WOULD SAUL ARREST US?
ACTS 8:1-3, 9:1-2
INTRODUCTION – If we were living in the first century would Saul have arrested you for being a Christian?  In other words would there be enough evidence in your life that without a shadow of a doubt proves you were a Christian and to make Saul want to get you off the street.  

What I want to bring to our attention in our lesson today is the consistency we need to be displaying as we strive to walk by faith.  The purpose of this lesson is to stimulate us to openly and honestly examine the life we portray to others and to think about our influence.

WOULD SAUL HAVE ARRESTED YOU?  BASED ON YOUR – 

I. SPEECH – Is our speech just like those of the world?
A. JAMES 3:9-12 – The first thing we need in our speech is consistency.  Not double talk and speech that proves we are not placing our total trust in God.

B. EPH. 4:25, 29, 31 – Paul instructs the brethren at Ephesus to get rid of lying, corrupt words (gossip, rumor), evil speaking.

C. COL. 4:6 – Speech be as salt.  Salt flavors something and makes it easy to swallow.

D. MATT. 5:33-37 – Jesus says we need to be honest and let our “yes be yes and our no be no.”  Would Saul have been able to tell by our speech we are a Christian?

II. DRESS – Do we dress just like the world?
A. 1 TIM. 2:9-10 – Do we dress modestly?  Not according to the standards of the world but how God would have us to dress. To many of us, clothing will always be the most obvious expression of modesty and that is not a surprise because of the importance that the Holy Spirit attached to our attire. Modesty implies moderation between two extremes and the extremes in this case are overdressing in opulence that incites envy in those less fortunate and under dressing in impudence that incites lust in the hearts of men.

B. 1 PET. 3:3-4 - Godly women should be known for more than the finery of their clothing and jewelry.  They should be known for the richness of their character and sobriety. Rich or revealing clothing is not precious in the sight of God, no matter how many second looks it provokes; what matters to God is the opposite kind of character that deflects that kind of attention with a sober wardrobe that considers its impact on others. A modest person does not need to be the center of attention or behave in such a way that people are shocked by him.
C. ESTHER 1:11-12 – Example of modesty. Think of Persia’s Queen Vashti refusing to parade her gorgeous self in front of her husband’s drunken, leering cronies.

D. EXODUS 28:40-43 – The priests of the OT were told to pay special attention to their modesty.

III. CONDUCT – Does our conduct differ from the world?  Our conduct will not be different if our character is not different
A. ROM. 12:1-2 – In order for our conduct to be renewed our mind must first be renewed.

B. MATT. 5:13-16 – How much light are we shedding on this world of sin and darkness?

C. MATT. 7:13-14 – Do we get caught up in just following the crowd?
D. JN. 13:34-35 – Do we show we love our brethren by our actions?

E. GAL. 6:1-2 – You who are spiritual.  Have you reached the point spiritually where you are reaching out to brethren who are struggling?

F. 1 PET. 2:21 – If we want our conduct to be different from the world then follow the correct example – Jesus!!!

IV. WILLINGNESS TO SHARE CHRIST – Would Saul arrest you today based on your willingness to share Christ with others?
A. JN. 1:35-42 – Andrew wanted Simon Peter to know about Christ.

B. JN. 4:27-30 – Samaritan woman at the well went back to the city.

C. ACTS 4:8-12, 18-20 – Notice the actions of Peter and John.

D. ACTS 8:4 – Who was Saul trying to round up?  The disciples who were going everywhere preaching the word.

E. 1 COR. 15:3-4 – What did Paul share with those at Corinth?  D/B/R

CONCLUSION – 

Would Saul view you as a threat?

Is our speech and dress different from the world?  

Does our conduct and character distinguish us from the world?

Do we strive to share Christ with others?

Salvation is only in Christ!!!






