WORSHIPPING GOD IN SPIRIT AND TRUTH

JOHN 4:23-24

INTRODUCTION – What is our purpose for gathering together today, on the Lords’ day the first day of the week?  

Worship is defined by W.E. Vine’s Expository Dictionary – “to make obeisance, do reverence to, an act of homage or reverence, to adore.  Broadly it may be regarded as the direct acknowledgement to God, of his nature, attributes, ways and claims, whether by the outgoing of the heart in praise and thanksgiving or by the deed done in such acknowledgment.”

Who is the object of our worship?  MATT. 4:8-10 – We are only to adore the Lord our God - Again, the devil took Him up on an exceedingly high mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9 And he said to Him, "All these things I will give You if You will fall down and worship me." 10 Then Jesus said to him, "Away with you, Satan! For it is written, 'You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.' " 
How are we to worship?  JOHN 4:23-24 – Our worship must be with every fiber of our being - But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. 24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth." 
Does it really matter how we worship as long as we are sincere?  

Vain worship - MATT. 15:8-9 – These people draw near to Me with their mouth, And honor Me with their lips, But their heart is far from Me. 9 And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.' " 
Idolatrous worship -  REV.9:20-21 – But the rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands, that they should not worship demons, and idols of gold, silver, brass, stone, and wood, which can neither see nor hear nor walk. 21 And they did not repent of their murders or their sorceries or their sexual immorality or their thefts. 
Ignorant worship – ACTS 17:22-23 - Then Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus and said, "Men of Athens, I perceive that in all things you are very religious; 23 for as I was passing through and considering the objects of your worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Therefore, the One whom you worship without knowing(ignorantly), Him I proclaim to you:
Certainly as we gather here today we would want our worship to be pleasing to God.  In order for this to be the case it must be offered by faith – HEB. 11:6 and since faith comes from hearing God’s word – ROM. 10:17 – We will examine in our lesson today six things God’s word tells us are necessary for us to worship God acceptably, in spirit and truth – JN. 8:32; JN. 17:17
1. ATTENTION – God wants our undivided attention.  Where is your mind this morning?
A. ACTS 16:13-15 – Lydia was giving God her undivided attention

B. As children of God we can give God our undivided attention when we:

1.) PRAY – JAMES 5:16 – Healing – physical/spiritual.  The righteous man has the attention of God.
2.) SING – Singing songs of praise from the heart is one way of giving God our attention – COL. 3:16-17
3.) LORD’ SUPPER – When we discern the elements of the Lord’s Supper properly we are giving God our attention – 1 COR. 11:27-29
4.) STUDY – When we daily study God’s word we are giving God attention -   2 TIM. 2:15 – If we are being diligent to be approved of God then we are giving him and his word our attention.
5.) GIVE – When we give unto God with purpose, and that purpose is to glorify Him and express our love for him then we are truly giving God our attention – 2 COR. 9:7-9
2. MEMORY – God wants us to remember certain things as we worship Him. 

A. LUKE 22:19-20 – Jesus said do this in memory of me.  Jesus said we should always observe the Lord’s Supper in remembrance of Him.  We need to remember that he died for my sins and he died for your sins!  We need to also remember if he had not died salvation would not be possible.
B. 1 COR. 11:20-26 – Paul reminded them that they were not partaking of the Lord’s Supper properly

C. 2 PET. 1:12-15 – God wants us to remember as we worship his truth that we must apply to our lives.
D. REV. 2:5 – We need to remember to repent.  Repentance is part of worship.
3. PRAISE – Christians are to offer up to God praise continually

A. HEB. 13:15 – The fruit of our lips – This includes singing, praying, teaching, preaching, exhortations.

B. 1 PET. 2:9-12 - We should praise him who called us out of darkness.
C. PSA. 145:1-5 – God is truly worthy of our praise everyday, but especially on the 1st day of the week.  Is it asking too much to devote 3 hours to God on his day, the first day of the week?

4. FELLOWSHIP – Worship in spirit and truth is a sharing or joint participation with our brethren and our God.

A. ACTS 2:41-42 – The early Christians continued in fellowship steadfastly.  It was important to them.

B. 1 JN. 1:3-7 – To have fellowship with God we must strive to be righteous.

C. PHIL. 3:10-11 – Even when we suffer as a Christians we have fellowship with God.

5. SERVICE – Worship is active not passive. It is service not being served
A. HEB. 12:28 – Our worship to God is part of our service to him.  Worship is for serving God not for serving man.

B. ROM. 12:1-2 – Presenting our bodies to God as living sacrifices is within our reasonable service.

C. ACTS 20:17-21 – Our service must be offered in humility.  Our service does not end at the end of this service it is just beginning.
6. MEDICINE – Our worship serves as preventative medicine. 

A. 2 THESS. 2:13 – Receiving the word of truth gives us a boost and works effectively in us.  For this reason we also thank God without ceasing, because when you received the word of God which you heard from us, you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which also effectively works in you who believe.
B. PSA. 119:11 – Worship allows us to store up the word of God in our heart - Your word I have hidden in my heart, That I might not sin against You! 

C. REV. 3:18 – Sometimes we need the eye salve of the gospel applied to our eyes so we can clearly see the truth. I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see.
CONCLUSION – 

Is our worship in spirit and truth?

Do we truly seek to give God adoration and praise?

Have we given God our attention today?

When we leave will we continue our service to God?

Are you spiritually sick and need the eye salve of the gospel applied to your life?

