WORKING CHRISTIANS

EPHESIANS 4:28 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – It was emphasized to me when growing up the value of a good work ethic. It has always been the will of God for man to be involved in labor.  We might ask why? God knows it is good for man to be involved in laboring with his hands – Note our text – EPH. 4:28 - Let him who stole steal no longer, but rather let him labor, working with his hands what is good, that he may have something to give him who has need. 

GOD REQUIRES HARD WORK FROM HIS PEOPLE – 

1. NOAH – 
A. GEN. 6:3 – Ark was 120 years in preparation – 1 PET. 3:20 - That is a lot of hard work – I.E. – My retirement from the school system. God’s people do not retire God retires us.

B. GEN. 6:13-16 - Hard work was involved in constructing the ark.  The dimensions of the ark required cutting down gopher trees, sawing, measuring w/o all the modern conveniences we have access to today.

C. GEN. 6:19-21 – Noah had to gather up all the animals and the feed necessary to sustain the animals and his family.

D. HEB. 11:7 – By faith Noah built the ark if we are to build up the church of the Lord today we will do it thru faith that is willing to be active and work.
2. TEMPLE – 

A. 1 KINGS 5:1-5 – God commanded Solomon to build the temple. What did the building of such an edifice require?  -Work

B. 1 KINGS 5:13-18 – Solomon raised a labor force out of all Israel. 30,000 cut the cedars from Lebanon 70,000 bore burdens, 80,000 hewers who cut trees and stones from the mountains.  This is slow hard tedious work to quarry and carve stones such as marble
C. 1 KINGS 6:21-22 – The whole house was overlaid with gold.

D. 1 KINGS 6:38 - 7 years till the temple was completed.  Just think of the man hours involved in this process from beginning to the end.

3. FURNITURE – 

A. EX. 25:8-22 – The tabernacle and all the many things in it required labor – HARD WORK. The furniture for the tabernacle also had to be made according to the pattern – just so shall you make it.
a. vs. 11 – Must be overlaid with gold

b. vs. 17 – Mercy seat made with pure gold which requires a refining process

c. vs. 18 - This gold must be beaten and molded by skilled artisans. 

d. vs. 19-  Two cherubim’s 1 at each end of the ark.
4. CORINTH – 
A. 1 COR. 15:58 – Paul instructed the brethren at Corinth to be always abounding in the work of the Lord.

B. 2 TIM. 2:15 – We cannot abound in that which we do not know – Study – Physical use of eyes, mind and hands

C. 1 PET. 3:15 – Be ready always to give an answer of the hope that lies within you.

D. MARK 16:15-16 – Ask friends, coworkers, set up Bible studies in your own homes, use videos, Bible questionnaires or correspondence courses to be involved in the building up of the kingdom of God. 
5. SPIRITUAL WORKS – 

A. ROM. 6:16-19 – We are someone’s slave you make the choice!!!

B. PHIL. 2:12 – Paul instructs the Philippians to work out their own salvation.

C. EX. 12:21-23 – Old Testament example of spiritual work.The Jews had to kill the Lamb and then take a bunch of hyssop and dip it in the blood of the lamb, and then they had to strike the lintel of the doorway and the two side doorposts.  Each house had to have it or else the destroyer would come and kill the elder son.
6. CHURCH- 

A. EPH. 4:16 – Church cannot grow if each part does not work.  Are you doing your share of the work?

B. HEB. 10:23-25 – If you miss the assemblies you cannot stir others up to good works because you are not concerned with one of the best things you can do as a Christian and that is to assemble with the Lord’s people when they come together.

a. By your presence you edify, strengthen, and encourage.  DEUT 16:16 – I.E. – Ethiopian eunuch ACTS 8:27 – Eunuch had come from Ethiopa to Jerusalem to worship.

b. By your absence you discourage , hurt, and hinder the work of the Lord.
C. EPH. 5:19 – For me to teach and admonish one another we must open our mouth and sing.
D. 1 PET. 4:9 – Hospitality – Willingness to share with others. ROM. 12:13 – Given to hospitality – Something we should practice consistently.
E. JAMES 5:19-20 – We have to make personal contact so the person knows that we care for their soul.

CONCLUSION – 

Are you a working Christian?  Or do you just watch others work from the sideline.  

Being a Christian is not a game that has a designated number of players everyone who is a Christian must participate and be active in the work of the Lord.  How are we doing?
