WORSHIP THE EFFECTUAL FERVENT PRAYER

JAMES 5:13-16 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – How instant, constant, earnest, and fervent in prayer are we?  How important is prayer to us today?  COL. 4:12- Epaphras labored fervently in prayers – Why?  So they could stand perfect and complete in all the will of God.

HOW DOES THE EFFECTUAL FERVENT PRAYER OF A RIGHTEOUS MAN AVAIL MUCH?

1. STRIVING – We are striving with others of like precious faith – ROM.15: 29-31 – Paul exhorts these brethren to “strive together” with him in prayers

2. DEEPEST THOUGHTS – Jesus prayed earnestly – LUKE 22:39-44 – Jesus prayed in agony.  He put everything he had within himself into his prayer.  His sweat was as “great drops of blood.”  Do you open up to God and express the sincere thoughts of your soul?

3. ENEMIES – He can pray for his enemies. – LUKE 6:27-35 – It takes a tremendous amount of love and compassion to fervently pray for our enemies.

4. NOT VAIN REPITITION – Righteous man speaks to God from the heart – MATT. 6:5-8 – They thought they would be heard for their much speaking

5. NO WAVERING – He does not doubt. – JAMES 1:5-7 – In order for our prayer to be meaningful and precious to God, we must ask in faith nothing doubting.

6. BACKED BY ACTION – 1 JN. 3:22 – No prayer is acceptable to God if the one who asks does not keep God’s commandments.

a. Do you pray for the growth of the church?  And yet you would never volunteer to teach a class, or even sign up to help out with the building, or 

clean the grounds.

b.  Do you pray for the erring?   But never go and try to restore them back to 

     salvation

7. ACCORDING TO GOD”S WILL – So often we pray selfishly and not according to God’s will – JAMES 4:1-3
a. Must be offered in Jesus name – 1 TIM. 2:5 – No prayer can be effective unless it is offered in the name of His Son.

b. We need to ask if it be God’s will – JAMES 4:13-15
WHY I PRAY – 

1. GOD LISTENS – 1 JN. 5:14 - And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us: - Have you ever wanted someone to just listen to you?

2. GOD CARES AND HE WILL HELP- HEB. 4:16 -  Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.
3. I LACK WISDOM – JAMES 1:5 - If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.
4. BECAUSE JESUS SAID I OUGHT TO PRAY – LUKE 18:1 -  And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always to pray, and not to faint;
5. BECAUSE I AM THANKFUL – PHIL. 4:6 - Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.
6. BECAUSE I NEED PARDON – 1 JN. 2:1-2 -   My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.
7. GREAT RESULTS OF OTHERS – JAMES 5:16-18 - Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.   Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years and six months.  And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit.
8. BECAUSE I BELIEVE GOD HAS THE ABILITY TO GRANT MORE THAN I’M ABLE TO THINK AND ASK – EPH. 3:14-21 - For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named,  That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man;

That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love,  May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God.  Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen
CONCLUSION – How effectual and fervent are your prayers?   Do they fail to avail much because you are living in sin? PROV. 28:9 - He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer shall be abomination.

ACTS 8:18-24 - And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy Ghost was given, he offered them money,  Saying, Give me also this power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost.  But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thought that the gift of God may be purchased with money.  Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is not right in the sight of God.  Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee.  For I perceive that thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity.  Then answered Simon, and said, Pray ye to the Lord for me, that none of these things which ye have spoken come upon me
