WORSHIP – BY WHAT AUTHORITY DO WE PRAY?

LUKE 18:1-8 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION -   Prayer is an expression of our faith in God, we always should pray and not faint, but often times we faint because we do not pray.  The early church engaged in prayer – ACTS 2:42 - And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. – It was so important they continued steadfastly in it – It is the only command concerning worship that we are to do without ceasing – 1 THESS. 5:17 – “Pray without ceasing.”  Whether in public worship or private we are to talk to God.  As Christians we state we have placed our trust in God and by faith we are the children of God – How can this be true if we do not talk to Him daily?

Notice what Paul instructed the brethren at Rome – ROM. 12:12 -  Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer; - 
Prayer could very well be the most important part of our worship to God – A lack of prayer is very serious – JAMES 5:16 - Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. A lack of prayer shows a lack of faith!  ACTS 12:5 – “Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made without ceasing of the church unto God for him”

COMPONENTS OF SCRIPTURAL PRAYER – 

1. INVOCATION –

a. MATT. 6:9 – “Our Father who art in heaven.” We invoke God’s attention unto our prayer and as a result acknowledge our dependence upon him.  We are appealing to God the Father as a higher source of authority for His help, blessings, for His loving kindness, and protection.

b. God is the giver of every good and perfect gift – JAMES 1:17 -  Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning. – God is the one we address in prayer

2. ADORATION – 

a. EPH. 1:3 – Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: - Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ for he deserves to be worshipped and praised – 

b. TITUS 2:11 - For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, -
c.  I.E. – First century Christians – ACTS 2:47 - Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.  – They praised God and adored Him for His goodness, wisdom , mercy, and might.

3. APPRECIATION – THANKSGIVING – 
a. Our expression of gratitude – COL. 4:2 -  Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving; 
b. PHIL. 4:4-6 - Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice.  Let your moderation be known unto all men. The Lord is at hand. Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. – God gives us a caution through Paul to “not worry about the matters of this life, but rather pray unto God and be sure to underline all your prayers with thanksgiving to God.

c. What do we have to be thankful for:

i. 1 JN. 4:8-10 – For His Son and the sacrifice he made on our behalf

ii. 2 TIM. 3:16-17 – For his perfect word

iii. 1 TIM. 3:15 – For the Lord’s church (House of God0

iv. JN. 4:24 – For the opportunity to worship God

v. MATT. 6:33 – For “all these things” the physical blessings of life

4. ACKNOWLEDGMENT – 

a. God will supply our needs spiritually to fight the good fight of faith – EPH. 6:10-20- Put on the whole armor of God – “We are to pray with all prayer and supplication”
b. I.E. – Of our desire to have sins forgiven – 1 JN. 1:5-10 – If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves, but if we acknowledge our sins – by repenting and confessing them to God we can receive the forgiveness of our sins – LUKE 18:9-14 – Pharisee and publican

c. We must pray by the authorization of Christ or in his name – COL. 3:17 - And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him. – God has so purposed that he is glorified when we honor his son Jesus Christ by praying in his name and by his authority – 1 TIM. 2:5 - For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;
d. Thy will be done – 1 JN. 3:22 - And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight. – When we keep the commandments of God and do those things that are pleasing in his sight we have the great assurance and promise of God that he will hear and answer our prayers according to his divine will.

5. PETITION – 

a. Make our request known to Him – PHIL. 4:6 - but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God
i. Strength in the face of temptation – 1 COR. 10:13 - There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.
ii. For our rulers and for peace – 1 TIM. 2:1-3 - I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men;  For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty.  For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour;
iii. For the proper type of heart and spirit – PSA. 51:10-17 – David was a man after God’s own heart

b. We should not use vain repetitions in our petitions to God– MATT. 6:7-8 -But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking.  Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask him. – The model prayer which follows was short simple and to the point, emphasizing our needs and giving praise to God.

c. Our petition must be understandable when it is public in nature– 1 COR. 14:15-16 –  What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also: I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also.  Else when thou shalt bless with the spirit, how shall he that occupieth the room of the unlearned say Amen at thy giving of thanks, seeing he understandeth not what thou sayest? – 

i. Must be in accordance with God’s will and purpose

ii. Pray so others can hear and say “amen”

iii. Prayers should be appropriate for the occasion, not artificially long or short

iv. Petition should be as specific as the need dictates 

v. Our petitions are an opportunity to speak to God, not preach to others

CONCLUSION – All these items we have discussed are important in order for our prayers to be scriptural, but he most important consideration is our relationship to God.  I.E. – Brad asking Pat to but him a car – He does not sustain the right relationship to Pat for Him to consider fulfilling Brad’s request – He is not Pat’s son.  The same applies in the spiritual realm – 

PROV. 28:9 - He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer shall be abomination.  

JN. 9:31 - Now we know that God heareth not sinners: but if any man be a worshipper of God, and doeth his will, him he heareth.

JN. 1:11-12 - He came unto his own, and his own received him not.  But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:
Don’t you want to become a child of God today and enjoy this spiritual blessing of prayer?

