WORSHIP – PREACHING THE WORD

2 TIM. 4:1-5 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – In order to worship God in “spirit and truth” as God’s word instructs us in JN. 4:23-24, we must preach and teach the truth.  Preaching is a part of our worship to God, even though many people in the religious world have tried to come up with substitutes for “preaching the word.”  They do not realize that preaching is a divinely appointed means of saving lost souls from their sins.

Preaching is ordained of God:

Jesus commanded it – MK. 16:15-16 – “Go into all the world and preach the gospel”
Apostles preached – Examples – ACTS 5:42 – “They ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ” - ACTS 8:14,25 – Peter and John

Early Christians -  Persecution did not stop them from preaching this soul saving message ACTS 8:1-5 – Philip the evangelist preaches in Samaria , teaches the Ethiopian eunuch – ACTS 8:29-35

1. Why did the apostles and early Christians so eagerly engage in “preaching the word of God?

a. TITUS 1:2-3 – God’s will is declared thru preaching and it is manifested or made clearly visible thru preaching.  

b. They also understood that God chose thru the preaching of the word that all men might be saved – 1 COR. 1:18-24
c. ROM. 1:14-17 – Listen to Paul - Only the gospel has the power to save

d. 1 COR. 15:1-4 – Paul said the gospel they obeyed is what saved them

e. This is what must be preached today not some watered down social gospel, not our opinions and philosophies, not just stories and jokes for entertainment purposes but the gospel! – ACTS 20:26-27 – Paul declared the whole counsel of God – 1 PET. 4:11 – We need to go back and demand book, chapter and verse for the things we preach.  Ask where do you get authority for that doctrine that you teach? Can you show me that in the Bible?  We need to go on the offensive – take the sword of the spirit the word of God and wield it properly.

2. What is involved in carrying out this command – “Preach the Word?” We must preach:

a. CHRIST AS KING AND SAVIOR OF THE WORLD – 

i. MATT. 1:21 – Thou shalt call His name Jesus!

ii. ACTS 8:35 – Philip preached Jesus unto the Eunuch – WHY?

iii. ACTS 4:12 – No other name provides salvation

iv. EPH. 1:20-23 – Christ has a name that is above every name (whether among men or angels)

b. INSPIRATION OF THE SCRIPTURES – 

i. 2 TIM. 3:16-17 – All scripture is inspired – “God breathed”

ii. 2 PET. 1:20-21 – As we teach we cannot contradict the word of God – to do so is to become a false teacher

iii. Warn what will happen to those who pervert the scriptures – GAL. 1:6-12 – They will be accursed or devoted to God’s destruction

iv. 2 JN. 9-11 – Must preach doctrinal sermons – WHY? – We can only be saved by knowledge of the truth – 1 TIM. 2:3-4
c. REBUKE SIN – 

i. Example of David – 2 SAM. 12:1-9 – Nathan told the King “thou art the man”
ii. We are not to condone sin – REV. 2:6 – notice he hated their deeds, not the Nicolaitans

iii. Sometimes in order to oppose and expose sin we must name the sin committed and the names of those who are involved in it – 1 TIM. 1:18-20 – 

iv. Urge men to repent – LUKE 13:3 – God wants all men to repent – 2 PET. 3:9 – Example of 1st century believers – ACTS 2:36-38
d. CHURCH JESUS PROMISED TO BUILD – 

i. MATT. 16:18-19 – “I will build my church”

ii. EPH. 5:23-27 – Paul taught by the spirit that Christ was the “Savior” of the body the “church.”

iii. EPH. 4:4-6 – There is only “1” body

iv. COL. 1:18 – God’s son has the highest most exalted position , he is the head of the church.  Notice what the Lord added those fist century believers to when they obeyed the teachings of Christ thru Peter – ACTS 2:47
e. THE EXAMPLE WE SHOULD BE – 

i. 1 PET. 2:21-25 – We should follow the footsteps of Jesus “everywhere”

ii. HEB. 12:1-3 – Look to Jesus not men

iii. Why be the proper example – Judgment – 2 COR. 5:10-11
iv. JAMES 1:22-25 – We need to be doers of the word of God

CONCLUSION – These are just a few of the things involved in preaching the word.  We could probably have a series of lessons on this topic alone, but we must understand the responsibililty we have of preaching the word as part of our worship to God – 2 COR. 4:5 – Hopefully we will always fulfill this obligation here as we worship God in spirit and truth

