X-TREME MAKEOVER
ROMANS 12:1-2 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – I am sure most of us are familiar with the term extreme makeover.  We realize there are shows on TV that use this type of format to draw in an audience.  They are usually trying to improve the looks of something.  Maybe it is the physical appearance of a certain person who is overweight, needs a new hair style, or new wardrobe.  Sometimes it is changing the appearance someone’s house by remodeling or completely landscaping the yard.  We will be discussing today the spiritual makeover that must take place in our lives.
When Paul wrote to the Christians at Rome he was instructing them that God expects an extreme makeover in his people – ROM. 12:1-2 - I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. In order for us to not be conformed to this world but be transformed we must go thru an extreme makeover.  Our study today will be what is involved in an extreme makeover that must take place in us.
WHAT IS INVOLVED IN AN EXTREME MAKEOVER?

I. DARKNESS VS. LIGHT – Cannot abide in the darkness any longer.  We must go to the opposite extreme.
A. EPH. 5:8 – As Christians we were once darkness but now we are children of light so we must walk as children of light. For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light.
B. ROM. 13:11-14 – It is not enough to just be out of the darkness and in the light, we must put on the armor of light so we can walk properly and not make provisions for the lusts of the flesh. And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed. 12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light. 13 Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts. 

C. 1 PETER 2:9-10 – We cannot be the special people of God if we continue in darkness - But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 10 who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy.  

D. 1 JN. 1:5-7 – Fellowship with God can only be obtained by walking in the light - This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.
II. SIN TO DEATH VS. OBEDIENCE TO RIGHTEOUSNESS – We must come to a decision.  What is your choice?
A. ISA. 59:1-2 – Look at what sin does for us – it separates us from God. - Behold, the LORD's hand is not shortened, That it cannot save; Nor His ear heavy, That it cannot hear 2 But your iniquities have separated you from your God; And your sins have hidden His face from you, So that He will not hear. 

B. ROM. 3:10-18, 23 – How do we appear to God in our sins?  It is not a pretty picture.
C. ROM. 6:23 – What do we get for our sinful appearance?  Our wages are death

D. ROM. 6:16-18 – How do we want to appear before God? It is our choice we must make the decision to change. Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one's slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness? 17 But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. 18 And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness
E. TITUS 2:11-14 – To experience this makeover we must deny (turn our back) sin and live righteously. For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, 12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works
III. OLD MAN VS. NEW MAN – Put off the old and put on the new.
A. EPH. 4:22-30 – Put away our old conduct and put on righteousness and holiness.

B. COL. 3:6-11 – Paul instructs the brethren at Colossae to put off the way they once walked.

C. ROM. 6:3-7 – We become dead to sin by burying the old man and then rising to walk in newness of life.

D. 2 COR. 5:17 – Paul told the brethren at Corinth they were new creatures in Christ - Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.
E. GAL. 6:15 – Are you a new creation? For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, but a new creation. 

IV. CHILD OF DEVIL VS, CHILD OF GOD – 

A. JN. 8:44 – If we have lived long enough to reach the age of accountability at one point in time our father has been the devil. You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it.
B. ACTS 13:8-10 – I.E. - But Elymas the sorcerer (for so his name is translated) withstood them, seeking to turn the proconsul away from the faith. 9 Then Saul, who also is called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked intently at him 10 and said, "O full of all deceit and all fraud, you son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, will you not cease perverting the straight ways of the Lord?
C. JAMES 4:7 – How do we escape the grasp of the devil? Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.
D. JN. 1:11-12 – We can have a makeover - He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him. 12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name:
E. GAL. 3:26-27 – Paul told those in Galatia how to become children of God - For you are all children (sons) of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
F. PHIL. 2:12-16 – If we become children of God how are we to live? Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure. 14 Do all things without complaining and disputing, 15 that you may become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 16 holding fast the word of life, so that I may rejoice in the day of Christ that I have not run in vain or labored in vain. 
CONCLUSION – 

Are you in need of a makeover?

Is your life a mess? 

Are you willing to let God give you a spiritual makeover?

