WORSHIP – THE GIFT OF GIVING 

2 COR. 8:1-5 TEXT

INTRODUCTION – This is the season of giving and to some degree we have been made more aware about giving as a result of the events of 9/11/01.  What is the true key to giving – the text tells us plainly the key is to give ourselves to God – if we have done this we will be able to give properly because we will be giving the gift of love – 1 COR. 13:1-3 –  Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.

No matter what we give, if it is not given in love, it profits nothing and is not acceptable to God.

This is why Jesus tells us – MATT. 22:37-40 – Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. 39 And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.

If we truly love God and our neighbor we will be able to give properly . 

What prevented the young man from obeying Jesus – MATT. 19:20-22 –  The young man saith unto him, All these things have I kept from my youth up: what lack I yet?  Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come and follow me.  But when the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful: for he had great possessions.

What lack I yet? –He was not willing to put God first – MATT. 6:24 –  No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.

God has to be first or he is last.

What examples do we have of God’s love for us – 

1. JN. 3:16 – “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”
2. EPH. 5:1-2 –  “Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children;  And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savour.” – 

WHAT KIND OF GIVER ARE YOU?

1. ACCIDENTAL OR DELIBERATE  - 2 COR. 9:6-7 – “But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully.  Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.  – This clearly state the N.T. principle for giving

a. Accidental – No plan or purpose in their giving.  Give God what is accidentally in their pocket – Leftovers – giving haphazardly is robbing God – MAL. 3:8-10 – What had they been doing, look at what they offered God – MAL. 1:7-8 – Are we like God’s people in O.T. times. The collection plate is past and you begin to scramble for your wallet – Lord your lucky this week, I’ve got a $5 bill.

b. Deliberate – Do we purpose a specified amount if our income is stable – Do we plan for God first in our budget – 2 COR. 9:7- States we must purpose (plan) in our hearts what we are to give. God blesses us, do we remember His blessings – When we get a bonus, sell real estate, or receive an inheritance.  Christ death was planned it was deliberate – ROM. 5:8-10 – Did Christ know this was the plan? Remember Gethasemne - Many Christians will lose their souls over the matter of giving, if we do not put God first it will be no accident that we end up in Hell.

2. GRUDGINGLY OR CHEERFULLY – 2 COR. 9:7 - Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.  

a. Grudgingly – Indian giver – I gave it to the Lord, but I wish I had it back!   If I had it back I could do other things with it – New clothes, new tools, new car, boat, home.  Even brethren who give liberally – not acceptable if given grudgingly – 1 TIM. 6:17-18 – They begrudge it because they trust in riches and do not have their trust in God.  We must remember God gave His Son freely – Notice the attitude of 1st century Christians – ACTS 4:32-35
b. Cheerfully – God loves a cheerful giver – 2 COR. 8:11-12 – Give of a willing heart glad to see the gospel preached and souls won to God – Happy to see saints being edified and growing spiritually  - Thankful to see saints in need taken care of.  Give not just to receive back even though it is true – LUKE 6:38 – We can never out give God – our creator and sustainer of life.

3. NECESSITY OR THANKSGIVER  - 2 COR. 9:7 - Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.  

a. Necessity – I give because I have to “duty only”  After all people would look down on me if I did not give.  I really rather not but feel like I oughta.  You see I am not really interested in winning souls to Christ – indifferent – So I always give a dollar or two, but only because I have to.  We must understand God does not need what we give – PSA. 50:10-12 – God is not poor.  We need to realize by giving we honor God and give Him thanks

b. Thanksgiver – 2 COR. 9:10-15 – We should be thankful to God for his unspeakable gift – “For God so loved the world” – JN. 3:16 – We need to be appreciative of what God has done for us.   Realize with gratitude in our hearts the source of our blessings – 1 COR. 13:1-3 – Our giving must be prompted by love – Lord I’m so glad you have blessed and I can give this much – I only wish it was more – 

4. SHOW OR SACRIFICE – MARK 12:38-44 -  And he said unto them in his doctrine, Beware of the scribes, which love to go in long clothing, and love salutations in the marketplaces,  And the chief seats in the synagogues, and the uppermost rooms at feasts:  Which devour widows' houses, and for a pretence make long prayers: these shall receive greater damnation.  And Jesus sat over against the treasury, and beheld how the people cast money into the treasury: and many that were rich cast in much.  And there came a certain poor widow, and she threw in two mites, which make a farthing.  And he called unto him his disciples, and saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, That this poor widow hath cast more in, than all they which have cast into the treasury:  For all they did cast in of their abundance; but she of her want did cast in all that she had, even all her living.
a. Show – N.T. giving must be sacrificial, not out of our abundance.  It is no sacrifice to give as the rich did – they gave just  to impress the people – “Look how much I give.” – 2 COR. 8:9 –  For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich. - We cannot out give Jesus and what he gave up on our behalf.

b. Sacrificially – 2 COR. 8:1-3 -  Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit of the grace of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia;  How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality.  For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were willing of themselves; - They followed the example of Christ and how he gave – They were in poverty and still gave beyond their power – Love knows no boundaries – generosity overflows – they gave till it hurt and kept on giving and if we would do that we would find out it stops hurting.      HEB. 12:1-3 -  Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us,  Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.  For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds.
CONCLUSION – When I examine what type of giver I am, the purpose is not to see how little can I give to God and get by.  Many brethren are proud we are not commanded not to tithe in the N.T. testament but for the wrong reason, it is so they can give less than 10% not more.  How are you as parents going to teach your children to give?  As little as possible or liberally?

As Christians living in a period of grace and liberty we have:

1. A better law – HEB. 7:18-19
2. Better promises – HEB. 8:6
3. A better blood sacrifice – HEB. 9:13-14
4. A better house – HEB. 3:3-7; 8:2
5. A greater commission – MK. 16:15 – Tithing was necessary to support a religion to one nation

Now some pertinent questions are in order:

1. Has God raised every other standard in the N.T. and lowered the standard on giving?

2. Of the Jews, God required a tenth. Of us he requires liberality which is more?

3. The Jews gave because of a binding law.  We give because we love the Lord which is deeper, law or love?

4. We are to give as we have been prospered - 1 COR. 16:1-2 – Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye. Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come.  Has God prospered us less than he did the Jews?

5. When thousands of Jews who had been tithers all of their lives became Christians, do you think they gave less?

6. Many in the religious world, the churches built by men tithe to support error.  Should we give less to support the truth

Our giving is the means of the church having finances, and we should be liberal in our giving – 2 COR. 8:5-7 -  And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God. Insomuch that we desired Titus, that as he had begun, so he would also finish in you the same grace also.  Therefore, as ye abound in every thing, in faith, and utterance, and knowledge, and in all diligence, and in your love to us, see that ye abound in this grace also.

What kind of giver are you?  You know what kind you are but remember so does God!

