WORSHIP IN SPIRIT AND TRUTH

JOHN 4:23-24

INTRODUCTION – What is our purpose for gathering together today, on the Lords’ day the first day of the week?  

Worship is defined by W.E. Vine’s Expositary Dictionary – “ to  make obeisance, do reverance to, an act of homage or reverance.  Broadly it may be regarded as the direct acknowledgement to God, of his nature, attributes, ways and claims, whether by the outgoing of the heart in praise and thanksgiving or by the deed done in such acknowledgment.”

Who is the object of our worship?  MATT. 4:8-10 – We are only to adore the Lord our God

How are we to worship?  JOHN 4:23-24 – Our worship must be with every fiber of our being.

Does it really matter how we worship as long as we are sincere?  

Vain worship - MATT. 15:8-9 – 

Idolatrous worship -  REV.9:20-21 – 

Ignorant worship – ACTS 17:22-23

Certainly as we gather here today we would want our worship to be pleasing to God.  In order for this to be the case it must be offered by faith – HEB. 11:6 and since faith comes from hearing God’s word – ROM. 10:17 – We will examine in our lesson today six things God’s word tells us are necessary for us to worship God acceptably, in spirit and truth – JN. 8:32; JN. 17:17

1. ATTENTION – God wants our undivided attention

A. ACTS 16:13-15 – Lydia was giving God her undivided attention

B. As children of God we can give God our undivided attention when we:

1.) PRAY – JAMES 5:16 – Healing – physical/spiritual

2.) SING – Singing songs of praise is one way of giving God our attention – COL. 3:16-17 – 

3.) LORD’ SUPPER – When we discern the elements of the Lord’s Supper properly we are giving God our attention – 1 COR. 11:27-29

4.) STUDY – When we daily study God’s word we are giving God attention -   2 TIM. 2:15

5.) GIVE – When we give unto God with purpose, and that purpose is to glorify Him and express our love for him then we are truly giving God our attention – 2 COR. 9:7-9

2. MEMORY – God wants us to remember certain things as we worship Him. 

A. LORD’S SUPPER – Jesus said we should always observe the Lord’s Supper in remembrance of Him.  We need to remember that he died for my sins and he died for your sins!  We need to also remember if he had not died salvation would not be possible – ACTS 4:12 – Salvation is only in Christ

B. 1 COR. 11:20-26 – Paul reminded them that they were not partaking of the Lord’s Supper properly

C. EX. 12:14, 24-33 – Example of Israel observing the Passover in order to remember the death plague that passed over them as they came out of Egypt

D. 1 COR. 5:7 – Today Christ is our Passover lamb – How do we remember Christ as our Passover.

3. PRAISE – Christians are to offer up to God praise continually

A. HEB. 13:15 – The fruit of our lips – This includes singing, praying, teaching, preaching, exhortations.

B. 1 PET. 2:9-12 -  

