything we do in the name of religion should be motivated by love – MATT. 22:37 – It should not be artificial, fake or fraudulent. We should not be seeking some place of recognition, some title, or some type of desired status symbol.  We should just want to express our true love for God as we live each day.

MATT. 7:1-5 – The hypocrite is quick to judge others but they exempt themselves from judgment.  They judge the motives of others which is God’s business

PROBLEMS WITH HYPOCRITES:

1. STUMBLINGBLOCKS – Hypocrites cause others to stumble. MATT. 23:13 – Hypocrites will not be included in the kingdom of God and they prevent others from gaining entrance into the kingdom of God.  They serve as a true stumbling block.

a. MATT. 18:1-7 – Jesus pronounces woe unto any man that offends one of these little ones.

b. LUKE 18:9-14 - Example of the hypocrite praying.  What kind of example would he set for others to follow in praying?

c. ROM. 14:8-13 – Stumbling blocks are those who seek self-will and not God’s will. They are going to do their own thing regardless of whom they hurt.

2. DEVOURERS – Those who would pretend to want to help others but instead would rob them.  MATT. 23:14
a. MARK 12:38-40 – These spiritual vampires would pretend to want to help widows and would turn around and rob them and drain them of this world’s goods.

b. EZEK. 22:23-31 - These are some of the many reasons that God destroyed Jerusalem and the Jews. 

c. 1 PET. 5:8 – God uses the term “devour” to mark those who are spiritual kindred to the Devil.

3. DECEIVERS – These are very dangerous because they come along and talk about all the good works they do – how they perform miracles and speak for God, but Jesus warns us about them. – MATT. 23:15
a. MATT. 7:15-23 – Hear the words of Jesus about these deceivers.

b. 1 TIM. 4:1-5 – Hear the apostle Paul and his warning to Timothy.

c. 2 PET. 2:1-3, 10, 19 – Today we have those just as in the days of N.T. that are seeking prestige, power, and glory.

d. PHIL. 3:1-2 – We need to be aware of these false teachers and self-promoters.

4. CARNAL – Hypocrites are so carnally minded that they are more interested in fulfilling the lust of the flesh than doing God’s will.  MATT. 23:16-22
a. ROM. 8:5-8 – The end result of being carnally minded is death, we are the enemy of God and as long as we live only to please the lust of our flesh we cannot please God.

b. PHIL. 3:18-19 – If we only seek after earthly things then we become the enemy of the cross.

c. COL. 3:1-2 – If we truly seek the things above and not the things of this earth then we are living in a way that pleases God.  The hypocrite is only interested in pleasing himself.

5. NEGLIGENT – Hypocrites overlook the most important matters – MATT. 23:23-24.

a. HEB. 2:1-3 – Note the warning of God.

b. 2 PET. 1:5-13 – The preacher cannot not be negligent in reminding brethren about these things that are needed in their lives.

c. MATT. 25:41-46 – The eternal destination of those who are negligent.

6. FILTHINESS – They tried to cover up their sins. – MATT. 23:25-26
a. JAMES 1:21-27 – They tried to hold on to God (seem religious) and yet still hold on to the world.

b. COL. 3:1-10 – Instead of trying to cover up the old man we need to put on the new man.

c. EPH. 5:3-7- Instead of having their minds purified by the by God’s word they were guilty of foolish talking and jesting that God condemns.  The speech of the world.

d. MATT. 6:22-24 – Is our eye evil and filthy or light, we must decide whom we will serve.

7. INIQUITY – God does not approve of works that are of human design – MATT. 23:27-28.

a. LUKE 16:13-15 – That which seems as great and good to man is an abomination to God.  I.E. – Instrumental music

b. MATT. 7:21-23 – We must be willing to do the will of God or we become a hypocrite.  We must do the works of God’s design and creation.

c. PSA. 5:10-12 – The Lord will bless those that put their trust in Him.

8. STIFNECKED – They murdered the prophets who spoke of their sins and desired false prophets to prophesy lies about good times that lay ahead.  MATT. 23:29-38
a. ACTS 7:51-60 – Israel had been a stubborn and rebellious people when they heard the gospel of Christ they rebelled in such an ungodly manner.

b. ACTS 5:29-33 – We should always obey God before men.  

CONCLUSION – What type of Christian am I?  Am I one that is really striving to follow Christ and serve Him each day?  Am I someone who just pretends to be a Christian and is a great actor?  God truly knows our hearts and he wants us to faithfully follow Him.
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