WORSHIP -  MY RESPONSIBILITY IN GIVING

JOHN 10:10 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – We have the ability to have an abundant life in Christ because of what he gave for us, his precious blood.  As a Christian I need to understand my personal responsibility in giving.  This is an area that is frequently neglected when teaching people the principles of Godly living.   We often do not emphasize enough this subject of giving which involves the way we handle our finances.  There are many people who otherwise are very fine people, but who are negligent and careless about the way they handle their finances relative to the Lord’s work.  It is important that we discuss the personal responsibility involved because if it is overlooked it may cause us to miss heaven

1. WHAT SHOULD WE GIVE? –

a. First ourselves – 2 COR. 8:5 – I.E. – Uncle Sam Wants You – That is exactly what God wants also.  Giving ourselves to God is the big decision, if we do this how much we give will be answered with ease.  

b. Our bodies – ROM. 12:1-2; PHIL 1:20
c. Our time – EPH. 5:19 – Main excuse among Christians today, so much to do, so many places to go, so many functions to attend.  If God gave you more time what would you do with it?  Schedule some more activities

d. Our talent – MATT. 25:13-30 – Don’t tell God you don’t have any talent or ability he is the giver of life.

e. Our labor – JN. 6:27 – We should labor for things eternal in nature. TITUS 2:11-14; TITUS 3:8,14 – Notice Titus emphasizes maintaining good works – being peculiar people zealous of good works

f. Our financial increase – 1 COR. 16:1-2 -  Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye.  Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come.
g. Our lives, if necessary – REV. 2:10, 12:11; ACTS 20:24
2. HOW SHOULD WE GIVE? – 

a. Regularly – “Upon the first day of the week” – 1 COR. 16:1-2 – How often does that come, around every week.

b. Individually – “Let each one of you” – 1 COR. 16:1-2
c. Systematically – “Lay by him in store” – 1 COR. 16:1-2
d. Liberally – 2 COR. 9:6 -  But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully.
PROV. 11:24 - There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there is   that withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty.

e. Cheerfully – 2 COR. 9:7 - Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.
f. Sacrificially – 2 COR. 8:1-5 – MK. 12:41-44
3. WHY SHOULD WE GIVE? – 

a. God commands it – 1 COR. 16:1 -  Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye.  – 2 COR. 9:6-7 - But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.
b. Our stewardship demands a return to the Master – LUKE 16:1-3
c. To prove our love for God – 2 COR. 8:8,24 – “I speak not by commandment, but by occasion of the forwardness of others, and to prove the sincerity of your love.” - 24 Wherefore shew ye to them, and before the churches, the proof of your love, and of our boasting on your behalf. 
d. To be happy – ACTS 20:35 -  I have shewed you all things, how that so labouring ye ought to support the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than to receive.
e. It is a means of laying up treasure in heaven – 1 TIM. 6:17-19 – “Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy;  That they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate; Laying up in store for themselves a good foundation against the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life.”
f. It is a means of glorifying God – 2 COR. 9:12-15 - For the administration of this service not only supplieth the want of the saints, but is abundant also by many thanksgivings unto God;  Whiles by the experiment of this ministration they glorify God for your professed subjection unto the gospel of Christ, and for your liberal distribution unto them, and unto all men;  And by their prayer for you, which long after you for the exceeding grace of God in you.  Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift. 
g. It is the only scriptural way God has ordained by which the mission of the church is t be carried out – 1 COR. 9:13-14 - Do ye not know that they which minister about holy things live of the things of the temple? and they which wait at the altar are partakers with the altar?  Even so hath the Lord ordained that they, which preach the gospel, should live of the gospel. – 1 COR. 16:1-2 - Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye.  Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come.
CONCLUSION – We need to always be thankful to God first for the spiritual blessings we have in Christ and secondly the physical blessings of this life.  We don’t really give anything to the Lord…..it is His to begin with!  We are mere stewards over that which He has given us to use while we dwell upon this earth.  All belongs to Him, and it is from Him that all blessings come – JAMES 1:17 - Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.

