WORLDLINESS – 12

1 JOHN 2:15-17 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION - Is worldliness a problem in everyday life?  We would have to answer emphatically YES!!!   Today we will end our series of lessons that will focus on worldliness.  We want to end this study by considering the view of the world toward the sanctity of life. What does the Bible have to say about worldliness as it relates to life and the issue of abortion?  

1 JN. 2:15-17 - Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world--the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life--is not of the Father but is of the world. 17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.
It has certainly become the standard of the world to disregard the sanctity of life.  Since Roe vs. Wade supreme court ruling in 1973 over 45, 000,000 children have been killed in this country that should have lived.  Roe vs. Wade struck down all laws of any kind, State, Federal, or local that protected the lives of unborn human children (I emphasize humans because it is still legal to protect certain unborn animals – only unborn humans are denied protection.

These numbers are so high they stagger the imagination so to put them in perspective that is more than have died fighting for freedom in wars since the Revolutionary War to the War in Iraq the amount of lives lost was about 1.5 million.   Abortions account for 1.5 million babies that are murdered in America every year.  Six million Jews were killed in Nazi Germany during an 8 year period of time, and those who respect life and its sanctity are still outraged by this event today.  In the same 8 year period of time 12 million babies were killed in America.  

Total deaths are more than the combined population of 23 states – Alaska, Arkansas, Connecticut, Delaware, Hawaii, Idaho, Iowa, Kansas, Maine, Mississippi, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Mexico, North Dakota, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Dakota, Utah, Vermont, West Virginia, and Wyoming.

The purpose of this lesson is to learn what the Bible teaches about the sanctity of life? What are the arguments of those who are for abortion?

SANCTITY OF LIFE:
I. RESPECT FOR LIFE – This is a principle that is firmly established in the bible.

A. GEN. 2:7 – Life is a gift from God!!!

B. ACTS 17:25 – God is the giver of life, breath, and all things.  We should respect any and all gifts that originate from God.

C. GEN. 9:6 – We can see the respect God has for life as a result of the laws he has given us concerning man’s dealings with his fellow man.

II. LIFE BEGINS AT BIRTH – Let’s look at the arguments made by those who support abortion. Many contend that life begins at birth therefore abortion is not murder.  However the Bible presents life being present before birth!  Let’s answer a few simple questions to prove that an unborn child is human life and then examine what the Bible says in regard to this subject.

A. Is that which is growing within the mother’s womb alive or dead?

B. Is that which is growing within the mother’s womb animal or human?

C. Is that which is growing within the mother’s womb guilty or innocent?

D. If it is alive, human and innocent then abortion (the killing of the fetus in the mother’s womb) is the murder of innocent human life.

E. God calls this fetus as called by the medical world a baby – LUKE 1:39-44
1. We read about Mary going to see her cousin Elizabeth who was at that time about 6 months pregnant – in verse 41 the Bible says, “when Elizabeth heard the salutation of Mary, “The BABE leaped in her womb for joy”

2. Again in verse 44 the Bible records Elizabeth as saying, “The BABE leaped in her womb for joy.”

3. Just what exactly was it that leaped in Elizabeth’s womb? A piece of meat, some blob of protoplasm, some fetal tissue. No, it was the product of pregnancy, and God called it a BABE, a baby.

4. This same word in the Greek “brefos” is used to describe the unborn child in Elizabeth’s womb also is used to describe Jesus immediately after his birth – LUKE 2:12, 16 – What did they find lying in the manger?  A BABE – The same word is used for infants in God’s word – LUKE 18:15 – child – 2 TIM. 3:15 – Would people say it is morally wrong to kill an infant, toddler, or child?  YES, but is it any more morally wrong to kill a child after it is born than before, NO – both are contrary to God’s word – 

5. GEN. 25:22 – “And the children struggled within her” – note they are presented as children.  The Hebrew word “ben” used to describe Rebekah’s  unborn children is also used to describe children who have been delivered from their mother – GEN. 23:18 - 

III. WOMEN’S RIGHT TO CONTROL HER OWN BODY – This is the other argument made by those who support abortion.

A. 1 COR. 6:19-20 – Our body is God’s, and we should glorify God in our body – the baby is not an appendage to her body but it is another body – it might not have the same blood type.

B. Unborn baby has its own blood supply – GEN. 9:4-5 – Life is in the blood

C. Life does not begin until the woman feels the baby move – This is a measure of the mother’s sensitivity not the baby.

1. Ultrasound demonstrates that the baby is moving long before the mother can feel it

2. Heart begins beating at 18-25 days

3. Baby moves and flexes – 6 weeks – brain waves are already present – can be recorded on electroencephalogram

4. 7 weeks – if baby’s lip is tickled he will pull away

5. 8 weeks – grabs, swims freely, electrocardiogram can be use to record heart impulses

6. 10 weeks – Baby is so perfectly formed that hew has fingerprints

7. 12 weeks – all organ systems function – breathes, swallows, cries, sleeps, wakes, sucks thumb

8. Beyond 12 weeks nothing new is formed, the baby begins to grow

IV. LIFE BEGINS AT CONCEPTION – Let’s look at two Bible principles and see what the Bible has to say about the sanctity of life.  The bible does not say “do not commit abortion” but it does teach some principles that we must apply.

A. JOB 3:1-3 – Job distinguishes between the night of conception and the day of birth – Yet he was a man child when conceived – Man is from the Hebrew word “geber” – It is translated man all 13 other times it is found in JOB – 3:23, 10:5, 14:10, 14 16:21, 22:2, 33:17, 29 34:7,9,34, 38:3, 40:7  and always refers without exception to a human individual.  This is what Job called himself the night he was conceived.

B. Hebrew word “owlel” – is used 19 times in the O.T. – In JOB 3:16 it refers to a baby before birth, other 18 occurrences it refers to a baby after birth.  The only difference is the location of the baby in the womb or out, it is still an “owlel.”

C. Greek word “Huios” – The word for son – Compare LUKE 1:36 – LUKE 1:57 – Elizabeth brought forth the same thing she conceived “a son” – “huios”

V. IT IS THE SHEDDING OF INNOCENT BLOOD – 

A. PROV. 6:16-19 – God hates hands that shed innocent blood

B. PSA. 106:37-38 – Have we become as Israel, and our land is polluted with blood

C. PROV. 14:34 – Can we stop this evil, YES – we can pray for our leaders, we can vote in elections, and we can teach the truth – PROV. 14:12 – “There is a way that seemeth right unto a man but the end thereof are the ways of death.”
CONCLUSION – 

The Bible teaches the sanctity of life. 

GEN. 1:26-27 – “Then God said, Let us make man in our own image, according to our likeness…”

The Quality of Life viewpoint states that if life will not be a happy life then it shouldn’t be lived.  

The quality of life view is a violation of “agape love” which is taught in the scriptures – by God. 1 JN. 4:7-8 – Let us love one another; 1 JN. 4:19-20 – Love our brother whom we see; JAMES 1:27 – Practice pure and undefiled religion

Do you regard your life, as precious as a gift from God?  Are you still living in sin?  Do something about that today!
