WORSHIP – BY WHAT AUTHORITY DO WE SING

JOHN 4:24 -  “God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.”
INTRODUCTION – Man is sure to worship the object of his devotion, even if it is an idol.  Since the church is composed of the family of God – it is made up of those who are saved – ACTS 2:47 – “ praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.” NKJV

The church is made up of people who have the true God as their object of devotion – MATT. 4:10 – Jesus said “Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God and Him only shalt thou serve.”  - This being true it is vitally important then, that we know how to worship God in a way that pleases Him. – HEB. 11:6 – ROM. 10:17 – 2 COR. 5:7 – We must worship God in a way that we are walking by faith.

The religious world tells us don’t worry about the differences, just shrug them off, we can worship God acceptably in various ways and still be acceptable to God – sounds good – PROV. 14:12 – “There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.”

Remember what Jesus said we must worship God in spirit (with a sincere heart) and IN TRUTH according to the teachings of His word, which is truth – JN. 17:17 – 

What does God’s word teach us concerning worship?

1. Vain worship does not please God – MATT. 15:8-9 – 

a. Were the scribes and Pharisees worshipping God – YES

b. Did the fact they were worshipping God mean He was pleased? – NO

c. Two items made their worship vain – worthless, useless

i. Heart is far from me

ii. Teaching for doctrine the commandments of men

2. Our worship can be ignorant – ACTS 17:22-23
a. Does it seem the Greeks at Athens worshipped sincerely?  YES

b. Did sincerity make their worship acceptable to God?  NO

The kind of worship that is acceptable to God is that which He authorizes in His word – COL. 3:17 – “And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.”

MATT. 28:18 – “And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power (authority) is given unto me in heaven and in earth.”

2 JN. 9 – “Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son.”

Since the church is a New Testament organization, the New Testament scriptures govern it.  The command to sing is specific -  and excludes all other kinds of music.

ACTS 20:7 – “And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread”
MARK 16:15-16 – “And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature”
GEN. 6:14 – “Make thee an ark of gopher wood;”
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MATT. 26:30 - “And when they had sung an hymn, they went out into the mount of Olives”

ACTS 16:25 - “And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them.”

ROM. 15:9 - “For this cause I will confess to thee among the Gentiles, and sing unto thy name.
1 COR. 14:15
- “I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also.”
EPH. 5:19 - “Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord;”
COL. 3:16 - “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.”
HEB. 2:12 – “Saying, I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee.”
HEB.13:15 – “By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name.”

JAMES 5:13 – “Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. Is any merry? let him sing psalms.”

INSTRUMENTAL  MUSIC - ???????????????????????

WHERE ARE INSTRUMENTS OF MUSIC EVER MENTIONED IN THE NEW TESTAMENT AS BEING USED IN WORSHIP???

THE LORD COMMANDS  -   THE VOICE  -    THE INSTRUMENT

TEACH COL. 3:16

          CAN


CANNOT

SPEAKING EPH. 5:19
          CAN


CANNOT

SING / UNDERSTANDING
          CAN


CANNOT

PRAISE GOD - HEB.2:12            CAN


CANNOT

MAKE MELODY / HEART            CAN


CANNOT

ADMONISH COL. 3:16                 CAN


CANNOT

SING / SPIRIT 1 COR. 14:15      CAN


CANNOT

The arguments for instrumental music are many and often complex and scholarly.  Yet of all the arguments made, there is one argument that has never been made in the defense of instrumental music.  That is; that instrumental music should be added to the worship because the New Testament scriptures authorize it and teach that it should be used.

Being unable to make this argument they are forced to defend it upon other grounds.  It is not my intention to misrepresent our friends who use the instrument, nor do we judge their sincerity in using them.  I shall try to correctly state the arguments and then fairly and forcefully refute them

ARGUMENT # 1 – “THE BIBLE DOES NOT SAY THAT YOU CAN’T, AND SINCE IT DOES NOT SAY NOT TO, WE ARE FREE TO USE IT IF WE WANT TO!”

ANSWER – 

1. This argument places a premium on what the Bible does not say – 1 PET. 4:11 – Such would lead us to put anything and everything into the worship service, as long as the Bible does not say not too! 

2. We need to learn to respect what the Bible does say, rather than what it does not say. – LEV. 24:11-14 – Did they act on the silence of God?  What if God had not spoken to them?  

3. HEB. 7:14 – God told them the tribe of Levi was the tribe of priests.

4. PSA. 19:13-14 – Do we presume to know what will please God

5. ISA. 55:8-9 – “For my thoughts are not your thoughts”

ARGUMENT #2 – “SINCE INSTRUMENTS WERE USED UNDER THE LAW OF MOSES, IN OLD TESTAMENT DAYS, WE CAN USE THEM TODAY.” – 

2 CHRON. 5:1,13-14

ANSWER – 

1. This argument would introduce; animal sacrifices, incense, Sabbath keeping, infant membership, polygamy, etc.  For if we can bring one thing over from the Old Testament into the New Testament church then we can bring others.  This proves too much and puts Moses on the par with Christ – MATT. 17:5
2. It has us living under two covenants at the same time – spiritual adultery – ROM. 7:1-4 
3. It causes us to fall from grace – GAL. 5:4-6
4. It has us holding to that which has been abolished – EPH. 2:15, COL. 2:14-16
5. We are not under Old Testament law we are under Christ – MATT. 28:18
ARGUMENT #3 – THERE IS ALSO AN ARGUMENT MADE FROM THE PSALMS – IT GOES LIKE THIS: THERE WERE THREE DIVISIONS UNDER THE OLD TESTAMENT.  LAW , PROPHETS, AND PSALMS.  They grant in this argument that that the law and the prophets were deleted and we are no longer under them.  But that it still leaves the psalms, and that we are to obey them under or as part of the New covenant.  The Psalms tell us to praise God with instruments of music – therefore we are authorized under the New Testament to use them.  PSALMS 150 – is usually used to defend this argument.

ANSWER – 

1. The answer to this argument pivots on one basic point.  Is the book of Psalms a part of the law that was nailed to the cross?  Notice Jesus statement in JN. 10:34 – “….Is it not  written in your law, I said, ye are gods? – Well where is this written?  In your law – PSA. 82:6 – No where else is this statement found.

2. JN. 15:25 –  “…that the word might be fulfilled that is written in their law, they hated me without a cause.” - PSA. 69:4
3. The old Psalms approach may sound good to one who is not informed, but close observation of the scriptures will show without question that Psalms is a part of the law and it is no longer binding on us today. 

ARGUMENT #4 – IS THE AID ARGUMENT:  Simply put, the instrument is only an aid to carrying out the command to sing.  We are usually told, that you have a building to aid you in assembling.  So why can’t you have an instrument to aid our singing.  The instrument is simply an expedient.

ANSWER – 

1. It must be conceded that AIDS must  be used to expedite a command – MK. 16:15 – GO – if we go by foot, camel, donkey, car, train, boat, or plane we have still only done what the command told us to do “GO”

2. We are commanded to partake of the Lord’s Supper – which includes the “fruit of the vine” and “unleavened bread.”  Now in order to carry out this command we must have some type of containers, but whatever or how many used are simply aids to carry out the command – “This do in remembrance of me” – We have still only done that which was commanded.

3. HEB. 10:25 – When we meet in this building we are only doing what the Lord has commanded, the building is an aid in assembling.

4. 1 COR. 16:1-2 – When we pass the collection plate, it is only an aid in collecting that which we are laying by in store.

5. EPH. 5:19 – God commands us to “Sing and make melody in your heart” when we use the instrument we are doing more than God allows – we are now singing and playing.  We have done two things and the Lord only commanded one.  The instrument is not an aid it is an addition, and some might say what is wrong with that – 2 JN. 9-11 – Nothing is expedient unless it is lawful.  Is it lawful to sing?
ARGUMENT #5 – WE ARE SOMETIMES TOLD THAT WE ARE TO USE OUR NATURAL TALENTS IN SERVICE TO GOD.  Since some have a talent for playing an instrument of music, it therefore must be authorized to use this talent in the worship to God.

ANSWER – 

1. There is an old saying that, “That which proves too much proves nothing: and this is certainly true of this argument.  It is an argument based not on what the Bible says at all, but rather upon what I have learned to do in this life.  Under this argument if one danced, played an instrument, artist, juggler, or able to perform magic tricks it could be included in the worship service to God.  This sounds silly but many denominational churches today use these type of gimmicks to attract people. – ROM. 12:1-2 – 1 COR. 9:27 – My body must be acceptable to God - 

2. Being a Christian is not based on natural talents that we might have, but rather on that which is authorized in the New Testament. – ROM. 10:17, 2 COR. 5:7 – Does God allow me to use my talents yes, but not necessarily in the worship.

ARGUMENT #6 – “IF IT CAN BE PRACTICED AT HOME, IT CAN BE USED IN THE WORSHIP.”

ANSWER – 

1. There are many things that are morally right , but religiously wrong.  Let’s not a few.

a. Washing of hands – MATT. 15:2-3 – Alright at home but we cannot make an act of worship out of it.

b. Washing of feet – JN. 13:4 –Lord placed such in the home, not the church

c. Hamburger and Pepsi – just fine in my table at home, but could we use such on the communion table for the Lord’s Supper?  NO!  - 1 COR. 11:22 - Why can’t we put them on the table, simply because the Lord told us what to put there.   God told us to use the fruit of the vine and unleavened bread     

d. We are not opposed to the use of instrumental music at home.  The fallacy of the above argument is easily seen, just because something is right at home does not make it so in the worship!         

ARGUMENT #7 – IT IS ARGUED THAT THE GREEK WORD FROM WHICH WE HAVE TRANSLATED “SING” IN OUR ENGLISH BIBLE ALSO MEANS TO ACCOMPANY WITH INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC.  THEY ARE ARGUING THAT THE AUTHORITY FOR THE INSTRUMENT LIES IN THE GREEK WORD “PSALLO.”

ANSWER -  

1. If this is true then the instrument is commanded and is not a matter of choice.  There are those who so affirm that the instrument is commanded.  If this is the case, then we would violate God’s law if we did not buy and use an instrument.  It would also necessitate that each and every member have his own instrument to play.  The passage were the word “PSALLO” is found  - EPH. 5:19 – commands Christians when they assemble for edification to all participate.  Whatever the passage commands, it commands it of all.    

If the instrument is “PSALLO” then it is not an expedient and the aid arguments are worthless.  It is either use it or be in sin.  

2. PSALLO – We find the root meaning to be: to pull or pluck, rub, to strike or vibrate.  PSALLO tells us the action not the instrument.  Both Vine and Thayer say the N.T. usage is “to sing a hymn, sing praise.”   No instrument is mentioned with the usage of this word in the N.T. this is very easy to see when we look at the various translations – KJV, ASV – 147 scholars and they never rendered it as meaning to play on an instrument.

a. Make melody – EPH. 5:19      

b. Sing – ROM. 15:9, 1 COR. 14:15, and JAMES 5:13
3. While we do not believe that the Bible teaches instruments of music are to be used in the worship to God, we do believe that an instrument is used and that instrument is the heart.   The argument for PSALLO does not produce the authority for the instrument, it only confuses many people.

ARGUMENT #8 – “THE BOOK OF REVELATION SPEAKS OF HARPS IN HEAVEN, THEREFORE THEY MAY BE USED IN THE CHURCH TODAY.”

ANSWER – 

1. REV. 5:8 – This also proves too much!  For the same passage that mentions “harps in heaven” also mentions, “bowls of incense.”  If we can have one surely can have the other as well.

2. Who is there who is going to affirm that there are physical, fleshly, earthly harps in heaven a spiritual dwelling place.  Instead of finding passages that figuratively speak of instruments in heaven, they need to find a passage that authorizes them for use in the worship of the N.T. church.
CONCLUSION – 

There may be other arguments made, but these seem to be the main ones.  We have seen that the arguments advanced in defense of the mechanical instrument of music in the worship, DO NOT provide the necessary proof for its use – The proof they need is one just one verse from the N.T. that authorizes that instruments of music are to be used in the worship of the Lord’ church.

Without Bible authority, its use is unscriptural, and those who persist in its use do so against the will of God.

In closing let’s notice some things wrong with the use of instruments.

1. IT VIOLATES THE SILENCE OF THE SCRIPTURES – 1 PET. 4:11

2. IT VILOATES THE LAW OF FAITH – 2 COR. 5:7, ROM. 10:17

3. IT IS WITHOUT THE AUTHORITY OF CHRIST – COL. 3:17

4. IT GOES BEYOND THE WORD OF GOD – 2 JN. 9

5. IT VIOLATES THE LAW OF WORSHIP – JN. 4:24

6.  IT VIOLATES THE LAW OF UNITY – 1 COR.1:10

What is our attitude toward music, it will be determined by our attitude toward God and His word. Is it your desire to go to heaven?  Then we must walk by faith and not by sight!

