WORLDLINESS
1 JOHN 2:15-17 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – Is worldliness a problem in the world today?  We would have to answer emphatically YES!!!   All we have to do is look at the current events that are taking place both locally and nationally to know there is a problem with worldliness.  The corruption that we are witnessing is often the result of this worldly attitude the Bible warns us about.  Today we will begin a series of lessons that will focus on worldliness.  What does the Bible have to say about worldliness?

1 JN. 2:15-17 - Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world--the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life--is not of the Father but is of the world. 17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.
God is plainly instructing us that worldliness is sin, it stands opposed to the will of God.  There are two major problems that are associated with worldliness.  The first problem is that there is worldliness among God’s people.  The second issue is that worldliness is something that is not often dealt with among God’s people.   It is not being preached on and if it is preached on nothing else is being done about it.  The purpose of this lesson and the lessons that will follow are threefold.  The first and foremost purpose is to instruct which is my responsibility to let you know about the sins of worldliness. The second purpose of these lessons will be to correct which is your responsibility if you see error in your lives.  Another purpose of these type of lessons will be to prevent worldliness.  We must come to an understanding of what is included in worldliness and abstain from these things.
Definition – worldliness – “of or limited to this world; temporal or secular, devoted to or concerned with the affairs, concerns, and pleasures of this world.  Webster Dic.

WORLDLINESS AND THE BIBLE:
1 JN. 3:4 – Worldliness is a participation in sin. Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness. 

ROM. 1:26 – Given to a life of following one’s passions. For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. For even their women exchanged the natural use for what is against nature.
ROM. 12:2 – Worldliness is living like the world, conforming to it. And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 

ROM. 8:5-7 - Worldliness is living a life devoted to the temporal (carnal) not the eternal and spiritual.  For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. 6 For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. 

PROBLEMS OF WORLDLINESS:
I. SOFTNESS ON MORAL ISSUES -
A. ISA. 30:9-11 – Worldliness softens the moral issues and questions.  I.E. – Alternative lifestyle for homosexuality, living together for fornication and adultery. Sin is still sin in the eyes of God.   The church has gone soft today and is asking the same things God’s people have requested in the past. 
B. JER. 5:30-31 – Jeremiah warned of those who prophesy – teach falsely.  The same thing is happening today. Why? Because the people love to have it so!!!

C. JER. 6:13-17 – Are people today ashamed to be caught up in worldliness?  NO!!

II. IS WORLDLINESS IMPORTANT?  Is it a serious condition that we should be concerned about?
A. ISA. 59:1-2 – Yes, it is serious because it is sin and it separates us from God.

B. PROV. 22:1 – Yes, because it can cause us to lose our good name.  I.E. – Accusations against local officials.

C. 1 TIM. 4:12 – We can lose our influence for good.  Paul instructed Timothy to be a good example to the believers.   Worldliness puts out our light. 

D. HEB. 3:12-13 – Worldliness desensitizes us to sin and our hearts become hardened.  It breeds other sins – I.E. – David – 2 SAM. 11 – Bathsheba – Uriah

E. HEB. 12:1-2 – Worldliness hinders us as we strive to grow spiritually and run the race set before us.  I.E. – What causes brethren to forsake the assembling?  Worldliness – usually something to do with this world has become more important to them   than spiritual matters.
F. 1 COR. 5:1-13 – It leads to disfellowship.

G. ROM. 6:23 – It leads to eternal damnation.
III. THE LIFE OF A CHRISTIAN IN CONTRAST TO WORLDLINESS – 
A. 1 PET. 1:15-16 – A life of holiness.

B. 1 PET. 4:1-3 – A life submitting to the will of God not the lust of men.

C. 2 TIM. 2:22 – A pure heart.

D. 1 JN. 1:5-7 – Seeks to walk in the light not darkness.

E. PSA. 119:11 – The Christian always has a genuine respect for the word of God. I.E. – Song “Give Me the Bible”

F. 2 COR. 6:14-17 – Desires to be separate from the world.
CONCLUSION – 

Worldliness is an ever present danger even among the people of God.

It is a subject that must be discussed so we can correct any inappropriate activities in our lives.

Do you have a willing heart that will readily submit to practice what is right in the sight of God?

Is it your desire to be more like Christ each day?

May we all strive to live the life of a Christian separate from worldliness!!!

