WORSHIP - THE LORD’S SUPPER

ACTS 2:41-47 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – Many great and beautiful monuments have been built in times past by man to honor great men for different reasons – Washington Monument – Lincoln Memorial – Pyramids to honor the kings of Egypt. The Lord’s Supper is a memorial that was instituted by Christ – LUKE 22:19-20 - Luke’s account in ACTS 2:41-47 clearly shows the early Christians continued in the apostles doctrine and in breaking of bread – partaking of the Lord’s supper.

Verse 46 – again refers to the “breaking of bread” from house to house.  How do we know that the breaking of bread here refers to a common meal and not the Lord’s Supper – because it was done daily – Note – ACTS 20:7 – We have an example of when the disciples broke bread and took the Lord’s Supper – it was the first day of the week.

As we examine the Lord’s Supper and study this act of worship we will notice:

1. IT IS AN INDIVIDUAL ACT OF WORSHIP – 1 COR. 11:23-30
a. Vs. 28 – “Let a man examine himself and so let him eat of that bread and drink of that cup” – this implies singularity

b. Vs. 29 – “He that eateth and drinketh unworthily eateth and drinketh damnation unto himself not discerning the Lord’s body”

2. PUBLIC ASSEMBLY – Although the Lord’s Supper is an individual act it is to be done in the public assembly – 1 COR. 11:18
a. Paul instructs them how they are to properly partake of the Lord’s Supper when they come together – 1 COR. 11:33-34 – Paul states when they come together they are to tarry for one another so your worship will not be in vain.

b. Why are we to partake of the Lord’s Supper? – MATT. 26:26-29 – So we can have fellowship with God and Christ

c. Are we really having fellowship with God when we partake of the Lord’s Supper? – 1 COR. 10:14-17 – When we partake of the emblems, Jesus communes with us and we partake of his sufferings, his joys, and the spiritual blessings available only in Christ.

d. If we forsake the assembly on the Lord’s Day we are stating that we do not want to fellowship with God – HEB. 10:23-29 – We have then trampled under foot the Son of God and counted the blood of the covenant he shed as unholy.

3. SINCERE MANNER – It is important that those who partake do so in a sincere manner – 1 COR. 5:1-8 – It is God’s will that everyone who so “eats and drinks” the Lord’s Supper is striving to be truly devoted to God.

a. The scriptures teach that God’s grace is extended to all men, but only a few receive the benefit of that saving grace – EPH. 6:23-24 – The grace of God only benefits those that love God sincerely

b. Unless we are striving to be sincere then we are offending God instead of pleasing Him by faithful obedience – PHIL. 1:9-11 

c. If we are to partake of the Lord’s Supper in a sincere manner we must examine ourselves – 2 COR. 13:5 

d. We must have the proper attitude – 1 COR. 11:18-22
4. FREQUENCY – How often are we to partake of this memorial feast?  If we listen to the teachings of men it does not matter – once a year, quarterly, or just during special times as Christmas or Easter.  We need to have authority for what we do in our worship to God so it will be pleasing unto Him, so we need to look in His word the gospel and see what Christ authorizes – ACTS 20:7 – How often do we have a first day of the week?

a. Let’s notice what Paul taught in all the churches – 1 COR. 4:17 – Paul taught the Lord’s Supper was to be observed on the first day of every week.

b. Also note – PHIL. 4:9 – What did Paul teach about the Lord’s Supper?

c. The inspired writers clearly tell us the disciples assembled together – ACTS 11:26 – But when did they come together? – on the first day of the week

5. PARTAKERS – As a Christian partakes of the Lord’s Supper it should be a privilege that is regarded very highly - 1 COR. 10:14-21 – Paul places emphasis on the fact that those who observe the Lord’s Supper become a partaker of the “sacrifice given”

a. As a Christian partakes he remembers there was one who was willing to die for me – HEB. 2:9 – 

b. As he reflects on the death, burial, and resurrection he remembers we are to strive to follow his example in the life we are now living – 1 PET. 2:21-25
c. When partaking we reflect on the promise of the Lord that He will return, He will come again without sin unto salvation and He will receive His kingdom and deliver it back to His Father. – HEB. 9:28 – Paul states what will happen when He returns – PHIL. 3:20-21
d. As Christians partake they reaffirm their dedication to the Lord – ROM. 12:1-2 – Our attitude should be we want our bodies to be used in the service of the Lord.

e. As a Christian individually partakes they are proclaiming they believe that Jesus died, was buried, then arose and that as a result of that resurrection we too are free from the curse of sin because of that precious blood that Jesus shed on our behalf – 1 COR. 15:1-4
CONCLUSION – ACTS 2:42 – As noted earlier the first century Christians continued in the “breaking of bread” or the observance of the Lord’s Supper, which is partaking of fellowship.  

If you are not a Christian, you do not enjoy fellowship with God, because you are still living in sin.  Sin is what separates us from God, but you can have those sins forgiven today – they can be removed by contacting the blood of Jesus.  Will you respond today?

