COLOSSIANS

LESSON ONE – INTRODUCTION

The City of Colossae

The city of Colossae lay in the valley of the Lycus River in Asia Minor (called Asia in N.T. times), in a mountainous district about one hundred miles east of Ephesus.   It was located on the western seacoast of Asia Minor in what is now modern day Turkey.  Its neighboring cities were Laodicea and Heirapolis – Col. 2:1, 4:13-16; Rev. 3:14, both of which overshadowed Colossae in its importance.

It has been stated that Colossae was the least significant city that received an epistle from the apostle Paul.  In the 5th century BC during the Persian period, it had been a prosperous and populous city, but by the time of Paul it had suffered a great decline, and had been eclipsed by its sister cities, Heirapolis and Laodicea, in numbers and prosperity.  All three cities were located in the valley of the Lycus river with its lush hillsides providing good grazing because the area had rich volcanic soil.  This made sheep raising very profitable and Laodicea was famous for its production of fine woolen garments, and Colossae gave its name to a peculiar purple wool called “Collossinus.”  The waters of the Lycus River were very conducive to the dying of cloth.  The economy of Colossae seems to have been based largely upon the fabric industry.

Although Colossae was in the Roman province of Asis, its citizens were ethnically Phrygian.  The Phrygians were given to many pagan superstitions absorbed from the Asiatics they contacted.  Almost every known pagan religion could be found in Phrygia.  This may be the reason why the Colossian heresy was such a mixture of ideas.  However, the region of Lydia and Phrygia held a substantial Jewish population due to the fact that Syrian King Antiochus the Great imported 2000 Jewish families into Phrygia about 170 BC.  The Jews multiplied until it is estimated that there were 50,000 Jews in the area in New Testament times.  Paul encountered much opposition from the Jews in this general area during his missionary trips.

The presence of so many Jews in this area could offer some explanation as to why the Colossian heresy included some Jewish ideas and also why the Galatian Christians who were nearby were affected by Judaizing teachers.  In spite of the large Jewish influence, the church in Colossae seems to have been composed primarily of Gentiles – Col. 1:27.

In New Testament times during the reign of the Roman Empire, there was no country of Phrygia as such.  The land of the Phrygians had been divided into two parts - the larger part was in the province of Asia and the rest was in Galatia.
The church at Colossae

The establishment of the church in Colossae is uncertain.  At issue is whether Paul had ever been there.  The distant way in which Paul writes that he has “heard” of his readers’ faith - Col. 1:4, and his comments imply that he has not personally been in Colossae - Col. 2:1.

How did the church get established and what connection does Paul have with this church?

It is possible that some Colossians were included among the Phrygians who were in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost when the church was established – Acts 2:10.  Some suggest that Paul may have done some work there during his third missionary journey, on the way to Ephesus – Acts 18:23, 19:1.  During Paul’s third missionary journey, he spent three years in Ephesus, and it was during that time frame that all who dwelt in Asia heard the word of God – Acts 19:8-10.  So as the effect of his ministry spread throughout Asia Minor, it may not have been Paul himself, but one of his co-workers, probably Epaphrus, who taught the gospel of Christ to the Colossians – Col. 1:5-8.  It seems he had preached in Heirapolis and Laodicea – Col. 4:12-13.  Epaphras is identified as “one of you” – Col. 4:12, suggesting that he was originally from Colossae.

Apparently Epaphras visits Paul while he is in prison to solicit his advice concerning a dangerous heresy threatening the church at Colossae.  Paul wrote his epistle to them following this visit by Epaphras.

The Colossian church was made up mainly of Gentiles – Col. 1:21, 27, 3:5-7.  One of the Colossian Christians was Philemon, and apparently the church in Colossae met in his home – Philemon 19.

Author of Colossians

The author of the epistle to the Colossians identifies himself as the apostle Paul three times – Col. 1:1, 23, 4:18.  There is strong internal and external evidence that supports his claim.  The author refers to conditions known to have been characteristic of Paul:  his imprisonment – Col. 4:3, 10, 18; his ministry to the Gentiles – Col. 1:24-29; and his acquaintances, Timothy - Col. 1:1; Aristarchus - Col. 4:10; Acts 27:2; Mark – Col. 4:10; Acts 12:25; Luke – Col. 4:14; Demas – Col. 4:14; And Archippus – Col. 4:17; Philemon 24.

Next, the author’s style, vocabulary, and contents of this epistle match the characteristics of Paul’s writings.  There are enough similarities between Colossians and the other epistles written by Paul to identify this epistle as one of the apostle’s writings.  There are also enough differences to rule out the possibility of another writer ascribing it to Paul.  Critics have noted that there are 34 words contained in Colossians that are found no- where else in the New Testament.  Most of theses words are found in the early part of the letter, primarily chapters 1-2, where Paul is arguing against a rather unique heresy and as a result would understandably find occasion to employ a somewhat different vocabulary.  After removing such words from the number, it is found that Colossians actually does not have a disproportionate number of new words in comparison to other Pauline epistles.  Finally, from the external point of view, ancient writers who lived in much greater proximity to Paul attribute this letter to him.  The list includes Eusebius – 300 AD;  Origen – 250AD; Clement of Alexandria – 200 AD; Tertullian – 200 AD; Irenaeus – 200 AD and the Muratorian Fragment – 180 AD.

Time and Place of Writing

 The epistle to the church at Colossae is one of Paul’s letters written while he was in prison – Col. 4:18 (Ephesians, Philippians, and Philemon).  The fact that Paul was in prison indicates where he was when he wrote it.  Paul had three extended imprisonments:  1.) Two years in Caesarea – Acts 23:31-35; 24:27.   2.) Two years in Rome – Acts 28:16, 30-31.  3.) A period again in Rome shortly before his death – 2 Tim. 1:16-18; 4:6, 16-18.  The general consensus is that this epistle was written during Paul’s second imprisonment in Rome.  If the 2nd imprisonment is indeed the time frame of this letter, then Paul would have written the Colossians between 61-63 AD from prison in Rome.  It is thought since Paul was anticipating his release, he probably wrote this epistle toward the end of his imprisonment, or about 62 AD.  The indication is that the epistles to the Colossians, Philemon, and Ephesians were delivered to their specific destination by Tychicus and Onesimus who was converted to Christ by the apostle Paul – Col. 4:7-9; Philemon 10-12; Eph. 6:21-22.

Subject and Purpose

Paul had received a report of the status of the church at Colossae from Epaphras who visited Paul while he was still in prison in Rome.  The report from Epaphras was for the most part positive but it appears he asked the advice of the apostle Paul in regard to the dangerous heresy that was facing the church in Colossae.  As a result of Paul’s awareness of the problem he strongly suggests that the church in Colossae was facing a twofold danger:  the danger of relapsing into paganism with all its immorality – Col. 1:21-23; 2:6; 3:5-11 and the danger of accepting what has come to be known as the “Colossian Heresy.”   The primary occasion for Paul’s epistle to the Colossians seems to have been the need to combat the so called “Colossian Heresy” which threatened the church.  Though a complete and detailed picture of this heresy is not provided, it is evident that it was a merging or blending of four elements of both pagan and Jewish origin:  first, the philosophies of men, which denied the all-sufficiency and preeminence of Christ – Col. 2:8; secondly, Judaistic ceremonialism, which attached special significance to such rites as circumcision, restriction from eating certain foods, and the observance of holy days – Col. 2:18; next included in this heresy was the observance of worship to angels, which detracts from the deity of Christ and His uniqueness as the Son of God – Col. 2:18;  finally, the harsh treatment of the body as a means to control its lusts, which is known as asceticism –Col. 2:23.  To combat this false teaching, Paul devotes a great deal of time and space in this letter to make a strong statement about the deity and all-sufficiency of Christ. It has been observed that Ephesians and Colossians have much in content that is similar.  While this is true, they differ distinctly on their emphasis.  The letter to the church at Ephesus emphasizes the importance of the church, while the letter to the church at Colossae emphasizes Christ – the fullness of God, the preeminent and all-sufficient Savior.  Paul is emphasizing that giving Christ the proper honor and glory as the only begotten Son of God is the answer to the “Colossian Heresy.”

LESSON ONE  - QUESTIONS - INTRODUCTION

1. Where from a geographic standpoint was the city of Colossae located?

2. What was the background of this city?

3. What was the main industry of Colossae?

4. How did the church at Colossae get established?

5. Who had taught the Colossians the truth?

6. Who wrote this epistle?

7. Where was he when he wrote it?

8. When was it written?

9. Why did he write it? 

10. What is the theme of this epistle?

LESSON TWO

Col. 1:1-2 – 

1:1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are in Colossea: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.    NKJV

OUTLINE OF 1:1-2

I.  Salutation – 1:1-2 

A. Author – 1:1

B. Qualifications  - Apostle – 1:1

C. Recipients – 1: 2a

D. Greetings – 1:2b

Salutation

1:1-2

Paul begins his epistle to the Colossians with a rather typical greeting.  In the introductory phase of the letter, he identifies himself and asserts his apostleship.  He names those associated with him in extending the greeting, in this case it is Timothy.  He invokes God’s peace and grace upon the brethren at Colossae.  It was important to Paul at the very beginning of the letter to assert the authority he had to write such a letter, since it would contain stern admonitions and instructions that they should not be deceived by the false doctrines threatening the church in Colossae.  Therefore, Paul, as he does in eight other epistles, claims that he is an apostle of Jesus Christ.  He strengthens that claim by asserting he is such by the will of God - Acts 9:10-16. He did not usurp the office of an apostle nor did men appoint him to that office as he was chosen by Jesus Christ – Gal. 1:1.  Therefore, the instructions given to the Colossians by the apostle Paul carried the same authority, and they were obligated to heed the message as it was indeed the message of Christ and not the message of mere man – Gal. 1:11-12.

Timothy is mentioned in the greeting as being with Paul as the letter is written, even though he is not the author.  Timothy is never mentioned in the opening of a letter unless the brethren know him personally. The question is how had Timothy come to know the brethren in Colossae?  It is likely that Timothy became acquainted with the brethren while he was with Paul in Ephesus and the gospel was spreading from that city to all of Asia – Acts 19:10, 22.  It is speculation, but it may be that Timothy went to Colossae from Ephesus on his way home to Lystra.  Some of the Colossians such as Philemon and Epaphras – Philemon 1; Col. 1:7, 4:12 – who Paul and Timothy seem to know personally, may have traveled to Ephesus since it seems that Paul had never been to Colossae – Col. 1:4, 2:1.

Paul addresses the Colossians as saints and faithful brethren.  The first term, saints, is suggestive of their relationship and union with God, while the second term, brethren, suggests their relationship with their fellow Christians.   Even though Paul warns them of the dangers of the relapsing into idolatry and the threat of human philosophies, they have not yielded and they are still faithful at the time of the writing of this epistle.

In the opening salutation of all of Paul’s epistles he greets his readers with an invocation of God’s grace and peace.  These are standard Greek and Jewish greetings.  Even though it was the case that the Gentiles for the most part were predominate in the church at Colossae, there was still a significant Jewish element in the city.  It was always the practice of the apostle Paul, since he was a man of both worlds, to recognize each group with such a greeting.

LESSON TWO – QUESTIONS - 1:1-2

1. Who opens the epistle to the Colossians with a greeting?  vs. 1

2. How does he assert that he has the authority to write this letter? vs. 1

3. Define apostle. vs. 1

4. Who appointed Paul to this office? vs. 1

5. What are the qualifications of an apostle? vs. 1

6. Who else does Paul mention in the greeting and why? vs. 1

7. The term “saints” describes what relationship? vs. 2

8. The phrase “faithful brethren” describes what relationship? vs. 2

9. What did Paul wish for the Colossians? vs. 2

10. What does Paul’s greeting in Colossians 1:1-2 reveal about him?

LESSON THREE

Col. 1:3-8 – 

3 We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, 4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of your love for all the saints; 5 because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel, 6 which has come to you, as it has also in all the world, and is bringing forth fruit, as it is also among you since the day you heard and knew the grace of God in truth; 7 as you also learned from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf, 8 who also declared to us your love in the Spirit.     NKJV

OUTLINE OF 1:3-8

E. Prayer of thanks – 1:3-8

a. Give thanks always – 1:3

b. Why we give thanks – 1:4-8

i. Because we hear of your faith – 1:4a

ii. Because we hear of your love – 1:4b

iii. Faith and love produced by the hope they had learned in the gospel – 1:5-8

1. The gospel is come to you – 1:6a

2. The gospel increases and bears fruit – 1:6b

3. You learned the gospel from Epaphrus – 1:7-8

- He is a faithful minister – 1:7

 - He declared unto us your love – 1:8

Paul’s Gratitude for the Colossians

1:3-8

After extending greetings to the Colossian brethren, Paul now begins his lengthy expression of thanksgiving.  This pouring forth of thanks is typical of Paul and is only omitted in 2 Corinthians, Galatians, 1 Timothy, and Titus.  Paul was very thankful for his brethren, and he was not reluctant to let them know how he felt and that they were constantly in his prayers.

Paul now begins to state some reasons why he is so thankful for the Colossian brethren.  He is thankful because he has heard of their faith and love for all the saints.  This information apparently came from Epaphras, one of their number who is now with Paul – Col. 1:8.  Next, he reveals that he is grateful for the object of their hope which awaited them in heaven – Col. 3:1-2; 1 Pet. 1:4.  Paul is convinced by the report of their faith and love that an abode in heaven awaits them.  They had been informed of this hope when they were taught the gospel, which Paul refers to as “the word of truth,” perhaps anticipating a contrast with the false and vain philosophies he would attack – Col. 2:8-23.

The gospel had come to this small and remote city of Colossae as it spread to every nook and cranny of the whole world – Col. 1:23.  In every instance, obedience to the gospel brings about the bearing of spiritual fruit and such was the case with the brethren at Colossae.  They had not been spiritually stagnant since their conversion but had been growing spiritually and numerically.

Epaphras had evidently been responsible for bringing them the gospel and teaching them the way of truth.  As a result, many were converted and he was or had become a member of the church in Colossae – Col. 4:12.  There are two references to him in this epistle – Col. 1:7, 4:12 – but Paul also mentions him in his epistle to Philemon in verse 23.  Paul endorses Epaphras and his teaching by referring to him as a “beloved fellow bond-servant” and “faithful servant of Christ.”  Paul held Epaphras in high esteem because of his dedicated service to Paul and the Colossians. By such recognition, Paul gives him credibility in contrast to those who were spreading the false philosophies of men, which posed a threat to the brethren at Colossae.

Paul had heard the good news of the love of the Colossian brethren from Epaphras.  This type of love is said to be “in the Spirit” because the Spirit is the source that makes the existence and exercise of such love possible.  Love is indeed listed as part of the fruit of the Spirit – Gal. 5:22.

In spite of the overall good report that Epaphras gives the apostle Paul in regard to the Colossians and their resistance to the heresies which confronted them, it seems that Paul was sufficiently alarmed to the threat facing his brethren that he took the liberty to write this epistle to them.

LESSON THREE – QUESTIONS - 1:3-8

1. How important were other Christians to Paul?  How did he express his feeling for others?  vs. 3

2. What had Paul heard about these brethren at Colossae?  How important are these characteristics? vs. 4

3. How did they and how do we know about the hope laid up in heaven? vs. 5

4. What does the gospel bring forth?  vs. 6 

5. How long had the gospel been bringing forth fruit in their lives?  vs. 6

6. What is the nature of the gospel? vs. 5-8

7. Who taught them the gospel?  How is this person described?  vs. 7, also see Col. 4:12

8. Who had given Paul a report of their condition? vs. 8

9. Did they display love in their lives because the Holy Spirit was in them?  vs. 8

LESSON FOUR

Col. 1:9-12

9 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10 that you may have a walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy; 12 giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light.   NKJV

OUTLINE 1:9-12

F. Prayer of request

a. Why we make request – 1:9a

b. When we make request – w/o ceasing 1:9b

c. What we request – 1:9-13

i. That you be filled with knowledge 1:9c

ii. That you walk worthily – 1:10-13

1. Bearing fruit  - 1:10b

2. Increasing in knowledge –1:10c

3. Being empowered – 1:11

4. Giving thanks to the father – 1:12

Paul’s Prayer for the Colossians

1:9-12

Paul immediately follows his expression of gratitude for the Colossians with a reference to how much he prays for them – Eph. 1:15ff.  Paul is not only thankful (not just something he says but action he takes) for his brethren, but he also goes to God on their behalf through the avenue of prayer.  The attitude of gratitude (thanksgiving) is closely related to prayer, because if we are indeed thankful for someone, we will be much more likely to pray for them.  Paul expresses gratitude for the brethren at Colossae, and he is not hesitant to make them aware of his feeling toward them as he strives to encourage them in their walk as Christians.  As Paul reminds the brethren of his gratitude and prayer, he is encouraging them to remain faithful.

The reason Paul is able to be thankful is because of the good report he had received of their faith and love - Col. 1:4, 8.  Those who are faithful and obedient should be able to count on the prayers of other Christians.  Do you pray for your faithful brethren?  We must remember that the prayers of the faithful will be answered.   Since they had received a good report concerning the Colossians – Col. 4:12 - Paul and those in his company prayed very fervently for them.  It is interesting to note that Paul was very specific in his prayer for the Colossian brethren.  He prayed that they might be filled with a knowledge of God’s will.  This knowledge would consist of wisdom and spiritual understanding – Eph. 1:17.  Knowledge is the learning or attainment of general principles while wisdom and understanding would be the ability to make a practical and prudent application of knowledge in particular situations.  It is knowledge of God’s will, not human philosophies, which the brethren at Colossae need!  They are in need of spiritual wisdom and understanding, not worldly knowledge.  Why do they need this so badly in their lives?  So they can go about and conduct themselves in a manner that is pleasing to God – Heb. 11:6. There is no way for man to be pleasing to God in his conduct and be ignorant of His will – Rom. 10:1-2.

The faithful Christian will live his life in such a way as to be worthy of the gospel – Phil. 1:27 – and according to the knowledge of the will of God.  This type of knowledge will result in bearing the fruit of good works – Jn. 15:1-8.  The more we know of God’s will,  the greater our desire to increase our knowledge of God.  To know God’s will is to know that He wants us to grow in our knowledge of Him – 2 Pet. 3:18.  Thus our knowledge incites more study, and a cycle is established that is self-perpetuating in nature.

Paul wanted the Colossians to have more than just knowledge since knowledge by itself is of little use, but knowledge is power when it is applied to our lives.  So as Paul continues his prayer, he petitions God that the Colossians will be strengthened with all power in proportions in keeping with the glorious might of God that is available to them.  The reason they need this strength is so they can be “patient and longsuffering.”  These two words are closely related but slightly different in meaning.  Patience refers to the endurance with which one faces persecutions, trials, afflictions, and temptations – James 1:2-3, while longsuffering refers to one’s tolerance of the annoyances, weaknesses, provocations, and problems of others – 2 Pet. 3:15.

As Paul concludes his prayer, he wants the Colossians to contemplate all the things the heavenly Father has given them and that they turn to Him in acknowledgement of this fact with joyfulness and a sense of gratitude.  The Father had qualified both Paul and the Colossians to share in the inheritance of the saints.  God did this by providing certain arrangements for us – the death of his Son and the proclamation of the sin-cleansing power of his blood that would be able to wash away the sins of those who would respond by faith of their own free will to God’s mercy and grace and love.  Those who respond to God’s arrangements have an inheritance “in light.”  Light stands in stark contrast to the “domain of darkness” Paul is about to discuss in verse 13.  Light is a symbol of righteousness, knowledge, glory, and happiness.  As Christians, we (as well as the Colossians) have an inheritance in a kingdom with such characteristics.

LESSON FOUR – QUESTIONS - 1:9-12

1. What type of prayer is this? vs. 9-12

2. Why did Paul pray for the Colossian brethren? vs. 9

3. Why are knowledge, wisdom and understanding important? vs. 9

4. What are the results of being filled with knowledge of God’s will? vs. 10-11

5. What does the phrase “to walk” mean?  vs. 10

6. In what are we to bear fruit? vs. 10

7. In addition to knowledge, what do the Colossians need? vs. 11

8. How are they to display the attitude of joyfulness?  vs. 11-12

9. For what should the Colossians be thankful?   vs. 12

10. What is the inheritance of a saint?  vs. 12 

LESSON FIVE

Col 1:13-23

13 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 14 in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins. 15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. 17 And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. 18 And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence. 

19 For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, 20 and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross. 21 And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled 22 in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight-- 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.    NKJV 

OUTLINE 1:13-23

II. Christ – His supremacy and his work – 1:13-23

A. In Christ we have redemption – 1:14

B. Christ is the image of God – 1:15

C. Christ is the firstborn of all creation – 1:15b-16

a. Because in him all things were created

b. Through him and unto him all were created

D. Christ is before all things – 1:17a

E. In Christ all things consist – 1:17b

F. Christ is the head of the body – 1:18a

G. Christ is the beginning – 1:18b

H. Christ is the firstborn from the dead – 1:18c

I. What God’s good pleasure decided concerning Christ – 1:19-23

a. All the fullness would dwell in him – 1:19

b. He would reconcile all things – 1:20-23

i. Who? – Things in heaven and earth – 1:20

ii. Need for reconciliation – alienation – 1:21

iii. How? – By Christ death – 1:22

iv. Goal of reconciliation – to present one perfect – 1:22-23

- Condition for reconciliation – that we continue in the gospel –  1:23

The Preeminence of Christ

1:13-23

There is no other portion of scripture in the New Testament that more clearly declares the preeminence of Christ than this next paragraph in Paul’s epistle to the Colossians.  Over and over again, Paul refers to the marvelous accomplishments of Christ and exalts Him with titles that no one else is worthy to wear – Phil. 2:5-11.  One aspect of the Colossian heresy that posed a doctrinal threat to the brethren at Colossae was that of worshipping angels – Col. 2:18.  This worship of angels implies that Christ does not hold the exalted status He so rightly deserves in the lives of those promoting or participating in this type of worship.  Paul could not and would not tolerate this lack of respect and reverence for the only begotten Son of God, so he boldly declares Christ’s preeminence in the strongest terms possible.

Paul has just stated that saints are to give thanks to the Father – Col. 1:12.  Paul now supplies some reasons why they should do so. Firstly, the Father has delivered those who are now saints from the domain of darkness and transferred them into the kingdom of his dear son.  Darkness is a symbol of sin, ignorance, and unhappiness.  It is an accurate description of the kingdom of Satan – Matt. 12:26; Acts 26:18 – in which those who are now Christians were at one time captives.  This transition from darkness to light has already taken place, proving that the kingdom is already in existence.  Later, the kingdom is referred to as His body – Col. 1:24.  This clearly demonstrates that the kingdom and His body, the church, are clearly one and the same.   Secondly, the Colossians had been blessed with redemption.  This means the ransom price of Christ’s blood has been paid to purchase them out of slavery to sin – Matt. 20:28; Acts 20:28.  This redemption also consisted of the remission of their sins.

Paul now begins his exaltation of Christ.  He refers to Christ as “the image of the invisible God.”  Men cannot see God, but they can know what He is like by looking at Jesus. He came to earth to serve as a perfect representation of God to man – Jn. 1:18; 14:9; 2 Cor. 4:4; Heb. 1:3.  There is a sense in which man is also the image of God – Gen. 1:27; 1 Cor. 11:7; James 3:9, but since Paul specifies that this is particularly true of Christ, he must mean something beyond what is the case with ordinary men.  Christ is the image of God in that He possesses a moral character and divine nature precisely like those possessed by the Father.

Paul also speaks of Christ as “the firstborn of all creation.”  Some take this statement to mean that Christ is a created being but He was the first in God’s line of creation.  The term “firstborn” actually did not always carry the idea of referring to ones birth order among siblings, but it simply referred to a special preeminent position such as would belong to a firstborn child in a family – Psa. 89:27; Ex. 4:22; Jer. 31:9; Rom. 8:29; Heb. 12:23.  Paul is actually declaring that Christ is preeminent over all of God’s creation.  Jesus holds such an exalted position for one reason, because it was through Him that God created all things, both on earth and in the heavens, whether visible or invisible.  The invisible things in the heavens created by Christ – Jn. 1:3, 10; Heb. 1:2 - must have reference to angels – Psa. 148:1-6.  Angels are the only beings that would fit such a description.  It is probably impossible to know exactly what the “thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities” are, but they are generally different ranks or types of angelic powers – Eph. 1:21, 3:10.  It is clearly stated that angels were created by Christ and for Him.  Their origin and purpose revolves around serving Christ, so it is clear to see angels are inferior to Christ.  Paul is evidently trying to reinforce the concept of the superiority of Christ over angels since some false teachers – Rev. 19:10 - are pushing the worship of angels on the Colossian brethren.

As Paul further extols the preeminence of Christ, he declares that Christ “is”, not “was” before all things.  His superiority over all creation is not only declared by His priority to it all – 1 Tim. 2:13 – but also by His eternal existence prior to creation – Jn. 8:58, 17:5.  The present tense verb “is” indicates timelessness.  Christ is not only the creator of all things, but He is also the sustainer of all things.  The creation is in a state of utter dependency upon Christ – Heb. 1:3.

Paul now turns to Christ’s central and critical role in God’s scheme of redemption to once again give evidence to his preeminence.  Christ is not only superior to all created things in heaven and earth, He is also head over the spiritual creation, which is the church which is His body – Eph. 1:22-23.  When Paul states that Christ is the “beginning”, this means he is the source, origin or fountainhead of all things – Rev. 3:14, 21:6, 22:13 – He gives all things their beginning.  Christ is also the firstborn from the dead in that He is the first of those raised to never die again – Rev. 1:5; 1 Cor. 15:20-23.  The reason why God arranged things in this way is so that Christ might be preeminent above everyone and everything.

The fullness indwells Christ – He is God, He is the Savior, He is the creator, and He is the King.  Everything that pleases the Father dwells in Christ.  It was through the blood of Christ that He shed on the cross that the Father chose to reconcile all things to Himself.  Sin has created enmity between God and man, but the blood of Christ can remove it – Eph. 2:13, 16.

Since the Gentiles were alienated from God and actually hostile in their attitude toward Him, the Colossians should really appreciate what it means to be reconciled.  They had been reconciled to God so they could be presented to Christ at His coming as holy and blameless – Eph. 5:27.  Paul emphasizes that reconciliation has been made possible only through the blood of Christ and the offering of His fleshly body on the cross.  Paul seems to state this in order to reject the Gnostic view that the human body, like all material things, is contemptuous and evil.

However, the Colossians will not be preserved in a holy state if they do not continue firmly and steadfastly in the gospel.  The same gospel that Paul had helped spread throughout the world - Col. 1:6; Matt. 24:14.  The gospel is the power of God to salvation – Rom. 1:16 – but if the Colossians leave the gospel for the false teachings of men, then they can lose their souls.

LESSON FIVE – QUESTIONS – 1:13-23

1. 1. What had God done for the Christians at Colossae?  vs. 13

2. What blessing do we enjoy through the blood of Jesus?  Define this term.  vs. 14

3. List the various descriptions of Christ given in verses 15-18 and explain or define each one to the best of your ability.  
4. What does the word preeminence mean?  vs. 18

5. What relationship does Christ have to the church?  vs. 18 

6. In what sense does all fullness dwell in Christ? vs. 19

7. What was made possible through the blood of His cross?  vs. 20

8. What was the condition of the Colossians before becoming Christians? vs. 21

9. What must we continue to do to be pleasing to God? 

LESSON SIX

Col 1:24-2:5

24 I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church, 25 of which I became a minister according to the stewardship from God which was given to me for you, to fulfill the word of God, 26 the mystery which has been hidden from ages and from generations, but now has been revealed to His saints. 27 To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. 29 To this end I also labor, striving according to His working which works in me mightily. 

2:1 For I want you to know what a great conflict I have for you and those in Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh, 2 that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, and attaining to all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the knowledge of the mystery of God, both of the Father and of Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 4 Now this I say lest anyone should deceive you with persuasive words. 5 For though I am absent in the flesh, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good order and the steadfastness of your faith in Christ.     NKJV  

OUTLINE 1:24-2:5

III.  Christ – The goal of Paul’s ministry – Col. 1:24-2:5

A. Paul sought to fill up the afflictions of Christ in his flesh – 1:24

B. The message which Paul was given to preach was Christ the hope of glory– 1:27

C. Paul labored to present every man perfect in Christ – 1:28

D. In Christ are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge – 2:3

E. Paul rejoiced to see people who were steadfast in Christ – 2:5

Paul’s Labor and Concern for the Colossians

1:24-2:5

In this next section, Paul tries to encourage the Colossians and increase their faith by reminding them of his great labors and concerns for them.  So far in this epistle, Paul has given thanks for them – Col. 1:3-8, he has prayed for them – 1:9-12, he also reminded them of the incomparable preeminence of Christ -1:13-23. Even in this section, Paul interjects occasional reminders of how blessed they are to have at their disposal the rich treasures of knowledge and glorious hope available in Christ – 1:26-27, 2:2-3.  Paul clearly expresses that he issues such reminders so they might be encouraged and not deluded by persuasive words – 2:1-4.

Paul mentions his suffering as it relates to his ministry, not necessarily that his suffering is a direct result of his ministry to them , but rather that it was due to his vigorous efforts to bring the gospel to the Gentiles (which would include the Colossians) which is the result of his current imprisonment – Acts 21:27; 22:21.  Paul gives credibility to his teaching because of his willingness to suffer that false teachers with their vain philosophies are not willing to endure.  Paul rejoices that he is able to suffer for them - Acts 5:41.  Such sufferings only serve to verify his faithfulness – Matt. 5:10-12 – and sweeten his hope – 2 Cor. 4:17.  The afflictions of Christ were sufficient for the atonement of man’s sin, but they did not serve to carry the gospel throughout the world.  Paul’s labors and suffering were required on behalf of Christ’s body – the church. 
Paul declares he is minister of the church which Christ is the head.  He regards it as a solemn stewardship bestowed upon him by God so he can promote the spiritual welfare of the Colossians and expedite the progress of the gospel throughout the world – Eph. 5:2.  As a way to faithfully discharge this stewardship, Paul writes this epistle to the Colossians.    He refers to the word of God as the mystery which had been hidden from past ages and generations but is now revealed to the saints – Rom. 16:25; 1 Cor. 2:9; Eph. 3:5-6; 1 Pet. 1:10-12.  Specifically, he is emphasizing the aspect of the mystery which is pertinent to them that Christ paid the price for the Gentiles as well as the Jews on the cross of Calvary.  Christ is their Savior, He is in them, and as a result, He is their hope of glory.  It is not simply Christ who is the hope of glory, but rather when Christ is allowed to live in men that He is this hope of glory.
It is because Christ offers such a marvelous hope that Paul so actively proclaims Him and does his best to warn and instruct every man so when Christ returns He might present everyone complete in Him. Notice the emphasis Paul places upon the importance of each individual.  Paul is not willing to allow one single saint to perish due to a lack of any virtue needed to be spiritually mature.  It is with this in mind that Paul strives with intense efforts according to the power of Christ that works in him – Eph. 3:7.  If we look at the intensity of Paul’s efforts about which he writes, it will verify that he felt the urgency of the task with which he had been charged.  Paul’s demonstrated concern should increase the appreciation and faithfulness of the brethren at Colossae.

Paul wants the Colossians to know the struggle he undergoes on their behalf and for the Laodiceans as well.  He struggles for them in his writings, his prayers, and his imprisonment.  If the brethren have knowledge of Paul’s struggle, it should encourage their hearts as they are bound together by love.  Paul hopes that his struggle on their behalf will lead them to attain the wealth of a full understanding which is based on a true knowledge of God’s mystery.  This mystery in its summary expression is Christ as He is at the heart of the gospel which offers salvation to both Jews and Gentiles in one body, the church of which He is the head.  An understanding of this mystery will surely profit them as they resist and expel the false doctrines that threaten to invade their ranks.  Paul also assures them it is in Christ, not these vain philosophies, that the real treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hidden.
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LESSON SIX – QUESTIONS – 1:24-2:5

1. For whose sake did Paul endure suffering?  vs. 24

2. What is said about the “mystery” that has been hidden?  vs. 26
3. How is the mystery identified?  vs. 27

4. What was the goal of the apostle Paul in preaching Christ? vs. 28

5. From whom did Paul gain his strength for labor?  vs. 29

6. What did Paul desire for those who had not seen him?  vs. 1-2

7. What is “hidden” in Christ? vs. 3
8. What concerned Paul that others might try to do to these brethren? vs. 4

9. What did Paul see in the Colossians that caused him to rejoice?  vs. 5
LESSON SEVEN

Col. 2:6-23

 6 As you have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 7 rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving. 8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ. 9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; 10 and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power. 

11 In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 12 buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 13 And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, 14 having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 15 Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it. 16 So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a new moon or sabbaths, 17 which are a shadow of things to come, but the substance is of Christ. 18 Let no one cheat you of your reward, taking delight in false humility and worship of angels, intruding into those things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, 19 and not holding fast to the Head, from whom all the body, nourished and knit together by joints and ligaments, grows with the increase that is from God. 20 Therefore, if you died with Christ from the basic principles of the world, why, as though living in the world, do you subject yourselves to regulations-- 21 Do not touch, do not taste, do not handle," 22 which all concern things which perish with the using--according to the commandments and doctrines of men? 23 These things indeed have an appearance of wisdom in self-imposed religion, false humility, and neglect of the body, but are of no value against the indulgence of the flesh.    NKJV

OUTLINE 2:6-23

IV.  Christ – The antidote for false doctrine – 2:6-23

A. Walk in Christ as you received him – 2:6-7

a. Rooted and built up

b. Established in your faith

c. Abounding in thanksgiving

B. Reasons to beware of men’s tradition’s and hold to Christ – 2:8-15

a. Philosophy is vain – 2:8

i. After the traditions of men.

ii. After the rudiments of the world

b. Christ has perfect God-hood – 2:9

c. Christ gives perfect completeness – 2:10a

d. Christ has perfect authority – 2:10b

e. Christ gives perfect circumcision – 2:11-12

i. Circumcision not done with hands – 2:11

ii. This circumcision is done in baptism – 2:12

f. Christ give perfect life – 2:13-14

i. Done in forgiving our trespasses – 2:13

ii. Done by blotting out the written ordinances – 2:14

g. Christ has perfectly triumphed – 2:15

C. Things to let no one do to you – 2:16-19

a. Judge you concerning rituals – 2:16-17

i. Rituals are shadows

ii. The body is Christ’s

b. Rob you of your prize – 2:18-19

i. By voluntary humility and angel worship – 2:18

ii. By not holding to Christ as the head – 2:19

D. Reasons for rejecting the ordinances of men – 2:20-23

a. You have died with Christ from worldly rudiments – 2:20

b. All ordinances are to perish – 2:21-22

c. Ordinances have no value against fleshly indulgences – 2:23

Paul’s Attack Against the “Colossian Heresy”

2:6-23

In this section, Paul now begins his attack against the “Colossian Heresy”.  Even though this heresy may have other philosophical elements involved with it, it appears that the bulk of it is Judaistic in its nature – Col. 2:11, 14, 16.  It is characteristic of these Judaizing teachers to claim that Christ and His gospel alone are not sufficient for salvation and that additional aids such as the precepts of the Law of Moses are needed – Acts 15:1, 5.  This old Judaistic doctrine seems to be taking a somewhat different and perhaps even more sophisticated form with the addition of such elements as asceticism, angel worship, and visions – Col. 2:18, 20-23.  With this in mind, it is not surprising that Paul dwells at length on the all-sufficiency and preeminence of Jesus Christ.  Paul begins by urging the Colossians to adhere to that system of faith, worship, and life regarding Christ that they had originally received.  He wants them to understand that Christ is sufficient as they had received Him, and there is no need for the gospel to be modified or supplemented – Gal. 1:6-9.  Just as a tree receives nourishment and stability from its deep-reaching root system, so the faith of the Colossians had been deeply rooted in the gospel of Christ.  It is now their responsibility to build on that faith and be solidly established in it rather than being swayed by the various arguments of false teachers.  Paul had instructed them that they had the need to grow and become established in the faith.  Also, they are to be overflowing in the gratitude they feel and express as a result of what they have obtained in the gospel of Christ.  Ungrateful Christians are easy targets for Satan’s servants. 
Paul next states that they are to see to it that they are not taken captive by any system of thought or belief contrary to the gospel.  Human philosophy is empty deception.  It deceives its followers with the beautiful words and bright prospects, but in the end it offers nothing of eternal value.  Such philosophy is not derived from, or endorsed by God, but rather consists of the traditions of men and the rudiments of the world.  The word “rudiment” refers to the elementary components of a system of first principles – Gal. 4:3, 9; Col. 2:20; Heb. 5:12; 2 Pet. 3:10-12.  The same phrase occurs in the Greek in the Galatians epistle, and this clearly refers to the Mosaic institutions.  Since Paul is also dealing with the appeal of the Mosaic institutions in this passage – Gal. 4:3, 10; Col 2:16,  it is the intention of Paul to convey the same meaning by using it here.  The Mosaic institutions were elementary and preparatory, not ultimate.  The gospel of Christ was the ultimate reality for which the Law of Moses was intended to pave the way – Gal. 3:24.  They were “of the world” in that they pertained to physical regulations that God designed for the Jewish society – Col 2:20.

In contrast to the vain and deceitful philosophies of men, Christ stands available to fulfill the every need of the Colossian brethren.  For in Christ dwells the complete essence of deity bodily, at first in the flesh – John 1:14, and then in a spiritual body – 1 Cor. 15:44; Phil. 3:21.  Paul’s repeated illusions to Christ’s flesh or body may be intended to combat the Gnostic view that the fleshly body is evil – Col. 1:22.

Christ is able to supply the Colossian brethren with everything essential to spiritual completeness – Col. 1:19; Eph. 1:23.  Furthermore, Christ is the head of all rule and authority which is probably another assertion of His superiority over the angels, and over good and evil – Eph. 1:23; Col. 1:16.  

It is apparent that some have tried to persuade them to submit to physical circumcision.  Paul assures them that they had undergone a superior circumcision, that which is performed by Christ upon their hearts with human hands in the cutting away of their sinful, fleshly lusts – Rom. 2:25-29; Eph. 2:11.  This spiritual circumcision had taken place when they were buried with Christ in baptism.  Their faith in God’s promise to work the forgiveness of their sins, they, just as Christ whom God raised from the dead, were raised to walk in newness of life – Rom. 6:3-6; Eph. 2:5-6.  The Colossians had been in their sinful and fleshly state, but they had been raised to a life that turned its back on sin and strived to live like Christ.  It should be observed how this baptism, spiritual circumcision, raising up, and forgiveness of transgressions all occur at the same time.  
In addition to extending forgiveness of sins, God also cancelled out the Law of Moses which was written by the hands of God and Moses.  He did this because the Law was hostile to men in that it served to expose and convict them in their sinfulness – Rom. 7:7; 1 Cor. 15:56; 2 Cor. 3:7; Eph. 2:14-15.  The Law was destroyed or set aside by being nailed to the cross.  The crucifixion of Christ pinpoints the time of the Law’s demise.  God also conquered the satanic forces and made a public display to all men of His power over them by the death and the subsequent resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

Since the Law of Moses had been taken out of the way, Paul now urges the Colossians not to allow any to condemn them for not observing the various institutions of the Mosaic Law, such as those regarding food, drink, and the observance of certain days.  These things were but a mere shadow of what was to come – Heb. 8:5; Heb. 10:1.  The objective reality which casts the shadow is Christ.  

Paul now warns them not to allow anyone to deprive them of their heavenly prize by attracting them with false humility, worship of angels, or visions they pretend to see.  Such expression of human wisdom is actually an indication of conceit.  True humility and wisdom consisted in adhering to the head which is Christ, from whom the whole body by each member supplying its part is divinely supplied for its growth.

However, if they have truly died to these “rudiments of the world”, why should they behave as though they are still accountable to such restrictions?  Paul states such regulations pertaining to what they can eat and touch are obviously invalid – Rom. 14:1; 1 Tim. 4:3 – because they regulate mere physical things which will perish when used – Mark 7:1-23.  Such regulations are the mere doctrines and commandments of men.  Such humanly ordered religion, false humility, and deprivation of the body all present a facade of wisdom that actually offers no help in subduing the fleshly lusts.  
LESSON SEVEN – QUESTIONS – 2:6-23

1. What does it mean to walk in Christ?  How does Paul tell the Colossians to walk?  vs. 6
2. Name three things that could be used to cheat us?  vs. 8

3. Did the brethren at Colossae need anything beyond what Christ could give them?  vs. 9-10 What about us?  

4. What kind of circumcision did they have in Christ?  What about us? vs. 11 

5. What takes place at baptism and who is at work in baptism?  vs. 12-13
6. What did Christ take out of the way?  How did He do so?  vs. 14

7. What did Christ do to “principalities and powers”?  vs. 15

8. In what things should we not let others judge us?  vs. 16-17

9. What warning does Paul give to the Colossians in vs. 18?
10. From vs. 19, identify the head, the body, joints, and ligaments?

11. What should be our attitude toward the “commandments and doctrines of men”?  vs. 20-22

12. What does it mean when something has the appearance of wisdom?  vs. 23

LESSON EIGHT

Col. 3:1-4

 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory. 

NKJV

OUTLINE 3:1-4

V.  Christ – The basis of a new life – 3:1- 4:6 

A. Duties of those raised with Christ – Be dedicated to those things above – 3:1-4

a. Seek them – 3:1

b. Set your mind on them – 3:2

c. Reasons for dedications to things above – 3:3-4

i. You died

ii. Your life is hid with Christ in God

iii. You shall be manifested with Christ in glory – 3:4

Exhortation to Seek Things Above

3:1-4

As is the custom of the apostle Paul in his epistles, he follows his instructions on the principles of the gospel with practical exhortations.  Paul clearly demonstrates by this method of teaching that faith based on doctrine cannot be separated from the way we conduct our life.  Both are equally important because the former is the foundation of the latter, and the latter is the outgrowth of the former.  If we, as the Colossians, appreciate the exalted preeminence and authority of Christ, then we will acknowledge His right to call our lives into conformity with His will.     
Paul had previously made the point that in being baptized, the Colossians had been buried and raised up with Christ to live a new life – Col. 2:11-13.  Having been raised to walk in such a new life implies that they had died to their former sinful manner of life – Col. 3:3.  As a result of this, Paul urges that they earnestly pursue the things above where Christ is seated at the right hand of God – Eph. 1:20.  One who is dead to this world will naturally seek what is derived from above.  The Colossians had died to earthly things – Col. 2:3 – and had been raised, or made alive, to heavenly things.  The things of the earth are not only things which are sinful per se – Col. 3:5-9 -  but also include things such as food, drink, circumcision, and the observance of special days – Col. 3:16, 17, 20 – which pertain to the physical realm.  On the other hand, the heavenly things are the spiritual virtues which can be derived through Christ – Col. 2:3; 3:12-16; James 3:17.  These are what are needed to succeed spiritually, not the worldly philosophies and physical restrictions of men.  These are what the Christian should give his single-minded concentration.  They are with Christ who is exalted in a position of authority to distribute them to His disciples.  

The Colossians have died to the world – Rom. 6:2 – and the new spiritual life they enjoy is indistinguishably identified with Christ in God – Gal. 2:20.  Paul refers to Christ as the life of the Colossians because He is the source of their spiritual life.  Whatever benefits these philosophies of men may offer to the Colossians, they cannot begin to compare with the glory which they will share with Christ when He returns – Phil. 3:21; I John 3:2.   

LESSON EIGHT – QUESTIONS – 3:1-4

1. What qualifier does Paul give as to who should seek those things above?  vs. 1
2. What is the twofold charge Paul gives to the Colossians?  Vs. 1-2

3. How do we go about fulfilling this command given in verses 1-2?  

4. What took place before being raised with Christ? vs. 3

5. Where is our life at the present as Christians? vs. 3

6. What will happen when Christ returns?  vs. 4
LESSON NINE

Col. 3:5-17

Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience, 7 in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them. 8 But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, 10 and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him, 11 where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all. 

12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. 14 But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection. 15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.         NKJV

OUTLINE 3:5-17

B. Put to death your earthly members – 3:5-11

a. What members? – fornication, etc. – 3:5

b. Why put the members to death? – God’s wrath – 3:6

c. Our relationship to earthly members – 3:7-8a

i. Once we walked and lived in them – 3:7

ii. Now we put them all away – 3:8a

d. More sinful members – anger, etc – 3:8b

e. Lie not to one another – 3:9-11

i. Seeing you have put off the old man – 3:9

ii. Since you have put on the new man – 3:10-11

- The new man is renewed – 3:10

- In the new man there are no social distinctions – 3:11

C. Put on good new things – 3:12-17

a. Heart of compassion – 3:12

b. Forbearance and forgiveness – 3:13

c. Love – 3:14

d. Peace of Christ – 3:15

e. The word of Christ – 3:16 – express this by singing
f. Every act done in Christ’s name – 3:17

Moral Conduct

3:5-17

Since the Colossians have died to the things of this world and been raised to walk in a new spiritual life that holds the promise of glory, they are instructed to put to death all immorality in their lives.  What has taken place as a result of their being born again in the spiritual sense must now be implemented and made manifest in their daily lives.  In other words, it is not enough to just talk the talk, but they must now walk the walk and be true examples of those who follow Christ as they make practical application of His teachings to their lives day by day.  

Paul instructs the Colossians to put to death the evil deeds of fornication, uncleanness, passion, and evil desires.  Covetousness is also listed and seems to summarize the others as it is a craving which leaps the bounds of necessity and restraint.  It is basically a sin of selfishness, and for this reason Paul says it is idolatry – Eph. 5:5.
Paul wants them to put these things to death and rid them from their lives because the wrath of God will eventually come on those who are guilty of such disobedience – Rom. 2:5-9; 2 Thess. 1:6-8 - Such sins had been a part of their lives before they became Christians but now they were to behave and conduct their lives differently – 1 Cor. 6:9-11; 1 Pet. 4:1-4. Next, Paul tells them to lay aside sins of disposition and the tongue that will destroy brotherly relations.  He warns them of the danger of anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, evil communication, and lying.  These are things they are to put to death or lay aside like one would take off a dirty old garment – Eph. 4:22-25 – but it is not enough to just take off the old man they must put on the new man who is constantly being renewed with God the spiritual creator.  It is the goal of the new man to obtain true knowledge.  By obtaining this knowledge the new man understands there are no racial, religious, cultural, or social distinctions in Christ.  Outwardly and inwardly a Christian belongs to Christ, and He is their identity, so there can be no distinctions – Gal. 3:28 – Christ did not intend for the church He purchased with His blood to be a class structured society as He is no respecter of persons – Acts 10:34-35; Rom. 2:6-11.
Paul now instructs them as to what they are to put on as a new man.  They are to be transformed – Rom. 12:1-2 – and this includes putting on bowels of mercy or compassion and pity for others.  Also they are to put on kindness which is goodness of heart and humility which is a degree of lowliness in one’s attitude toward self.  Christians must also put on meekness which is gentleness toward others and longsuffering which can be best described as patience or tolerance.  The Christian with such characteristics will be able to put up with the problems, weaknesses, and annoyances of others and still be able to forgive them.  The Lord is our standard when it comes to forgiveness, and since He has forgiven us we need to follow His example by extending forgiveness to others.
Paul also instructs the Colossian brethren to be bound together by the perfect bond of love.  If they are bound together by this perfect bond of love, then they will have the peace of God reigning in their lives.  If they have love and peace, they should indeed be thankful as it is a natural response of one with such blessings.

Paul also commands them to let the word of Christ dwell within them with all wisdom, and this is to be expressed in the form of psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs. As they follow this command, they are to do so with thankfulness or grace in their hearts.  Paul then sums it all up by saying that everything they do in word or deed must be done in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Paul is trying to make it perfectly clear that they must recognize the need for Christ’s authority in all they do, and only by doing this can they give glory to God and give Him the thanks He is due.
LESSON NINE – QUESTIONS – 3:5-17

1. What should our attitude be toward the way we formerly lived when we become a Christian?  vs. 5, 9
2. What are some things we should put to death or put off?  vs. 5-9

3. Why must we put these sins to death? vs. 6
4. What do the descriptive words “old man” and “new man” mean?  vs. 9-10

5. What are some things we should put on? vs. 12-14

6. What should rule in the heart of a Christian? vs. 15

7. What is a way we have of teaching and admonishing one another? vs. 16

8. What rule should we apply to everything we do whether in word or deed? vs. 17
LESSON TEN

Col. 3:18-4:1

 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter toward them. 20 Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is well pleasing to the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged. 22 Bondservants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh, not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but in sincerity of heart, fearing God. 23 And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ. 25 But he who does wrong will be repaid for what he has done, and there is no partiality. 

4:1 Masters, give your bondservants what is just and fair, knowing that you also have a Master in heaven.    NKJV

OUTLINE 3:18-4:1

D. Instructions for special groups – 3:18-4:1

a. Wives – Be in subjection – 3:18

b. Husbands – Love your wives – 3:19

c. Children – Obey your parents – 3:20

d. Fathers – Provoke not your children – 3:21

e. Slaves – Obey your masters – 3:22-25

i. Not with eye service – 3:22a

ii. In singleness of heart – 3:22b

iii. Work heartily – 3:23

iv. Knowing you shall receive recompense – 3:24-25

f. Masters – Give what is just – 4:1

Relationships

3:18-4:1

Paul has just finished discussing everything that is involved in laying aside the old man and putting on the new.  In order for this to be done, one has to set their mind on things above, stop engaging in improper conduct and speech, assume attitudes that will enhance brotherly relations, and be able to teach and admonish one another by singing while submitting to the authority of Christ in whatsoever we do – Col. 3:1-17.  Paul now turns to address another aspect of the life of a Christian that is vital in adopting the new life- style of the new man, which are the relationships we enjoy in this life.  He gives us guidelines on how we are to conduct ourselves in each of these various relationships: husband - wife, parent – child, and master – slave (employer – employee).  If we do not heed the advice of the apostle Paul, we will surely be headed for spiritual failure.  As Christians, we live most of our lives within the framework of one of these three basic relationships and our success or failure will to a great degree determine our performance in every other area of our life.  That is why the apostle Paul diligently addresses the significance of these relationships and why it justifies our attention.
Paul begins by addressing the marriage relationship - vs. 18-19.  It is interesting to note that Paul as he speaks of these three relationships, Paul always refers to the subordinate party.  It is typical of Paul in this section to point out the particular party he wishes to address, (in the case of marriage, it is the wife), issue a command, and then provide some reasoning or incentive for obeying this command. Paul does not go into great detail about each relationship but goes to perhaps what is the most difficult or critical area that needs addressing.  Just as today, wives in that day and time were seemingly having problems submitting to their husbands, so Paul exhorts them to do so because it is fitting for them  to do so. The phrase “in the Lord” indicates that the wife who is a Christian, for that very reason, ought to assume this role of submission all the more readily since she should have a greater appreciation of the Lord’s plan and be more sensitive to her influence. It is interesting to note that in other passages the subjection of the wife is coupled with her godly influence - Tit. 2:4-5; 1 Pet. 3:1-2.
Almost as if to balance out his previous command to the wives, Paul next commands the husbands to love their wives.  Obedience to such a command would remove marital difficulties and render the previous command much less objectionable. Paul also warns the husbands about becoming bitter with their wives.
Paul next addresses the parent – child relationship - vs. 20-21.  He instructs the children to obey their parents in all that they say (with the understood exception of requirements contrary to the Lord’s will).  The reason given is that this is well-pleasing to the Lord.   It is important to impress upon children at an early age that they should obey their parents, not for love or fear of their parents, but because they want to please God.
Fathers, who have the ultimate responsibility and authority for guiding the family, are also reminded not to abuse that authority, and by so doing, provoke undesirable traits in their children.  Paul once again balances the command for obedience with the statement “that they might not lose heart or be discouraged” which should temper the overbearing use of parental authority.  Fathers who are despotic, impatient, or constantly finding fault may very well leave their children feeling unwanted, unloved, useless, and dispirited.

The last relationship Paul discusses is the slave – master - 3:22-4:1.  Paul commands slaves to obey their fleshly masters, and not only to obey, but to be properly motivated in their obedience, knowing that they ultimately serve the Lord Jesus Christ.  Even if their earthly masters do not reward their diligence, their heavenly Father will give them a reward of a heavenly inheritance.  The Father will also see the wrongdoing of their masters and it will not go unpunished by the all-seeing Lord.  It is understandable how slackness and pilfering were a great temptation to slaves who saw little in return for their labors, but the slave who was a Christian was to have greater insight and work with sincerity that sprang from within rather than merely putting forth his best efforts when the master was looking.  Paul attaches the reminder that there is no partiality with the Lord to reassure slaves that God will not fail to punish those who do wrong even if they are in the position of masters.
Masters are told to treat their slaves with justice and equity.  They are to reward their slaves according to what they rightly deserve for their labors and give them what they need as fellow human beings of equal value.  The incentive for the master is that they have a master in heaven.  The implication is that they will be treated by Him as they treat their slaves.

LESSON TEN – QUESTIONS – 3:18-4:1

1. What is the duty of the wife?  vs. 18

2. What is the duty of the husband?  vs. 19

3. What is the duty of the children?  vs. 20

4. What is the duty of the father?  vs. 21 

5. What is the duty of servants or employees?  vs. 22-23

6. What is the positive and negative motivation for the servant or employee?  vs. 24-25

7. What is the duty of the masters?  vs. 1
8. What is to be their motivation to fulfill their duty?  vs. 1
LESSON ELEVEN

Col. 4:2-6

Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving; 3 meanwhile praying also for us, that God would open to us a door for the word, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in chains, 4 that I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak. 5 Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming the time. 6 Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how you ought to answer each one.       NKJV

OUTLINE 4:2-6

E. Continue steadfastly in prayer – 4:2-4

a. Watch and pray – 4:2a

b. Pray with thanksgiving – 4:2b

c. Pray for us – 4:3

i. That God may open a door – 4:3b

ii. That I may speak as I ought – 4:4

F. Walk wisely toward outsiders – 4:5-6

a. Redeem the time – 4:5

b. Let your speech be gracious and salty – 4:6

Exhortations Regarding Prayer, Time and Speech

4:2-6

Paul in his closing exhortations urges the Colossian brethren to be intensely committed to prayer.  He exhorts them to be aware of their opportunities and need to pray. They need to avail themselves with prayers of supplication and thanksgiving. Paul specifically asks that they pray for him an open door through which he might pass with the word of Christ’s mystery.  Preaching the word was the very thing which led to his imprisonment, so surely it was worth their prayers.  He desired for them to pray that he could speak when and how he ought to speak with great boldness and wisdom.
Paul addresses the matter of speech and urges the Colossian brethren to conduct themselves wisely in the presence of unbelievers.  In context this means to seize the opportunity to teach them.  So just as one would season his food with salt to render it more palatable, so Christians are to sprinkle their speech with what would render it attractive, favorable, and helpful to those with whom we are speaking.  The Christian with such a spirit will know how to answer each person.
LESSON ELEVEN – QUESTIONS – 4:2-6

1. What attitudes should accompany prayer?  vs. 2

2. Does Paul want the brethren to pray for him? vs. 3  

3. What does he want them to ask of God? vs. 3-4
4. What is our responsibility toward those who are without?  vs. 5
5. How were they to speak? vs. 6
LESSON TWELVE

Col. 4:7-18

Tychicus, a beloved brother, faithful minister, and fellow servant in the Lord, will tell you all the news about me. 8 I am sending him to you for this very purpose, that he may know your circumstances and comfort your hearts, 9 with Onesimus, a faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you. They will make known to you all things which are happening here. 10 Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you, with Mark the cousin of Barnabas (about whom you received instructions: if he comes to you, welcome him), 11 and Jesus who is called Justus. These are my only fellow workers for the kingdom of God who are of the circumcision; they have proved to be a comfort to me. 12 Epaphras, who is one of you, a bondservant of Christ, greets you, always laboring fervently for you in prayers, that you may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God. 13 For I bear him witness that he has a great zeal for you, and those who are in Laodicea, and those in Hierapolis. 14 Luke the beloved physician and Demas greet you. 15 Greet the brethren who are in Laodicea, and Nymphas and the church that is in his house. 

16 Now when this epistle is read among you, see that it is read also in the church of the Laodiceans, and that you likewise read the epistle from Laodicea. 17 And say to Archippus, "Take heed to the ministry which you have received in the Lord, that you may fulfill it." 18 This salutation by my own hand--Paul. Remember my chains. Grace be with you. Amen.     NKJV

OUTLINE 4:7-18

VI.  Conclusion – Personal notes – 4:7-18

A. Notes about Tychicus and Onesimus – 4:7-9

a. Tychicus will make known my affairs – 4:7

b. Tychicus was sent for this – 4:8

i. That you may know our state

ii. That your hearts may be comforted

c. Onesimus is sent with Tychicus – 4:9

i. Onesimus is a faithful brother

ii.  They will make known the things here

B. Greetings from Paul’s companions – 4:10-14

a. Jewish companions – 4:10-11

i. Aristarchus – 4:10a

ii. Mark – 4:10b

iii. Jesus called  Justus – 4:11

b. Non- Jewish companions – 4:12-14

i. Epaphras – 4:12-13

- He strives for you – 4:12

- He has much zeal for you – 4:13

ii. Luke 4:14

iii. Demas – 4:14

C. Instructions to the Colossians – 4:15-17

a. Salute the brethren in Laodicea – 4:15a

b. Salute Nymphas – 4:15b

c. Read this epistle in Laodicea also – 4:16a

d. Read the epistle from Laodicea – 4:16b

e. Tell Archippus to fulfill his ministry – 4:17

D. Paul’s salutation and benediction – 4:18

Closing

4:7-18

Paul did not want to enter into a lengthy and unnecessary report of his personal affairs, so he says he will send Tychicus to the Colossian brethren to bring them up to date on his status.  Tychicus will insure the brethren at Colossae of Paul’s physical well-being, courageous faithfulness, and even the news of anticipation of his release.  All this information will serve as encouragement to the Colossians.  Tychicus also served as Paul’s messenger to the Ephesians – Eph. 6:21-22.  This, as well as other evidences, suggests that the epistles to the Ephesians and Colossians were written about the same time.  Paul highly commends Tychicus to the Colossians with a threefold declaration: “beloved brother, faithful minister(servant), and fellow servant (bond slave) in the Lord.”  Such a glowing recommendation is no doubt intended to certify that Tychicus is a close and trusted companion of Paul and is therefore qualified to inform them of Paul’s circumstances and offer them encouragement and instruction.  Tychicus is from Asia, the Roman province in which Colossae lies – Acts 20:4.  He has been a traveling companion of Paul for several years and will later be sent by him to Crete – Titus 3:12 and Ephesus – 2 Tim. 4:12.
Tychicus will be accompanied by Onesimus to Colossae.  Paul’s reference to him as one of them not only indicates that he is a Colossian but also that perhaps he had been one of their familiar acquaintances.  From Paul’s letter to Philemon, we learn that Onesimus is a slave who had run away from his master who was Philemon a member of the church in Colossae.   Somehow Onesimus had made his way to Rome and there met Paul who was able to convert him to Christ.  Now Paul is sending Onesimus back to Philemon along with a personal letter containing the apostle’s requests as to the type of treatment that Philemon should give to his slave.  Paul says in the Colossian epistle that Onesimus is a “faithful and beloved brother,” and this serves to reinforce what Paul said in his letter to Philemon.  Paul goes to great lengths to vouch for Onesimus even linking him as a co- informer with Tychicus of his affairs so the Christians in Colossae will give him a kind and brotherly reception.
The remainder of the letter is mainly devoted to an exchange of greetings.  Paul conveys greetings to the Colossians from six of his companions in Rome.  The first three companions mentioned by Paul are Jewish brethren.  Aristarchus is the first one mentioned and it is stated that he is a “fellow prisoner” probably in the sense that he volunteered to share Paul’s imprisonment by offering his constant companionship and service since he is only mentioned as a fellow worker in the epistle to Philemon in verses 23-24.  Such a designation is evidence of the high esteem that Paul held for this disciple. Aristarchus had long been a traveling companion of Paul as this Thessalonian was caught up in the riot at Ephesus – Acts 19:29 and accompanied Paul to Jerusalem and then on to Rome – Acts 20:4, 27:2.
Paul next conveys the salutation of John Mark, a relative of Barnabas, although Paul had refused to take Mark along on the second journey – Acts 15:36-41.  Apparently, Mark now enjoys Paul’s confidence once again.  They had previously received instructions regarding him and are to receive him warmly if he arrives in Colossae.

Paul lastly conveys the greetings of Jesus or Justus about whom no other information is provided in the New Testament.  “Jesus” is of course his Jewish name while “Justus” is his Roman name.  These are the only three companions in Rome who are Jewish so they are a source of great comfort and encouragement to him.

Paul now turns to convey the greetings of his Gentile helpers, the first of whom is Epaphras who had first planted the gospel in Colossae – Col. 1:7.  Paul commends their first preacher by saying he is as a bond slave of Christ, and he labors with them earnestly in his prayers that they might grow to maturity and completeness in the will of God.  Paul assures them that Epaphrus is deeply concerned not only for them, but also for the brethren in the neighboring cities of Hierapolis and Laodicia.
Luke also relates his greetings through Paul and is designated as the “beloved physician.”  This not only suggests the intimacy between Luke and Paul but also suggests that Luke may have used his medical skills to tend to Paul and other Christians as well.  Luke remained with Paul until the end – 2 Tim. 4:11.   

Paul also makes a bare mention of Demas the only one of the six not to receive any special commendation from Paul.  Maybe Paul already had noticed some deficiency in his faith that later led to his desertion – 2 Tim. 4:10.

Paul now requests the Colossians to convey his greetings to the church in Laodicea and in the house of Nympha.  He also commands the Colossians to exchange letters with the Laodicean church so that both groups might have the benefit of both letters.  The letter to the church at Laodicea is not in existence unless as some believe it is actually the one in the New Testament referred to as the epistle to the Ephesians.
Archippus is apparently the local preacher at Colossae and Paul urges him to take heed to his ministry and fulfill it.  Some have taken this to mean that Archippus was reported to be somewhat negligent in the work, but this does not seem to be the case  since Paul references him as a fellow soldier – Phile. 2.  Perhaps this is merely Paul’s way of encouraging him and giving him public support before the church – 1 Tim. 4:12; 2 Tim. 2:3, 4:5.

It is Paul’s practice to have Amanuesis pen his letters – Rom. 16:22, but here, as in other letters – 1 Cor. 16:21; Gal. 6:11; 2 Thess. 3:17, he pens his own personal greetings to attest to the authenticity of the letter.

Paul closes with a request that they remember him in his imprisonment no doubt invoking their prayers on his behalf and then he offers his typical invocation of God’s grace upon them.
LESSON TWELVE – QUESTIONS – 4:7-18

1. How was Tychicus described and why is he being sent to these brethren?  vs. 7-8
2. Who would be going along with Tychicus and for what reason? vs. 9  Where else in the New Testament is he mentioned?
3. Name and describe the three fellow workers in the kingdom of God who were Jewish?  vs. 10-11

4. How is Epaphras described in regard to his work with these brethren?  vs. 12-13
5. Who else sends greetings?  vs. 14

6. To whom does Paul send greetings?  vs. 15

7. Where else was this epistle to be read?  vs.  16

8. What special charge were they to give to Archippus?  vs.  17

9. How does Paul confirm the epistle was from him?  vs. 18

10. As he closes, what does the apostle Paul ask them to remember?   vs. 18
LESSON THIRTEEN – REVIEW

Name the Person

1. The man who apparently preached the gospel to the Colossians.
2. A man who Paul sent to the Colossian brethren so they could hear all the news concerning Paul.

3. A man who labored fervently in prayer for the brethren at Colossae.

4. A man who would accompany Tychicus stated to be a faithful and beloved brother.

5. Cousin of Barnabas.

6. Called a beloved physician.

7. One who was encouraged to take heed to his ministry.

8. The church in Laodicea met in his home.
9. Author of the epistle to the Colossian brethren.

10. A man who had heard of their faith in Christ.
In Which Chapter Is It Found?
1. Instruction about how to walk.

2. Instructions about singing.

3. Preeminence of Christ explained.

4. The old law nailed to the cross.
5. Instructions regarding our affections and where they should be set.
6. Instructions to continue earnestly in prayer.

7. Baptism described as a burial.

8. Instructions about relationships.

9. Warnings about being cheated through philosophy, traditions, and rudiments of the world.

10. Instruction about what to put on and what to put off.

11. Warns about being subject to worldly ordinances.
12. Mentions who had heard the gospel.

13. Love described as the bond of perfection.

14. Circumcision made without hands.

15. Warned that whatever we do we must do it in the name of or by the authority of Jesus Christ.

16. Instructions regarding our speech.

17. Paul’s goal in preaching to present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.

18. Paul speaks of the hope of Christians. 

19. States that God is not a respecter of persons.

20. Gives instruction in regard to how we receive redemption.
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