PAUL’S EPISTLES TO THE THESSALONIANS
INTRODUCTION

THE CITY OF THESSALONICA
Thessalonica is now known as Salonika and lies at the head of the Thermaic Gulf now called the Gulf of Salonika and part of the Aegean Sea. It also lies along the great highway built by the Romans.  The Via Egnatia tied Italy with the east and elevated Thessalonica to commercial importance.  Indeed the main street of modern Thessalonica is the old Egnatian Road. This coupled with the best natural harbor in Macedonia gave Thessalonica the unique ability to use the open seaport, and the Roman highways thus allowing the city to grow and prosper.  Paul who preferred evangelizing large urban cities for their value as springboards to other areas made his way to Thessalonica very quickly from Philippi – Acts 17:1.  Paul was able to find employment in Thessalonica and quickly made a connection with the working class people in the city – 1 Thess. 2:9.
Thessalonica was rebuilt in 315 BC and the Romans made it the capital of the Macedonian province.  During the days of Paul it was the largest city of that province with an estimated population of 200,000. 

THE CHURCH AT THESSALONICA

As might be expected in a Greek city of 200,000 Thessalonica had a synagogue.  As was the custom of Paul he took advantage of the opportunity to teach that audience when they assembled at the synagogue.   Paul devoted the first three weeks of his ministry – Acts 17:1-10 – teaching at the synagogue.  His efforts resulted in the conversion of some Jews but “a great multitude of the God fearing Greeks and a number of the leading women.  The Jews made up a significant minority but the majority of the church at Thessalonica was composed of Gentiles – 1 Thess. 1:9.  The scriptures mentioned above allow us to conclude the church at Thessalonica was a relatively large church.

Paul was at Thessalonica a relatively short period of time because of opposition but the church was planted thru the preaching of the word of God – the seed of the kingdom.

AUTHOR OF THESSALONIANS

The author of these two epistles is Paul as the inspired word of God so indicates – 1 Thess. 1:1; 2 Thess. 2:1 and there is absolutely no reason to believe otherwise.  Other evidence given to substantiate Paul as the author of these two epistles is given as follows: 1.) Ancient scholars without dissent attest to the Pauline authorship of these two letters.  2.) The letters bear the literary style used by Paul in regard to vocabulary, phraseology, and content – Phil. 4:1; 1 Thess. 2:19-20; 1 Thess. 5:20; Rom. 16:16.  3.)   What the epistles relate of the history of Paul’s travels thru Macedonia and Achaia during his second evangelistic trip is in complete harmony with the testimony of Luke in the book of Acts.  It is interesting to notice that Paul traveled with his companions Silas (Silvanus) and Timothy who are both mentioned in the salutation of these letters from Thessalonica into Achaia via Athens – Acts 16-18; 1 Thess. 3:1.  4.) The author gives proof that the epistles truly come from him by the fact that he signs both greetings by his own hand – 2 Thess. 3:17.  The case is made more impressive by the fact that Paul probably sent these letters by those whom he trusted such as Timothy (whom the readers knew), and therefore they could verify the authenticity of the letters.  Paul would later have the opportunity to verify any letters which could be considered to be forgeries as this would not be the last time he would pass thru Macedonia – Acts 20:1-2; 1 Tim. 1:3.
When we consider the strength of this evidence there is no credible challenge that can be made to dispute the authorship of these epistles by Paul.
DATE AND PLACE OF WRITING

It is the first and oldest epistle of Paul that we have preserved for us. It was written during the 2nd missionary journey of Paul. A key factor in determining when Paul wrote his epistles to the Thessalonians hangs on the reference to Gallio – Acts 18:12 – who was proconsul of Achaia when Paul preached the gospel in that province.  In that day and time the proconsuls served for two year periods of time and the inscription is dated 52 A.D., it seems that Paul was probably at Corinth and wrote the epistles during or about that time frame, probably about six months after the church in Thessalonica had began.

It is possible that that both of these letters, and especially the first epistle could have been written by Paul in Athens, which was the next place he stopped on his preaching trip after leaving Thessalonica and Berea – Acts 17 – however it is more likely that they were written from Corinth.  Paul left Berea and went to Athens without Silas and Timothy but sent word for them to join him there as soon as possible – Acts 17:13-15.  The record of Luke in Acts has them finding Paul in Corinth – Acts 18:5.   It is certain that a journey had taken Silas and Timothy into Macedonia and returned them to Paul in Corinth – 1 Thess. 3:1-2.

SUBJECT AND PURPOSE

Persecution had forced Paul to leave Thessalonica sooner than he wished – Acts 17:1-10.  Paul later tried to visit the Thessalonians but these attempts did not work out so Paul sent Timothy to inquire about their status, as he was concerned about their spiritual welfare in the face of persecutions, and wanted a report on the condition of the church – 1 Thess. 3:1-5.  Timothy returned with favorable news about the progress of the church in Thessalonica in faith and works, but also contained some sorrow for their dwelling to exclusively on the day of the Lord’s returning as a result Paul’s letters to them probably have more references, proportionally, to the second coming of Christ than any others – 1 Thess. 1:10; 2:19; 3:13; 4:13-18; 5:1-4,23; 2 Thess. 1:6-10; 2:1-12.
Paul dealt with two specific problems as a result of their misconception of the Lord’s second coming.  First Paul deals with the problem that some brethren had who believed the 2nd coming was imminent so they had quit working and on the other hand were those brethren who were so distressed because they thought if the Lord returned those who had preceded them in death would be excluded in any share in the glories of the Lord’s return.  In this epistle Paul rebukes those who do not work and comforts those who have lost loved ones by teaching them more fully what will truly transpire when the Lord comes again.
LESSON ONE – QUESTIONS - INTRODUCTION

1. Where from a geographical standpoint was the city of Thessalonica located?
2. What chief type of commerce did the city enjoy?
3. How did the church at Thessalonica get established?
4. How long did Paul stay in Thessalonica? Why?
5. After leaving Thessalonica was Paul able to return?  So what did he do?

6. Who wrote the Thessalonian epistles?

7. Where was the author when he wrote the epistles?

8. When was it written?

9. Why did he write it?

10. What is the theme of these epistles?

LESSON TWO
1 Thess. 1:1-10 - Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ

2 We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our prayers, 3 remembering without ceasing your work of faith, labor of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the sight of our God and Father, 4 knowing, beloved brethren, your election by God. 5 For our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Spirit and in much assurance, as you know what kind of men we were among you for your sake. 6 And you became followers of us and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became examples to all in Macedonia and Achaia who believe. 8 For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place. Your faith toward God has gone out, so that we do not need to say anything. 9 For they themselves declare concerning us what manner of entry we had to you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 10 and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, even Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come. 

OUTLINE OF 1:1-10
I. Greetings from Paul Silvanus and Timothy – 1:1

II. Paul is thankful for the brethren at Thessalonica – 1:2-10

A. Paul expresses his thankfulness – 1:2-3

B. Things for which Paul was thankful – 1:4-10

a. Their election – 1:4-6

b. Their example – 1:7-10
COMMENTS 1:1-10
Verse 1 – This letter like every one of Paul’s epistles begins with the request for “grace” to be with them. Grace means “unmerited favor” and as Christians we are saved by the grace of God – Eph. 2:8.  We also need the grace of God to sustain us once we become Christians – Heb. 4:16.  The word grace was often used by the Greeks as a form of greeting.  Paul also request that they might have “peace” which is a Hebrew greeting.   Grace and peace were meaningful requests since the Christians at Thessalonica were undergoing persecution.
In this epistle Paul does not assert his apostleship as he does in 9-13 of his letters.  This most likely occurs because the genuineness of Paul’s apostleship had not been questioned by the Thessalonians.  The Jerusalem conference (Acts 15), probably 2-3 years prior to the writing of this epistle, at which the Judaizers suffered a critical setback in their opposition of Paul and their view of circumcision.
Verses 2-10 – As in almost all his letters Paul follows his greeting with an expression of thanks. To “give thanks” is present tense and signifies continuous action. Paul did not forget his brethren he prayed for them mentioning them in his prayers even though he was not with them. Paul is especially grateful for his brethren at Thessalonica because they had joined him in service to Christ while under great affliction and persecution by their own countrymen - 2:14 - as well as the influence of idolatry that was predominant in the city – 1:9.
It must have been very satisfying to Paul to know that despite their hardships and persecutions the Thessalonians have remained faithful to the Lord.  Likewise, it must have also been an encouragement to the Thessalonians to know that the apostle Paul was fervently praying for them.  Paul’s prayers for them were motivated by constantly recalling their “work of faith” their “labor of love” and their “steadfastness of hope.” Faith, love and hope are the motivation for the action needed in our lives and are the three great virtues that abide with us – 1 Cor. 13:13. While “work” may be easy and pleasant, “labor” refers to efforts that are difficult and painstaking.  And endurance goes even further and contemplates action which will include suffering.   If a Christian fully trusts in God, they will be moved to serve Him.  Paul does not hesitate to place “work” and “faith” in tandem with one another even though he is often falsely seen as one who champions faith without works.  As Christians we must have faith that works thru love – Gal. 5:6
Paul also prays and gives thanks that the brethren in Thessalonica are God’s people.  They are the elect of God which is another way of saying his choice, but no one should conceive of God’s choice in such a way that it violates divine justice or human free will. God chooses but not by predetermining individuals irrespective of their own choice, but by predetermining the qualifications they must meet to become (Christians) his people.  In this way he selects the kind of people who will belong to Him while allowing humans by their own autonomous decision to decide if they will conform to His will.  In this process God does not individually select some arbitrarily to be saved and some to be condemned – 2 Pet. 3:9.  God has chosen us in Christ – Eph. 1:3-4 – as Christians we are God’s people therefore all Christians are the elect – 1 Pet. 2:9 – we are the chosen nation, we are the elect race.  Paul further states he knew the Thessalonians were chosen by God.  We might ask how did Paul know this.  He knew by the way the gospel came to them and by the way they received it.  The Thessalonians became Christians and were chosen the same way that you and I become Christians and God’s elect today, by obeying the gospel.
Paul affirms that he did not introduce the gospel at Thessalonica by word only but also with power which probably refers to the miracles Paul worked in Thessalonica even though the account in Acts 17:1-10 does not mention him performing any miracles.  The term “power” refers to the supernatural display of God’s might and these miracles verified the word which Paul spoke to them – 1 Cor. 2:4-5. Paul and his companions presented the gospel so effectively that the Thessalonians wanted to be like them and the Lord Jesus whom they served.  The Lord Jesus, Paul and the Thessalonians had shared three experiences 1.) Each had received the word of God; 2.) Each had experienced much affliction and; 3.) Each had joy in their affliction.  
A great deal of good resulted from the troubles of the Thessalonians because they became examples to Christians in Macedonia and Achaia.  Their declaration of the gospel was so enthusiastic that it brought them a reputation which spread beyond their city. Believers in Macedonia and Achaia were impressed by the faithfulness of the Thessalonians and made them a model for their own efforts. Achaia was the great Roman province in southern Greece of which Corinth was the capital and Athens was a major city.  How wonderful it is for a church to be known for its faith and evangelistic zeal.
Paul now points out the Thessalonians had “turned to God” to serve Him.  A true turning (to be converted) to God involves serving Him.  Conversion is active not passive.  Paul refers to God as “living and true” in contrast to the idols they had previously served who were inanimate objects – Acts 17:29.  In turning from idols they had turned once for all from idols to serving the living God. The fact that the Thessalonians had so turned from idols also shows the church was predominantly Gentile in its makeup.
The Thessalonians turned to God to do two things – to serve the true and living God 1:9 and to wait for Jesus to come from heaven 1:10. The conversion of the Thessalonians involved the waiting for the return of Christ and they seemed particularly attracted to that specific promise of the gospel. Paul devotes much of his time in these epistles to make sure they have the proper understanding of the 2nd coming of Christ and the resurrection of the dead.  Paul wants them to realize since we do not know when the Lord will return that we need to be prepared so we will not receive the wrath of God.
LESSON TWO - QUESTIONS – 1:1-10
1. Who sends greetings to the church at Thessalonica? What is included in their salutation? 1:1

2. Was Paul thankful for the brethren at Thessalonica? How did he express his thankfulness? 1:2

3. What did Paul remember about the brethren at Thessalonica in his prayers? 1:3
4. How did Paul know the brethren at Thessalonica were elected by God? 1:4

5. How did the gospel come to the Thessalonians? 1:5

6. What was the result of their obedience to the gospel? 1:6

7. What was Paul thankful for? Why? 1:7
8. What responsibility does the church have today in regard to evangelism? 1:8

9. What had the Thessalonians turned from and what had they turned to?  What is involved in this turning? 1:9

10. The Thessalonians had turned to God to do two things, what are they? 1:9-10

LESSON THREE

1 Thess. 2:1-12 - For you yourselves know, brethren, that our coming to you was not in vain. 2 But even after we had suffered before and were spitefully treated at Philippi, as you know, we were bold in our God to speak to you the gospel of God in much conflict. 3 For our exhortation did not come from error or uncleanness, nor was it in deceit. 4 But as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, even so we speak, not as pleasing men, but God who tests our hearts. 5 For neither at any time did we use flattering words, as you know, nor a cloak for covetousness--God is witness. 6 Nor did we seek glory from men, either from you or from others, when we might have made demands as apostles of Christ. 7 But we were gentle among you, just as a nursing mother cherishes her own children. 8 So, affectionately longing for you, we were well pleased to impart to you not only the gospel of God, but also our own lives, because you had become dear to us. 9 For you remember, brethren, our labor and toil; for laboring night and day, that we might not be a burden to any of you, we preached to you the gospel of God. 10 You are witnesses, and God also, how devoutly and justly and blamelessly we behaved ourselves among you who believe; 11 as you know how we exhorted, and comforted, and charged every one of you, as a father does his own children, 12 that you would walk worthy of God who calls you into His own kingdom and glory.
OUTLINE 2:1-12
I. Paul’s work among the Thessalonians

A. Not in vain – 2:1

B. Bold – 2:2

C. Sincere – 2:3

D. Only what God allowed – 2:4

E. Used no flattering words – 2:5

F. Sought no glory – 2:6

G. Gentle 2:7

H. Self supporting – 2:8-9

I. Lived a holy life – 2:10

J. Ministry of exhortation – 2:11-12

a. As a father encourages his children – 2:11

b. That they should walk worthy of the Lord – 2:12

COMMENTS 2:1-12
Verses 1-2 – Paul was obviously leery that his sudden and untimely departure from Thessalonica due to the hostile persecution might cause his new born brethren in Christ to weaken and surrender their faith.  He was concerned that unbelievers might be taking advantage of his absence to try to shake the faith of these newly converted brethren. It seems that Paul’s primary objective in this paragraph - 2:1-12 - is to defend his ministry against the arguments made by unbelievers who are trying to discredit him.
Paul and his company had come to Thessalonica empty handed and they were not seeking to be filled at their expense. They had not come to see what they could get from the Thessalonians but rather what they could give.  This type of attitude displayed by Paul and his company accounts for the drastic change the Thessalonians had made in their religious devotion. They were not there to deprive the Thessalonians of anything they just wanted to bestow a blessing upon them and they were willing to suffer in order to accomplish this goal. The courage and concern which led these evangelists to preach in the face of such hostility must have made a strong impression on those with good and honest hearts at Thessalonica.  It proved to them that what the evangelists were offering thru the preaching of the gospel was indeed worthy of their consideration. 
Verses 3-4 – Paul openly declares that the exhortations from the gospel that had been presented to the Thessalonians were neither of error, nor of uncleanness nor was it of guile or deceit.   The message which Paul and his companions taught and urged them to obey was not from some misleading error, and they did not practice nor teach that the Thessalonians should be involved in any sexual uncleanness as the Gentiles often practiced in their idolatrous religions.  They did not use any underhanded means or trickery to deceive the Thessalonians and by so doing persuade them to follow them.  They spoke with no wicked motive in mind and it is evident that they were trying to please God and not men by their message. Paul reminds them that they had been entrusted by God with a solemn obligation to teach the soul saving gospel of Jesus Christ.  To be very direct about the matter Paul tells them he did not preach anything motivated by deceit, uncleanness or guile but only spoke the things that were approved by God.
Verses 5-6 – In these verses Paul gets specific.  If they had really been interested in wooing the Thessalonians they would have resorted to flattering speech or else they would have carefully disguised their greedy motives with some pretext.  Since neither of these was true, God was a witness to their integrity.  Instead of charming the Thessalonians with flattering speech and excessive compliments or disguising selfishness with trickery they relied on God’s power to verify the things they spoke were indeed the truth – Mark 16:17-20; Heb. 2:4; Acts 2:22.
Another possible motive with which the unbelievers may have charged Paul with was seeking the glory of men.  Paul firmly denies that he had sought the acclaim of the Thessalonians or any other group with which he worked. The way Paul and his traveling companions executed their ministry did not yield itself to social acceptance or prestige as they were evicted from town to town as they preached the gospel. Their aim had never been to receive the adulation of men but rather to be pleasing to God in the carrying of the gospel to the world.
Verses 7-12 – Paul calls on the Thessalonians to remember how they had appealed to them.  With a gentle spirit they did not demand but rather implored the Thessalonians to surrender their idolatrous religion and immoral lifestyles.  They exhibited true interest in the Thessalonians themselves not in what they could get out of them.  Paul uses the illustration that they treated the Thessalonians like a mother displays love for a child she is nursing.  This is the very picture of tenderness and care.  It was because of this relationship that Paul was willing to risk his life for them and the Thessalonians knew this to be true in spite of the accusations hurled at Paul and his companions.
Further evidence of the sincerity of Paul’s efforts was the manual labor he performed among the Thessalonians. This manual labor on the part of Paul tended to nullify the charge that his actions in Thessalonica had been motivated by covetousness and proved that nothing could be further from the truth.  In reality while he was with them he depended upon the generosity of the brethren at Philippi – Phil. 4:16 and his craft to supply his needs.  His refusal to burden them with his physical needs – 2 Cor. 11:9 – was intended to convince them that his only motive in teaching them was for their spiritual welfare.
Paul is not speaking of matters of which they had no knowledge, because they had been eye witnesses of his behavior and conduct among them. Paul’s activity was devout, honest, his behavior was beyond question, and so much so that his accusers could point to nothing that could even begin to portray fraudulence on his part.  With all these things considered there was not the slightest bit of evidence to support their charges.
Paul behaved with selflessness which one would naturally expect to find in a father who pleads with his children to do what is right.   A father who loves his children will urge, strengthen and beg them to follow God’s path of wisdom.  He will do everything he can to persuade them.  A father does not do these things for any material benefit he hopes to derive from them but does it simply from a heart filled with love for them – 2 Cor. 12:14-15.  Paul had conducted himself no differently among the Thessalonians.  The only motive anyone could honestly construe from his behavior was that he had engaged in this type of activity because he wanted them to enjoy the fellowship that was available to them in Christ Jesus.  He earnestly wanted them to enhance their relationship with the true and living God.  Paul wanted them to live in such a way that was holy and in keeping with the righteous character of God who had invited them into his kingdom.  Their obedience to the gospel did nothing for Paul in a material sense but certainly helped them both enjoy the spiritual blessings that are available only in Christ Jesus our Lord – Eph. 1:3.
LESSON THREE – QUESTIONS - 2:1-12
1. What did the brethren at Thessalonica know about the time the apostle Paul had spent with them? 2:1
2. Where had Paul been prior to coming to Thessalonica and how had he been treated? What was his reaction to this treatment? 2:2

3. What teaching method is used by Paul in Thessalonica? What three things did he want to make absolutely clear? 2:3

4. Who approved Paul for the preaching of the gospel?  Who did Paul aim to please? 2:4

5. What did Paul refrain from using to get his message across to the Thessalonians? 2:5

6. What did Paul not seek or demand? 2:6
7. How did Paul and his companions treat the brethren at Thessalonica? 2:7

8. What was Paul willing to impart to the Thessalonians? 2:8

9. What did Paul want the brethren to remember? 2:9

10. How did Paul behave himself among them? Who could provide witness to these facts? 2:10

11. How did Paul exhort the Thessalonians? 2:11
12. What did he exhort them to do? 2:12  

LESSON FOUR
1 Thess. 2:13-20 - For this reason we also thank God without ceasing, because when you received the word of God which you heard from us, you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which also effectively works in you who believe. 14 For you, brethren, became imitators of the churches of God which are in Judea in Christ Jesus. For you also suffered the same things from your own countrymen, just as they did from the Judeans, 15 who killed both the Lord Jesus and their own prophets, and have persecuted us; and they do not please God and are contrary to all men, 16 forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles that they may be saved, so as always to fill up the measure of their sins; but wrath has come upon them to the uttermost. 

17 But we, brethren, having been taken away from you for a short time in presence, not in heart, endeavored more eagerly to see your face with great desire. 18 Therefore we wanted to come to you--even I, Paul, time and again--but Satan hindered us. 19 For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Is it not even you in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming? 20 For you are our glory and joy. 

OUTLINE 2:13-20
II. Thanks for the way they received the word – 2:13-16

A. As the word of God – 2:13

B. They became followers of the churches of Judea – 2:14-16

III. Paul’s desire to visit the Thessalonians hindered – 2:17-20
A. Paul’s desire to see them – 2:17

B. His efforts hindered – 2:18

C. How much the Thessalonians meant to Paul – 2:19-20

COMMENTS 2:13-20

Verses 13-16 – Paul seems to be defending his ministry against the charges that his enemies are apparently making about him in his absence. Paul is concerned that these accusations might serve their intended purpose and undermine the faith of these new converts in Thessalonica.  So once again he expresses the idea that he and his fellow evangelists are always expressing their gratitude to God for the reception their preaching received from the Thessalonians.  Paul realized nothing could be more encouraging to these new coverts than to hear that others were thankful about their status and efforts.   In order to continue to encourage the Thessalonians Paul speaks frequently to them as well as other brethren about the gratitude he expresses to God for them in his prayers.  It is very moving when one hears himself spoken of as a gift from God.
Paul reaffirms their faith by reminding them they accepted his message as the word of God and not a message contrived by the wisdom of man.  This would seem to indicate that Paul’s opponents had clearly claimed his message had its origin from human intellect.  Paul knew perfectly well where his message came from – Gal. 1:11 – and so when the Thessalonians received his gospel as coming from God he was most thankful.  

Paul reminds them of their conversion and what they had heard and seen that brought them to the point of obedience to the gospel.  He wants them to understand that nothing has changed.  The message of the gospel is still the same.  They were not deluded when they made the choice to obey the gospel and what was powerful enough to secure their conviction then has not changed. It remains unaltered and it is able to sustain their faith now. The enemies of Paul were trying to convince the Thessalonians that they had been deceived by Paul.  So Paul reminds them whatever made the gospel worthy of believe then makes it worthy of believe now.  So he encourages them to just continue to produce the fruit of the gospel in their lives and it will continue to save and strengthen them as long as they believe.
The obedience to the gospel by the Thessalonians provided the incentive to motivate them to endure the current persecution they were facing.  Only the gospel can give people the incentive to suffer for it without any hope of worldly gain.  The natures of the claims of the gospel are such that they invite rejection if it were not for the overwhelming and compelling evidence presented in the scriptures – Jn. 20:30-31.   The Thessalonians after weighing the evidence and the blessings to be offered by obedience to the gospel embraced it even in the face of affliction and persecution by choosing to suffer - Acts 17:5-9. In so doing they imitated the example of their Jewish brethren who made up the churches of God in Christ in Judea.  Even though the Jews had set the first wave of persecution in motion it seems they also manipulated the Gentiles into persecuting their own countrymen who had become believers.  There is no doubt that the Jews, even if they were no longer leading the persecution of the Christians in Thessalonica were still a major force in trying to discourage Christians from maintaining their faith.
Paul reminds his brethren of the history of the Jews in regard to their treatment of the prophets – Matt. 23:29-35; Amos 7:12; 1 Kings 22:24-28; 2 Chron. 16:7-10, 24:20-22 -  and the Lord Jesus whom they murdered without cause.  The Jews had established an extensive and consistent pattern of disobedience and opposition to the plan of God for redeeming mankind.  Paul seeks to discredit them by stating it is the Jews who are obviously hostile to the will of God and the best interests of the souls of all men.  They are motivated by jealousy and not by a love of the truth or lost souls.  The Jews at Thessalonica apparently had made little headway in actually securing proselytes and since it seemed a large body of Gentiles who previously had shown interest in the Jewish religion were now turning to the gospel – 1 Thess. 1:10 – it put the Jews in the position of opposing the salvation of men.   Their opposition merely adds to their guilt.  Soon their cup will be filled and then God’s own cup of wrath will overflow upon them.  We know the Jews had previously apostatized, opposed God, and had been punished during the Old Testament period, but they had been restored. Now, they are due the ultimate punishment and they will be cast off as a nation of God’s people, and forever abandoned in their status as such.  This would culminate in the destruction of Jerusalem and its temple by the Romans in 70 A.D. – Matt. 23:37.

Verses 17-20 - It is possible that the Jews had claimed that Paul had deserted the Thessalonians, even though; they had actually been driven from Thessalonica because of the violence and persecution that was heaped upon them for their proclamation of the gospel.   Paul assures the brethren that this was not the case and actually he wanted to see the Thessalonians again.  He considered his absence to be brief and that he may be separated from them physically but his heart was with these new converts and he feels as close to them as if they were present – 1 Cor. 5:3-4.  Paul reminds them his absence was imposed upon him by unbelievers and it was not the result of his own choice.  
Paul makes it abundantly clear he is desirous of seeing them again and his eagerness even led him to make plans to return more than once.  Satan, the adversary, had obstructed his efforts time and again – Acts 20:3; Rom. 1:13; 2 Cor. 1:15.  Whatever restricted Paul from following his plans it did not prevent Timothy from returning to Thessalonica – 1 Thess. 3:1.  Paul attributes the impediment to Satan indicating the problem lies in the opposition to him rather than the demands of his ministry in Corinth or adverse traveling conditions.  Maybe sufficient time had not passed to allow for a cooling down period so the authorities in Thessalonica could really recognize that Paul was not a threat to the public order as was claimed by his opponents – Acts 17:7-8.
Paul did not want the Thessalonians to arrive at any false conclusions and think his absence could be due to a lack of love or esteem for them so he tells them they are really the focus of his hope, the occasion of his joy, and the substance of his crown.  All of which will be fully realized when Jesus returns and gives full demonstration as to the truth of the promises of the gospel.  The Thessalonians constituted Paul’s glory and crown and he sought them not for material gain or earthly glory of men but rather to be able as the victorious athletes of his day that would lay their garlands or wreaths of victory at the feet of one they wished to honor, to stand before his king Jesus and lay his crown at his feet.  Everything he hoped to get out of the Thessalonians lay in the future and could not be separated from their own glorification.  Paul’s joy, hope, and crown were intertwined with the faithfulness of the Thessalonians.  Their common faith forged a relationship that could not be easily broken.

LESSON FOUR - QUESTIONS – 2:13-20
1. Why did Paul thank God with out ceasing? 2:13
2. How do we distinguish between the “word of God” with the “word of men”? 2:13

3. What does the word of God do in one that believes? 2:13

4. Who did the Thessalonians imitate as a result of their suffering? 2:14

5. What did the Jews do to Jesus? 2:15

6. What did the Jews do to their own prophets? 2:15

7. What did the Jews do to Paul? Why? 2:15-16

8. Did the Jews please God? Why? 2:15

9. Why was God’s wrath going to come upon the Jews? How? 2:16

10. What was the desire of Paul?  In what way was Paul still with them? 2:17
11. Who hindered Paul? Does he hinder us today? 2:18

12. What four things were the Thessalonians unto Paul? 2:19-20

LESSON FIVE
1 THESS. 3:1-13 - Therefore, when we could no longer endure it, we thought it good to be left in Athens alone, 2 and sent Timothy, our brother and minister of God, and our fellow laborer in the gospel of Christ, to establish you and encourage you concerning your faith, 3 that no one should be shaken by these afflictions; for you yourselves know that we are appointed to this. 4 For, in fact, we told you before when we were with you that we would suffer tribulation, just as it happened, and you know. 5 For this reason, when I could no longer endure it, I sent to know your faith, lest by some means the tempter had tempted you, and our labor might be in vain. 

6 But now that Timothy has come to us from you, and brought us good news of your faith and love, and that you always have good remembrance of us, greatly desiring to see us, as we also to see you-- 7 therefore, brethren, in all our affliction and distress we were comforted concerning you by your faith. 8 For now we live, if you stand fast in the Lord. 9 For what thanks can we render to God for you, for all the joy with which we rejoice for your sake before our God, 10 night and day praying exceedingly that we may see your face and perfect what is lacking in your faith? 

11 Now may our God and Father Himself, and our Lord Jesus Christ, direct our way to you. 12 And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love to one another and to all, just as we do to you, 13 so that He may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all His saints. 

OUTLINE 3:1-13
I. Paul’s dealings with the brethren at Thessalonica – 3:1-10
A. Timothy sent – 3:1-5

B. Joy upon Timothy’s return – 3:6-10

II. Paul’s prayer for the brethren at Thessalonica – 3:11-13

A. That God would direct his way unto them – 3:11

B. That their love would increases and abound – 3:12-13
C. Purpose of prayer – that their hearts would be established – 3:13

COMMENTS 3:1-13 – 

Verses 1-5 – This chapter can easily be divided into three sections: the first part would include the decision to send Timothy back to Thessalonica – 3:1-5, the second division would be Timothy’s report and Paul’s joy – 3:6-10, and the last section would be Paul’s wish for himself and the Thessalonians – 3:11-13.  This chapter is practically an extension of Paul’s defense of his ministry because he continues to elaborate on his concern for the Thessalonians.  His love and concern is certainly manifested in the fact that he sent Timothy to check on their condition and report back to him.  All these actions on the part of Paul certainly counter any claims that Paul had abandoned them and was only concerned with their money or adulation.  Paul assures them he had tried to return to Thessalonica more than once – 2:18 – but was not successful in his efforts so he sent Timothy instead.  These are not the words or actions of someone who is not truly concerned with the welfare of others.  

In this epistle Paul has already affirmed the Thessalonians are his hope joy, crown and glory – 2:19-20 – and since he could not go personally to check on their spiritual progress he sent Timothy. After Paul and his company (Silas and Timothy) were driven out of Thessalonica they made their way to Berea where once again Paul suffered at the hands of the Jews who had traveled from Thessalonica so Paul once again departed – Acts 17:13-15 - but Silas and Timothy remained at Berea continuing their work with the church.  When the brethren who had helped Paul escape the persecution of the Jews had gotten him as far as Athens he sends them back with a message for Silas and Timothy to join him as soon as possible.  From the account of Luke it is evident that they had rejoined Paul while he was in Athens – Acts 17:15, 18:5.  Timothy went back to Thessalonica and later safely returned to Paul with an encouraging report about the spiritual progress of the brethren.  It was probably after this report that Timothy delivered Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians.  He was deeply concerned about their status so he sent Timothy on this dangerous mission.  While Paul was with them the persecution seemed to be instigated by the Jews and had been directed at the evangelist, but since their departure the antagonism seemed to be from the Gentiles and the church in Thessalonica was now the primary target. Paul had warned the brethren that this would happen and by so doing he prepared the brethren for this persecution and confirmed his credibility.
Paul knew they would suffer persecution after his departure so he longed to know whether the brethren had weathered the storm.  He desired to know if Satan by using the unbelieving Gentiles had triumphed and they had lost their first love and returned to paganism.  Paul did not want the time and effort he had invested at Thessalonica to be wasted.  Only if you have worked long and hard to bring a lost soul to Christ and then see their faith being threatened can you relate to the apprehension felt by Paul.
Verses 6-10 – Paul now explains how relieved he was when Timothy returned with the good news.  Paul now is just as joyful as he was anxious because of the good report given by Timothy.  The brethren at Thessalonica have withstood the storm of persecution and remain faithful, strong and their love abounds and particularly their love for Paul remains undiminished.   Paul was concerned about encouraging the brethren at Thessalonica but instead he is encouraged by the good news of their faithfulness to the Lord.  Imagine the relief Paul felt to know those he loved so dearly were remaining steadfast in their service to God.  Indeed it was as if his spirit had been renewed.  He described himself as being able to live as long as he knows they live spiritually and are standing firm in the faith.  Paul is so happy to know of their faithfulness that he finds himself at a loss of words to describe this incredible joy.  This news of their faithfulness is simply indescribable.   He is saying,” I cannot tell God how thankful I am for you.”  His joy is only limited by his inadequacy to express it.  Paul prays day and night that he will be able to make it back to the Thessalonians in order to supplement what is lacking in their knowledge and commitment.  There are some problems among the brethren at Thessalonica as the instructions of the next two chapters suggest. Primarily as a result of Paul having to leave too soon so they still required more of Paul’s instruction and admonition.
Verses 11-13 – Paul’s rejoicing over the well being of the Thessalonians causes him to pause and pray.  This written prayer shows the character of Paul’s mind he was one who truly prayed without ceasing - 1 Thess. 5:17 - and was able at any moment of joy or need to go to God in prayer. Paul expresses his desire to God to return to them.  While there is no record of Paul returning on his 2nd missionary journey he did return later on his 3rd missionary journey – Acts 20:1-3; 1 Tim. 1:3.  
In his prayer he requests that their love increase and even overflow so they might not only have a strong love for their brethren but also a fervent love for those souls lost in sin.  Paul makes this request because he knew it could be difficult to have the proper attitude and love for those who are your fellow country men but have been directing persecution toward you. Nonetheless, they are to have hearts filled with such all encompassing love so they will be able to stand before God in judgment and not suffer condemnation.  Their love will set them apart from those of the world not only in this life but also in the judgment. As Christians today we must love all men, even our enemies and those who would persecute us. Paul also affirms that his love for the brethren was increasing.   We should pray that our love for the brethren and the souls of all men will continue to grow so we can be pleasing to God.
Paul closes his prayer requesting that their hearts be without blame before God.  His desire is for them to be established, firmly fixed, and set fast in holiness.  If we are not prepared by living a life of holiness when Jesus comes again, then we will receive the wrath of God at judgment.
LESSON FIVE – QUESTIONS – 3:1-13

1. Who did Paul send to Thessalonica?  Why?  Where was Paul at this time? 3:1-2

2. What is appointed to all Christians? List other scriptures that prove this point to be true. 3:3

3. Did Paul warn them about these dangers? Why? 3:4

4. Why was Paul concerned about the brethren at Thessalonica? 3:5

5. Why did Paul send Timothy? What was his report (four things)? 3:5-6

6. What was Paul’s reaction to the report? 3:6-8

7. Was Paul thankful? 3:9

8. When Paul begins his prayer what two things does he request? 3:10

9. Was the prayer request of Paul ever granted? 3:10
10. What did Paul realize about seeing the Thessalonians again? 3:11

11. Paul prayed the Thessalonians would increase in what ways? 3:12

12. In what way did Paul pray that they would be established? When? 3:13

LESSON SIX
1 THESS. 4:1-12 - Finally then, brethren, we urge and exhort in the Lord Jesus that you should abound more and more, just as you received from us how you ought to walk and to please God; 2 for you know what commandments we gave you through the Lord Jesus. 3 For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you should abstain from sexual immorality; 4 that each of you should know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor, 5 not in passion of lust, like the Gentiles who do not know God; 6 that no one should take advantage of and defraud his brother in this matter, because the Lord is the avenger of all such, as we also forewarned you and testified. 7 For God did not call us to uncleanness, but in holiness. 8 Therefore he who rejects this does not reject man, but God, who has also given us His Holy Spirit. 

9 But concerning brotherly love you have no need that I should write to you, for you yourselves are taught by God to love one another; 10 and indeed you do so toward all the brethren who are in all Macedonia. But we urge you, brethren, that you increase more and more; 11 that you also aspire to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business, and to work with your own hands, as we commanded you, 12 that you may walk properly toward those who are outside, and that you may lack nothing. 

OUTLINE 4:1-12
I. The walk of a Christian – 4:1-12

A. Follow the apostles teaching so you can abound – 4:1-2

B. Abstain from fornication – 4:3-8

C. Practice brotherly love – 4:9-10

D. Study to be quiet – 4:11a

E. Do your own business – 4:11b
F. Work with your own hands – 4:11c-12

COMMENTS 4:1-12

Verses 1-8 – Paul having now completed the defense of his ministry and his words of encouragement to the Thessalonians now turns his attention in these last two chapters to exhortation and to the return of Christ.  This chapter is divided into two sections the first dealing with the personal conduct of the believers how they are to walk by faith verses 1-12. The second section deals with the coming of Christ verses 13-18.  The first section could be further divided into subtopics dealing with: sanctification, particularly as it relates to sexual conduct - 4:1-8 -  and brotherly love as well as the conduct of one’s own personal affairs – 4:9-12.  There is an obvious connection between the section dealing with exhortation and his teaching about the coming of Christ.  The coming of Christ is the bedrock upon which the conduct of a Christian should be based.  We should conduct ourselves in a way so when Christ comes again we will be prepared.  The Christian behaves as he does because it is the will of the Lord and he is trying to walk in such a way that will please the Lord when he returns.  The word “walk” refers to the way we live, as if life is a journey thru which we are walking.  Paul uses the word “walk” 30 times in his epistles.  

Paul is reminding them they had received how they ought to walk and that his commandments were from the Lord Jesus in other words they were inspired.  Paul emphasizes the idea more than once that he has nothing substantially new to add to what they received.  This assertion may be intended to discredit false revelations which compete with the gospel – 2 Thess. 2:2 – or to offset the charges of his opponents, who may be claiming that Paul had been gradually drawing them into a false system of religion and increasingly burdening them with new demands.  So Paul instead just restates the basic requirements which he laid before them when he first introduced the gospel of Christ to them. It was not by his own authority but rather by the authority of Jesus Christ that he laid these requirements upon the Thessalonians. 
One of the greater temptations the Greek world presented to Christians was the prevalence and social acceptance of sexual immorality.  Paul makes it very clear that it is not the will of God for his children to join in with the world by freely indulging their sexual appetite but rather adhering to sanctification or moral cleanness by being separated from this type of activity.  Paul emphasizes the idea that the body of the Christian is actually an instrument or vessel to be used in the service of the Lord and it is not given to him for the purpose of satisfying the carnal desires of man – 1 Cor. 6:18-20.  Paul had instructed them how they were to walk as Christians and now he says nothing new but rather reminds them that those guilty of sexual immorality will receive the wrath of God.

The Thessalonians were accustomed to being called by their gods to sexual uncleanness, but the true and living God calls them to a life of sanctification in which they no longer walk as those of the world but walk as children of God. God has revealed this sanctified form of life to them through the Holy Spirit.  So those who resist it do not reject Paul but rather they resist God.  The Holy Spirit does not impose this sanctification upon them but they must choose this by use of their own freewill if they desire to walk in a way that pleases God.
Verses 9-12 – Paul now begins to address the subject of brotherly love among the Thessalonians and how it should affect their relationship with one another.  They had a good example in Paul of the way they should care and be concerned for each other. They had learned the basic principles of brotherly love so Paul only needed to remind them of their care for one another.  They had been taught by God to love one another and they demonstrated this by their behavior toward one another as brethren in Thessalonica and in Macedonia.  As Paul has urged them to sanctification – 4:1 – he also urges them to press on in their love and allow it to continue to increase.
The Thessalonians have learned the principle of brotherly love and are practicing it in some ways toward all the saints in Macedonia but Paul reminds them as to how they should practice it among themselves. Paul suggests they lead a quiet life, that they attend to their own business and that they work with their own hands.  It seems that some of the Thessalonians are so excited by the prospects of Christ’s imminent return that they are distracted from the daily concerns of living.  This excitability may express itself in some who are believers interfering in the affairs of others. In extreme cases such people may even stop working, justifying their idleness with the idea that if Christ is going to return at any moment then it is just a waste of time to be working.  Paul does not excuse their idleness and says the gospel actually requires that Christians engage in honest, gainful labor.  This is what Paul practiced in Thessalonica and he commanded the brethren to follow his example – 2 Thess. 3:6.  Paul gives two reasons for these commands to the brethren: 1.) so they will be viewed by those in the world (unbelievers) as living properly and 2.) that they may not be in need.  Idleness leaves one with nothing but a contemptible reputation and an empty dish.  Paul is stressing that our conduct should always be such that it adorns the gospel of Christ.
LESSON SIX – QUESTIONS – 4:1-12

1. What did the Thessalonians receive from Paul? What does this word mean? 4:1
2. Whose commandments did Paul give the Thessalonians? 4:2
3. Define sanctification and fornication.  What is the will of God in regard to these two terms? 4:3

4. What is the “vessel” which is being spoken of in verse four? 4:4

5. Did the Gentiles consider sexual immorality sinful? 4:5

6. Who is the avenger and what will he avenge? 4:6
7. Unto what has God called us? 4:7
8. If we disregard Paul’s teaching who are we actually rejecting? 4:8

9. Who taught the Thessalonians to love one another? 4:9

10. What did Paul urge them to do in regard to their love? 4:10

11. Name the three things Paul instructed them to do so they would grow in love for one another. 4:11

12. What two reasons does Paul give that they should follow his instructions? 4:12

LESSON SEVEN
1 THESS. 4:l3-18 - But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.
OUTLINE 4:13-18

II. The Lord’s Coming – 4:13-5:11

A. The dead in Christ and the Lord’s coming – 4:13-18

a. We should not be ignorant about this – 4:13

b. Jesus gives us assurance – 4:14

c. Those living shall not precede the dead – 4:15

d. The dead in Christ shall rise first – 4:16

e. Those who are living shall be caught up with them – 4:17

f. We meet the Lord in the air and so we shall ever be with the Lord – 4:18

COMMENTS – 

Verse13 – Paul begins this new section of his epistle by stating that he did not want the Thessalonians to be ignorant concerning the dead in Christ and the Lord’s coming.  He had just finished discussing the walk a Christians should have in this life pointing out it should be characterized by sanctification, brotherly love and propriety in the conduct of ones business.  Now he turns to discuss the resurrection of dead believers and the ascension of them and all saints at the return of Christ. Christians have no excuse for being ignorant – Rom. 1:13, 11:25; 1 Cor. 10:1,11:3, 12:1; 2 Cor. 1:8 -  about their faith so Paul teaches what will happen to them after, or at the end , of this life.  As Christians we cannot afford to be uninformed on biblical subjects.  Ignorance is not bliss and in this case seems to be threatening the faith of the Thessalonians.  Rather than overlooking this ignorance Paul sees the need to dispel it – Hosea 4:6.
There is a question in the mind of some as to the exact nature of what is troubling the Thessalonians about the status of the dead believers.  What we know about the difficulty is only what we can infer from the paragraph – 4:13-18.  It appears some are troubled that their dead will suffer some sort of loss because they have not lived until the return of Christ. Expecting the imminent return of Christ they perhaps thought that those Christians who had died would not share the glories and benefits of the Lord’s return.  The extreme scenario has them imagining that their dead will forfeit the benefits of Christ return altogether.  If so, this concern and the fact that some Thessalonians had quit working altogether acknowledges that the Thessalonians had the wrong impression that the return of Christ was imminent.  This is why Paul so quickly and in the next letter deals with the time of the Lord’s return.
Paul begins his instructions to clarify their misunderstanding to them by stating those who were dead were sleeping.  Sleep is a common metaphor commonly used in the NT for death – Matt. 27:52; Jn. 11:11-13; Acts 7:60; 1 Cor. 15:12, 18.  This is very appropriate because like sleep death is a temporary condition.  The grave becomes the couch in which the body rests until the awakening at the resurrection. The Bible clearly teaches the dead are only “asleep” in relation to the activities of this life for they are conscious in Hades – Luke16:19-31.  This knowledge helps confront the false teaching prevalent today in regard to “soul sleeping” which asserts that there is no conscience existence for the dead.  Paganism from which the Thessalonians had been converted offered no hope after death, but Paul did not want them to have a downgraded view of the gospel but rather realize that the message of the gospel and being Christians offered them real hope even after death.
Verse 14 – Paul is stating that if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, (as Christians we should believe that) even so God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus.  In other words, for those who believe in the power of God demonstrated in the resurrecting of Christ from the dead, it is not a great leap of faith to believe that God also has the power to raise dead believers.  The RSV renders this clearly for us – “For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep.” 

Verse 15 – Paul assures the Thessalonians that what he is about to say is no less the word of God than his other instructions, which they have already accepted – 2:13.  The Thessalonians are behaving as though it is the living who will be the only ones who profit from the return of Christ.  Paul clarifies their misconception and states that the living will not have priority over the dead. The word “precede” not only means going before but the idea of giving preferential treatment (as first in line). It really does not make any difference in the final outcome if the living get ahead of the dead when the Lord returns, but Paul’s point is to affirm the living will not have an advantage over the dead.  Hopefully this will give some degree of comfort to those Thessalonians who were concerned about this matter.
Verse 16 – Paul now begins to briefly describe what will happen when Christ returns.  Three sounds will announce the coming of the Lord: 1.) a shout, 2.) the voice of the arc angel, and 3.) the trumpet of God.  The shout is evidently the call which Christ himself issues to summon the dead from their graves – Jn. 5:28-29.  The arc angel is Michael – Jude 9.  Angels will gather saints to Christ, ushering all to judgment at his glorious return – Matt. 13:41, 49, 25:31; 2 Thess. 1:7.  The trumpet signifies the presence or even the descent of God and his summoning his people to an assembly – Ex. 19:17-19; Num. 10; Matt. 24:31; 1 Cor. 15:52.  Paul affirms the dead saints, will not suffer a loss since they died before Christ returned, but will rise from their graves before the living rise to meet with Christ. The ascension of the living will have to await the resurrection of the dead for they will rise first.  When the Lord comes and the dead are raised they will be raised incorruptible, with a glorious body fashioned by God – 1 Cor. 15:52; Phil. 3:21.
Verse 17 – After the resurrection of the dead then those who remain (the living) will join the dead in Christ to rise together to meet the Lord.  Not only will the living not have an advantage over the dead they will make up a relatively small remnant of the whole number of those who rise to meet Christ.  This scene also stresses that the second coming of Christ will be: 1.) visible as it will take place in the clouds or the sky, 2.) universal, involving the dead and the living, 3.) celestial, because nothing is said about Christ coming to earth.  Paul also states the saints will always be with the Lord once they are united with him they will never be separated from him

Verse 18  - Paul ends by urging his readers to ”comfort" one another with these words.  The word “comfort” suggests of sympathy with someone in grief. Though, a better rendering of the word is “exhort” or “encourage.”   Comfort can be encouraging to the bereaved, but these words are intended to encourage all the Thessalonians who are being troubled by the prospects of dying before the Lord’s return.  Paul’s description of what will take place when the Lord returns ought to relieve anyone’s fears including us today.
LESSON SEVEN – QUESTIONS - 4:13-18

1. Did Paul overlook their ignorance? Why? 4:13

2. Sleep is a common metaphor for what? 4:13

3. What did the Thessalonians not completely understand? 4:13

4. What is Paul trying to get them to understand in regard to sorrow? 4:13

5. What gives you and me the assurance that the dead will rise? 4:14

6. Did Paul teach Christ was coming during his life?  4:15

7. What does the word “precede” mean? 4:15

8. What three sounds will accompany the Lord’s return? 4:16
9. Who shall rise first when Christ returns? 4:16

10. What will happen after the dead in Christ arise? 4:17

11. How long will we be with the Lord? 4:17

12. What should these words about the coming of Christ and the resurrection do for us? 4:18 
LESSON EIGHT

1 THESS. 5:1-11 - But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, you have no need that I should write to you. 2 For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the night. 3 For when they say, "Peace and safety!" then sudden destruction comes upon them, as labor pains upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not escape. 4 But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that this Day should overtake you as a thief. 5 You are all sons of light and sons of the day. We are not of the night nor of darkness. 6 Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be sober. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk are drunk at night. 8 But let us who are of the day be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet the hope of salvation. 9 For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with Him. 11 Therefore comfort each other and edify one another, just as you also are doing. 
OUTLINE 5:1-11
II. The Lord’s coming – 4:13-5:11

A. The dead in Christ and the Lord’s coming – 4:13-18
B. Times and seasons of the Lord’s coming - 5:1-11

a. Comes as a thief – 5:1-3

b. Will not come to Christians as a thief – 5:4-11

1. Why it will not overtake us – 5:4-5

2. Watch and be sober – 5:6-8

3. Put on the armor of God – 5:8-10

4. Comfort and edify one another – 5:11

COMMENTS

Verses 1-3 – Paul continues his line of thought concerning the second coming from the previous paragraph – 4:13-18 - into this chapter – 5:1-11.  This section may be divided into two sections: 1.) the unexpected coming of the Lord – 5:1-3. 2.) the moral as well as spiritual implications of that fact – 5:4-11. 

In the preceding paragraph Paul had been addressing the nature of the return of Christ but now he shifts his attention to its time.  Paul actually has little to say in regard to this subject for there is nothing to reveal due to the fact God has not seen fit to tell us exactly when he will return. Since we are uninformed as to the exact date of the Christ’s return Paul spends most of his time commenting on the spiritual and moral application of the fact God in his wisdom has not seen fit to reveal this date to us.  Since we do not exactly when the Lord will return it behooves us to be morally and spiritually prepared for his return.  If we as Christians let our guard down and become lax in our service to Christ that could very well be the moment he returns and find us unprepared.  So we can now see the wisdom of God in not making this date known so his people will always be in a state of readiness and preparedness. Human nature being what it is if we knew the date of the Lord’s return the average person would live their lives in the pursuit of pleasure and then at the last minute offer to God some type of artificial repentance if they felt the need. Knowledge of the date of Christ’s return will add nothing to what they need to be ready for his coming if they are already living a life of faithful service to God.
In verse two Paul plainly tells them why he is not giving them the information they are inquiring about in regard to the Lord’s return and it is because he has already instructed them (he emphatically states, “you yourselves know full well…”) that the Lord will come as a thief in the night.  Christ will not provide indications of his coming anymore than a thief announces his arrival. Just as a thief could not do his work without the element of surprise, so Christ would not be able to provide people with an incentive to being godly if they were informed as to the time of his return. The element of surprise in both cases means we must always be alert and prepared so we will not be a victim.
When the Lord does come again the attitude of the world will be that all is well (peace and safety). They will be enjoying physical well being and prosperity without any signs of their being any threats to their security. Everything will suggest they are going to live long happy undisturbed lives. Then, suddenly, Paul uses the analogy of a woman unexpectedly being stricken with labor pains and says they shall not escape. In other words those who are caught unprepared by the return of Christ can no more escape than a pregnant woman who is suddenly having contractions can avoid the birth process.  In either case the chain of events cannot be reversed.
Verses 4-11 – Since Paul could not give them the exact date and time of the Lord’s return he did not want them to become discouraged so he know tells them the good news.  The day of the Lord is coming like a thief in the night but that day will not overtake Christians like a thief because they are watching for it.  The Lord comes as a thief in the night but Christians are not in the dark.  When they were converted they awoke from the night of sin and stepped into the bright sunlight of spiritual day – Eph. 5:8-14. Since God has awakened the Thessalonians to walk in the daylight of salvation. Paul instructs them this is what they ought to be busy doing.  They should not be like the unbelievers who slumber in the state of sin and give in to drowsiness or drunkenness which might cloud their judgment, instead they are to be watchful and abstinent.  Sober literally means “nondrinking” and they are to be vigilant to detect any effort of Stan to rob them of their salvation.  They are to abstain from every form of evil – 5:22.
Paul extends the analogy by making the point that Christians are not to walk in moral darkness as do the unbelievers of the world.  Unbelievers are oblivious to the sin in which they live and the destruction it will bring to their lives.  They never know the joy and hope the gospel brings to lives of those who serve Christ. Sin, such as drunkenness, which typically occurs at night – Acts 2:15 – is to be expected in their life.  Sin is to be expected in the lives of the unbelievers but for a Christian to be living in sin makes no more sense than for someone to sleep or get drunk during the day.  
Since God’s people are part of the realm of spiritual day they seek to avoid occasion to sin.  To do this they must be sober which is the opposite of both sleeping and drunkenness.   Paul now urges the Thessalonians to arm themselves with the breastplate of faith and love to protect their heart and soul and insure that whatever is necessary to the sustenance of a life of righteousness is preserved from harm – Eph. 6:13-17.  Paul also mentions hope which is salvation to a Christian just like a helmet is to the head of a soldier.   Hope keeps the believer thinking right and putting matters in their proper perspective.  Without hope our thoughts can become perverted by impurity – 1 Jn. 3:3.  The triad of faith, hope, and love occur several times in the writings of Paul – 1 Thess. 1:3; 1 Cor. 13:13.
Wrath awaits those who walk the pathway of darkness, but for those who are Christians there awaits salvation at the end of their earthly walk.  This salvation has been made available through Christ – Acts 4:12 – by his death.  Paul again addresses the question raised in the last paragraph about the effect of death if the believer should die before the Lord returns.  Paul is once again trying to make it clear that being in a constant state of being spiritually awake makes it no longer important whether the saint is “awake or asleep” (alive or dead) when Christ returns.  In either case his being spiritually awake will guarantee his being eternally awake.

Paul offers al these words to exhort and edify those who might be troubled by the persecutions, doubts and questions - 1 Thess. 4:18.  Paul again acknowledges they are involved in this mutual encouragement and that they should continue in it. 
LESSON EIGHT – QUESTIONS – 5:1-11
1. Did Paul think he needed to write to them about this subject? Why? 5:1
2. How will the day of the Lord come? 5:2

3. What will be the attitude of men before the day of the Lord comes?  How will it come? 5:3

4.  Will the day of the Lord overtake Christians as a thief? Why? 5:4

5. Christians are sons (children) of what?  Christians are not sons (children) of what? 5:5

6. As Christians what should we not be doing? 5:6-7

7. As Christians what should we be doing? 5:6-8

8. What armor does the children of light wear? 5:8

9. What should we not have to receive as Christians? 5:9

10. What should we receive as Christians? 5:9

11. Why did Christ die for us? 5:10

12. What did Paul instruct the brethren at Thessalonica to do for each other? 5:11 
LESSON NINE
1 THESS. 5:12-28 - And we urge you, brethren, to recognize those who labor among you, and are over you in the Lord and admonish you, 13 and to esteem them very highly in love for their work's sake. Be at peace among yourselves. 14 Now we exhort you, brethren, warn those who are unruly, comfort the fainthearted, uphold the weak, be patient with all. 15 See that no one renders evil for evil to anyone, but always pursue what is good both for yourselves and for all. 16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not despise prophecies. 21 Test all things; hold fast what is good. 22 Abstain from every form of evil. 

23 Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 He who calls you is faithful, who also will do it. 25 Brethren, pray for us. 26 Greet all the brethren with a holy kiss. 27 I charge you by the Lord that this epistle be read to all the holy brethren. 28 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.

OUTLINE 5:12-28

III. Practical exhortations to the Thessalonians – 5:12-22

A. Recognize those who labor among you – 5:12-13

B. Warn – Comfort – Support with patience – 5:14

C. Do not render evil to any man – 5:15

D. Rejoice – 5:16

E. Pray without ceasing – 5:17

F. Give thanks – 5:18

G. Do not quench the Spirit – 5:19

H. Do not despise prophecy – 5:20

I. Prove all things – 5:21

J. Abstain from evil – 5:22

IV. Conclusion – 5:23-28

A. Prayer for sanctification – 5:23-24
B. Request for prayer – 5:25

C. Greet the brethren – 5:26

D. Read the epistle – 5:27

E. Closing – 5:28

COMMENTS
Verses 12-15 – Paul ends this letter with a series of practical exhortations and commands that included needed instruction and encouragement before he sent this letter by Timothy. The content of these last few paragraphs probably include items that Timothy thought needed to be addressed from his report and so Paul as he closes this epistle quickly gives a number of instructions regarding miscellaneous topics which Paul apparently does not feel need to be addressed in great detail at this time.
Paul ended the previous section of this letter with the admonition to encourage and edify one another – 5:11 – so he now explains how they will be able to do this.  First in order to accomplish this goal they must be willing to follow the lead of the elders.  The brethren are to appreciate them for the work they do.  These men are to be viewed with gratitude but they are also to be respected, admired, and loved for their work.  This type of attitude is needed so members of the church can offer willing and constructive submission to the elders.  In a quick series of short directives Paul appeals tenderly to his readers by calling them brethren and exhorts the Thessalonians to first exhort those who are unruly.  This is a military term and generally means “to be out of order.”  Paul does not specify in what way some were being disorderly but he could possibly have in mind those who were deserting the ranks of working men and becoming idle and troubling others – 2 Thess. 3:6-14.  Next Paul instructs them to uplift and support those who are weak.  He naturally would be concerned for this group of brethren because they would more easily fall away in the face of persecution.  Some needed more encouragement and watching because they might give in to the temptations of sexual immorality connected with their former ways of worship in paganism.  As they help those who are struggling they must not become intolerant or arrogant but rather be understanding and compassionate.

They must guard against the desire to be vindictive.  This calls for one to be able to exercise self control and not seek vengeance, which is one of our greatest human compulsions.    The urge to see those who mistreat you suffer can become so strong that it can cause the innocent party to lose their faith in God’s justice and take the matter of vengeance into their own hands so the wrongdoer is punished.  Paul admonishes them that the proper attitude should be one of praying and hoping for restoration not retribution.  The standard by which brethren judge their actions toward others must always be are we doing to others as we would have them treat us.

Verses 16-22 -   In the preceding verses Paul dealt with matters that instructed the Thessalonians in dealing with each other in regard to human relationships. Paul now begins to give them concise instructions that have more to do with their attitude toward God.  He tells them to rejoice always even in the face of persecution. Only Christians can do this because they have knowledge of their salvation.  Paul uses the word “rejoice” about 2 dozen times in his epistles – Phil. 3:1, 4:4.  The happiness of a Christian should not come to a halt because they suffer hardship but rather they should rejoice because of them – Matt. 5:10-12; Acts 5:41.  If they can be of the mind to rejoice then they will be of the mind to pray for one who is truly mindful and thankful for their salvation will take advantage of one of the greatest spiritual blessings we enjoy as a result of being a child of God – prayer.   It would seem Paul is talking about the quantity of our prayers since we cannot literally always be saying words in prayer. How often do we pray?  Do we pray often enough that it could be said of us that we have the attitude of praying without ceasing.  This command to pray without ceasing is given other places in the scriptures – Luke 18:1; Romans 12:12; Eph. 6:18; Col. 4:2.  Since Paul has instructed the Thessalonians to rejoice always it does not seem strange for him to remind them to pray and be thankful always.  Prayer is just another way for us to count our blessings. 
The next few directives of Paul have to do with the miraculous gifts bestowed by the Holy Spirit through the laying on of his hands.  They were not to quench the Spirit, which refers to the miraculous gifts and power the Holy Spirit gave men to do such as healing, prophesy, speaking in tongues, etc.  The Thessalonians were to give free expression to gifts of the Spirit given to them.  Christians quench the Spirit when they disobey the word of God by living sensual lives, by ignoring their conscience, and by disregarding the counsel of those who are led by the Spirit.  Paul singles out the gift of prophesy and tells the readers to not hold it in low regard and by so doing pay no attention to what the prophets say. Paul also instructs them to scrutinize everything carefully to insure that it is good.  If it is found to be so then embrace it, but if it is shown to be evil then reject it every time and everywhere it appears.  This process of examination, acceptance, and rejection is probably connected to the prophesy just mentioned.  Paul is warning them to make sure the prophesy that is made is genuinely inspired – 1 Jn. 4:1 – and if one is suggesting for them to do something sinful then reject that prophet and his prophesy.
Verses 23-28 – Paul now begins to close his first letter to the Thessalonians with the benediction and greetings which are part of all his epistles.  Paul prays that the God who provides peace – 1 Cor. 14:33 - will render them holy.  It is the request of Paul for them to be so set apart from the world that every aspect of their being is preserved without a shred being taken away by Satan.  Paul desires for their spirit, soul and body to be kept clean until the coming of Christ.  While we need to do all we can to make ourselves ready for the coming of the Lord it is God who actually preserves us and delivers us from sin – Jude 24.
Paul now reminds them that they can rely on the Lord because he is interested enough in them to call them into Christ (by his gospel) in the first place.  There is no place for fear, they can trust God.  Faith in a faithful God who can deliver us drives out doubt or fear.  We can be confident in what God can and will do since he is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all we ask or think – Eph. 3:20.  Paul wants the brethren at Thessalonica to remember since God is faithful in all things the he will certainly keep his promise in regard to raising them from the dead.
Paul now requests their prayers on his behalf.  The great apostle Paul needs the brethren at Thessalonica to assist him in this way.   He greets all the brethren with a holy kiss which is a sincere expression of affection and esteem and urges them to do the same with their brethren – Rom. 16:16; 1 Cor. 16:20; 2 Cor. 13:12.  He now gives them a solemn charge to make sure his epistle is read to everyone since all are in need of its instructions.  Since all the brethren in that day and time were not literate and there was only one copy of the letter Paul is actually commanding them to read it out loud in the assembly.
Paul closes with a benediction of grace (favor) which he uses in all his epistles.  His desire is for the grace of Christ to bless them as they carry out his work in the church at Thessalonica.

LESSON NINE - QUESTIONS – 5:12-28
1. What is our responsibility to those who are over us? 5:12-13
2. What four things does Paul exhort the Thessalonians to do? What do these exhortations involve? 5:14
3. What principle is Paul trying to get the Thessalonians to understand in verse 15? 5:15
4. How is the command to rejoice in verse 16 connected with the command to pray in verse 17 and give thanks in verse 18? 5:16-18
5. Primarily to what does the statement “quench not the Spirit” refer to? 5:19
6. What should be their attitude toward prophesy? 5:20
7. How do we test something to see if it is good? If it is good then what should we do? 5:21
8. From what do we need to abstain? 5:22
9. What did Paul request from the God of peace (two things)? 5:23

10. Can we trust God? 5:24
11. What did Paul request from his brethren at Thessalonica? 5:25-26

12. What did Paul command the Thessalonians to do with his letter?  Why? 5:27
13.   What is the benediction of Paul in every epistle? 5:28

LESSON TEN
2 THESS. 1:1-12 - Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

3 We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is fitting, because your faith grows exceedingly, and the love of every one of you all abounds toward each other, 4 so that we ourselves boast of you among the churches of God for your patience and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that you endure, 5 which is manifest evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you also suffer; 6 since it is a righteous thing with God to repay with tribulation those who trouble you, 7 and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, 8 in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, 10 when He comes, in that Day, to be glorified in His saints and to be admired among all those who believe, because our testimony among you was believed. 11 Therefore we also pray always for you that our God would count you worthy of this calling, and fulfill all the good pleasure of His goodness and the work of faith with power, 12 that the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and you in Him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
OUTLINE 2 THESS. 1:1-12

I. Address and greeting – 1:1-2

II. Thankfulness for their faith and love – 1:3-4
III. God’s righteous judgment – 1:5-10

IV. Prayer for God’s blessings – 1:11-12

COMMENTS – 
Verses 1-2 – How much time has elapsed since Paul sent the first epistle to the Thessalonians?  The exact amount of time is not certain, but it does not seem to have been too long as this letter seems to be a sequel to the first.  It seems it was the purpose of Paul to go into more depth in this epistle on the same subjects addressed in the first letter probably because a courier had delivered the first letter, had time to assess the situation, and report back to Paul.  Paul is probably still at Corinth and it is about the year 52 A.D. when he pens this second letter. The situation at Thessalonica has not changed all that much the saints are still being persecuted – 1:4 – and need additional teaching on the second coming of Christ – 1:5-10 – and the work ethic that a Christian should possess – 3:6ff.  In spite of these problems they are still strong and growing in their faith and love, but Paul wants them to come to a more complete understanding of the doctrine of the return of the Lord so he gives them some additional information to supplement their knowledge. As a result of this intense effort to eradicate any misunderstandings this epistle is shorter and more narrowly focused on the second coming of Christ.  
The salutation of Paul is typical he identifies himself as the author and makes mention of his co-workers, Silas and Timothy since they had worked with the brethren at Thessalonica previously.  Grace and peace are customary greeting in Greek and Hebrew respectively. They are essentially prayers, well wishes, expressions of approval, and petitions for divine blessings on their subjects.
Verses 3-4 - Just as Paul began his first letter he once again starts by telling the Thessalonians how he thanks God for them.  Paul is thankful for the brethren at Thessalonica because they have grown in their faith and love and he desires to express his sense of gratitude that they are close to being everything in their faith he could have hoped for them to be.

Paul not only thanks God for the Thessalonians he commends them to other churches.  He boasts of how they endure suffering and persecution and yet they maintain their faithfulness in spite of all these obstacles – 1 Thess. 2:14.
Verses 5-10 – Despite the suffering of the Thessalonians Paul now encourages them that they will one day receive the favor of God when he comes again and condemns those who presently are persecuting them.  Paul desires for them and us to know that we cannot expect to enter the kingdom of God without suffering persecution when we consider the wickedness that prevails in this world.  Jesus taught that persecution is part of the life of a believer – Matt. 5:10-12.  Their persecution proved they were on the right track – 1 Peter 4:12-13.  When the Lord returns those who have been afflicting others with persecution will be punished and those who have been receiving this persecution will be rewarded.  This is what God’s divine, eternal principle of justice demands.  Paul makes this statement to give comfort and encouragement to the Thessalonian saints who are currently suffering. 
This relief will arrive when the Lord Jesus appears with his mighty angels in flaming fire taking vengeance.  The phrase “flaming fire” is redundant but emphasizes the brightness of the Lord’s coming.  It will indeed be visible to all the world and Paul is making this emphasis because they are some who are saying the Lord has already returned – 2:2.  Paul is emphatically stating the return of the Lord will not slip past them unnoticed.  Fire and angels are often associated with judgment in the Bible and particularly with the return of Christ –Matt. 13:40-42, 49,50; 25:31,41,46; 1 Thess. 4:16; James 3:6; 2 Peter 3:10-12.

One of the many purposes of Christ return will be to render justice to those who have not acknowledged God’s claims upon them and have not obeyed the gospel.  Some see these two references as an explanation of one another while others see them as two different groups: those who do not know God – the Gentiles and, those who have not obeyed the gospel – Jews.  It is doubtful there is any value in pressing this distinction one way or the other.
The punishment the disobedient will receive will be everlasting destruction away from the presence of God while for the faithful the return of Christ will be a glorious experience.

Verses 11-12 – Paul prays the conduct of the Thessalonians would be viewed as faithful by God and they would enjoy the glorious appearing of Christ and stand ready to receive their reward.  He exhorts then to aspire to good deeds and works that are empowered by faith.  It can only be by their goodness and faith they will bring glory to the name of Christ and so it is with us today!  It is the purpose of the Christian on earth to give honor to the name of Christ by acknowledging what Christ has done for him – Eph. 1:12.  If we give glory to Christ as we live then we will be glorified when he returns and all this will be accomplished by the good favor of God as it is manifested in the Lord Jesus Christ and not by our merits.
LESSON TEN – QUESTIONS – 1:1-12
1. Who sent the second Thessalonian letter? 1:1

2. What did Paul thank God for in regard to the Thessalonians?1:3

3. What two things did Paul tell other churches about the Thessalonians? 1:4

4. How is it we come to be counted as worthy of the kingdom of God? 1:5

5. Can God be righteous and bring tribulation on people? 1:6
6. What will God give to those who are troubled? When? 1:7

7. Will the return of the Lord go unnoticed? On whom will he take vengeance?1:8

8. What type of punishment will be given? 1:9

9. When shall Christ be glorified? How will Christ be glorified? 1:10

10. What three things did Paul ask for them in prayer? 1:11

11. What were the two purposes of these requests? 1:12 

LESSON ELEVEN

2 THESS. 2:1-12 - Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him, we ask you, 2 not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from us, as though the day of Christ had come. 3 Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, 4 who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God. 5 Do you not remember that when I was still with you I told you these things? 6 And now you know what is restraining, that he may be revealed in his own time. 7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He who now restrains will do so until He is taken out of the way. 8 And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming. 9 The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, 10 and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 11 And for this reason God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie, 12 that they all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness. 
OUTLINE 2:1-12

I. Paul speaks about matters involving the Lord’s coming – 2:1-3a

II. The man of sin – 2:3b-12

A. Son of perdition – 2:3b

B. Opposes and exalts self – 2:4

C. Will sit in the temple of God – 2:4

D. Paul’s warnings – 2:5

E. He was being withheld – 2:6-7

F. He shall be revealed – 2:8

G. His coming is after the working of Satan – 2:9-12

COMMENTS
Verses1-2 – No scriptural teaching has been more abused than the teaching regarding the return of the Lord.  Men have spent great amounts of time trying to determine the exact time when Jesus will return even though the scriptures are very plain that this information is unknown. Paul begins this section of his epistle by providing further instruction and warning regarding the return of the Lord.  Paul again speaks of the second coming as an event when his people will be gathered to Him.  Paul is meticulous in describing the return of Christ in terms which make it obvious that it will be a world wide event and will not be able to unnoticed.  Apparently many of the brethren had the impression that the day of the Lord had arrived unnoticed by them – 2:2.

If the Thessalonians think Christ has come and gone it is understandable why their spiritual composure is shaken. Paul mentions three ways they may have come to this conclusion.  First he says, a ”spirit” may have given them this message.  This is probably a reference to prophets, who are sometimes referred to as “spirits” – 1 Cor. 14:32; 1 Jn. 4:1.  Next he refers to a “message” and this probably refers to a verbal report, but one more of an unofficial status or unsubstantiated rumor.  Thirdly, he mentions a “letter.”  The suggestion here is to something literary, perhaps a forgery falsely stating it came from Paul.  If so, this may explain why Paul later says his letters can be distinguished from counterfeits by his signature – 3:17.  these appear to be the three things by which they were shaken and troubled (disturbed).
Verses 3-6 – Paul warns the Thessalonians not to be deceived by the false reports of the return of Christ but to understand that certain events must take place before the Lord returns.  Specifically two things are mentioned that must take place before the return of the Lord the falling away and the man of sin being revealed.  The question for discussion in have these two things happened yet?  If they have not then the Lord cannot come until they do.  If they have taken place then the Lord can return at any time.  Paul says a falling away must occur first.  Since those who are lost cannot fall away it seems by implication that Paul is speaking of Christians. Paul would seem to indicate this apostasy would be induced by this “man of lawlessness.”  This man of lawlessness will be antagonistic to the truths and ways of God.  He not only removes false gods and idols of the pagans but the true and living God and enthrones himself in the temple of God.  This must be a reference to the church of God – Eph. 2:21-22.  It is unclear whether this “man of lawlessness” actually claims the status of deity or just behaves as if he were God.  Either way he supplants God in his claims and in the devotion of his followers.  Paul reminds them in the form of a mild rebuke that he had taught about these things when he was with them.
Verses 7-12 – Paul emphasizes this information on the apostasy will not help them to know the time when the Lord will return by referring to it as “the mystery of lawlessness.” The word mystery refers to a secret, which cannot be known unless aided by God’s revelation.  Paul says this mystery is already at work. Apparently this apostasy progresses so slowly and subtly that it is undetectable for what it really is.  It is also difficult to determine with certainty who or what is holding back the great leader of this apostasy.  When God determines that the lawless one be released to do his work, then God will remove what restrains him.  Paul is quick to remind them the lawless one will meet his demise when the Lord returns.  He will stand no chance for survival, for the mere breathe of Christ will be enough to slay him.
This man of lawlessness is described three ways by Paul.  First, his work will be like the activity of Satan.  Second, he will use false miracles, wonders, and signs.  In other words these are not real miracles they only have the appearance of such – Acts 8:9-11. Thirdly he will avail himself of the power that evil has to deceive.  Those not prepared to distinguish between truth and falsehood will be lost because they did not love the truth and allowed themselves to be deceived by this deluding influence, so God allows them to believe a lie.  
The ultimate end for those who do not love and believe the truth is judgment or condemnation – 1:7-9.  Paul ends by pointing out why these people are lost.   They did not choose to believe the truth so when someone today says it does not matter what you believe we know that it certainly does matter what we believe.  Believing in the truth is the difference between salvation and damnation.  Paul has taken misunderstood information about the second coming of Christ and from it given them a warning to not be deceived by falsehood.
LESSON ELEVEN – QUESTIONS – 2:1-12
1. What two things did Paul discuss with the brethren at Thessalonica? 2:1
2. What did the Thessalonians think about the day of the Lord? What caused the misunderstanding? 2:2

3. What must precede the Lord’s return? 2:3

4. What does this man of sin do? 2:4

5. Is this information new to the Thessalonians? 2:5

6. What kept the man of sin from being revealed? 2:6

7. Explain the phrase, “mystery of lawlessness.” 2:7

8. How will the lawless one be destroyed? 2:8
9. How will the lawless one come? 2:9

10. What were these people not willing to receive? 2:10

11. What did God send to those who rejected truth? 2:11

12. If we do not believe the truth what is our condition? Why would they not believe? 2:12

LESSON TWELVE

2 THESS. 2:13-3:5 - 13 But we are bound to give thanks to God always for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God from the beginning chose you for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth, 14 to which He called you by our gospel, for the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 15 Therefore, brethren, stand fast and hold the traditions which you were taught, whether by word or our epistle. 16 Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and our God and Father, who has loved us and given us everlasting consolation and good hope by grace, 17 comfort your hearts and establish you in every good word and work. 

2 Thessalonians 3:1 Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may run swiftly and be glorified, just as it is with you, 2 and that we may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men; for not all have faith. 3 But the Lord is faithful, who will establish you and guard you from the evil one. 4 And we have confidence in the Lord concerning you, both that you do and will do the things we command you. 5 Now may the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God and into the patience of Christ. 
OUTLINE 2:13-3:5
I. Thanksgiving for God’s choosing the Thessalonians – 2:13-15

II. Prayer for comfort and that they would be established – 2:16-17

III. Request for prayer – 3:1-2

IV. Statements of confidence – 3:3-5

COMMENTS
Verses 13-15 – Paul in the previous verses noted that the disobedient would be lost because they do not believe the truth but take pleasure in wickedness – 2:12.  Paul makes it clear by way of contrast that this does not describe the Thessalonians who have fought the pressures of society to conform to the current religious views and have embraced the truth even in the face of persecution. Paul expresses his gratitude for them for their positive and courageous response to the gospel.  He addresses them as brethren who are loved by God and by him.  They in turn need to be grateful that they are the subjects of God’s election, God chose them, and yet this was not an arbitrary individualistic choice which robbed them of their self determination. Since the beginning of man God has had this scheme for saving sinners formulated.  This was by no means a last minute calculation on the part of God. God had carefully constructed this plan into reality and is now unveiling this plan so it can be offered to sinners as their sole hope of salvation.  The Thessalonians are now recipients of this grace.  The choice that God made regarding this salvation was that it would be accomplished by”sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth.”  These two responses are complimentary to one another because people are sanctified by the Spirit when they place their faith in the truth revealed by the Spirit? The Bible speaks of the Holy Spirit as the revealer of God’s saving truth – Jn. 16:13 – and people are sanctified by the truth – Jn. 17:17 – as they place their faith in it – Acts 20:18.
Paul now looks beyond what they have done to what they will receive for what they have done.  God has planned that as a result of yielding to his call in the gospel, they will receive the glory of their Lord Jesus Christ.  This should serve as a great motivator to them to continue to obey the gospel so they may partake of the splendor that enshrouds Christ. This dazzling display will be made when he returns, and the saints will then be changed and join him in shared glory – Phil. 3:20-21.Paul uses this vision of a glorious sharing in the glory of Christ as an incentive to encourage the brethren to stand fast and cling to their faith of which Satan would try to deprive them. If the Thessalonians did not stand fast in the traditions they had been taught they would soon be in the same condition of those who loved not the truth and were deceived by delusions.  
Paul instructed them to stand fast in the traditions they had been taught.  The only apostolic traditions we have now are those given to us in the scriptures.  This was not true with the Thessalonians they had oral information as well as those things that had been written, but at that time very few of the New Testament books had been written so Paul declared that if anyone preached a different gospel from what he preached then he was to be accursed – Gal. 1:8-9.
Verses 16-17 – Paul closes this section of his epistle with a prayer that they may be comforted and established. As recipients of the love of God Paul directs their attention to the spiritual riches they have received as a result of their obedience to the gospel and that they have a salvation which can never be taken away by human force.  In view of these facts they can enjoy eternal comfort.  They have a hope which is “good” because it is reliably based upon a God who is faithful and true and cannot lie. All of this is given to them not by meritorious efforts but rather by the unearned favor of God.  So the Thessalonians can derive from God and Christ the comfort and strength needed within their hearts to forge ahead in saying and doing what is good. There is no reason for their hardships to leave them disabled and discouraged.
Verses 1-5 – As Paul had done previously he prays for the brethren and requests that the Thessalonians pray for him and his companions in the preaching of the gospel. Even though Paul is an apostle he is not above asking prayer on his behalf from the brethren.  Prayer is indeed one of the many benefits attached to salvation.
Paul’s prayer is not for his personal welfare but his concern is that the gospel have free course so it may spread rapidly and be recognized as the word of God and exalted as such.  The Thessalonians are to pray that as they embraced and praised the gospel as God’s word others would do likewise.

If this is to take place Paul and his companions need to escape the snares of Satan’s agents who are depraved and wicked people. It is an understatement for Paul when he says, “not all men have faith” because most of those in Thessalonica did not.  He makes this statement as a way to give the brethren in Thessalonica a compliment for the faith they have while living in an area where so many do not and some even vehemently oppose the gospel to the point of targeting Christians for persecution.

Paul did not want them to allow the threat of enemies to discourage them from remaining faithful to the Lord.  He reminds them the Lord is faithful and in fulfilling his promises and will not permit Satan to tempt them beyond what they are able to bear.  Paul continues by expressing confidence in the Thessalonians, but really the underlying confidence of Paul lies in the Lord who will work in behalf of these brethren.
Paul ends this paragraph with another prayer.  It is that the Lord will lead them to have in their hearts the love God has for them and the endurance shown by Christ in his life.  This is not too much to ask since God showed his great love in providing his Son to die for them and raised him from the dead for their justification.  Christ is indeed our example as to what can be accomplished when you set your sights on the prize before us. Paul is simply asking the brethren at Thessalonica to mirror the obedience, the endurance of afflictions, the love, and steadfastness which had already been exemplified by God and Christ in providing for their salvation.
LESSON TWELVE – QUESTIONS – 2:13 - 3:5

1. Had the Thessalonians believed a lie?  How did God choose them? 2:13
2. Are Christians called?  How are they called? For what purpose are they called? 2:14

3. What did Paul want the Thessalonians to do? 2:15

4. Who give us hope? How? 2:16

5. In what two things did Paul pray they would be established? 2:17
6. What two things did Paul request in his prayer? 3:1

7. What can evil men those without faith do to the preaching of the gospel? 3:2

8. How is the Lord faithful to us? 3:3

9. What was Paul confident about? 3:4

10. What two things did Paul pray that the Thessalonians would be directed toward? 3:5
LESSON THIRTEEN

2 THESS. 3:6-18 - But we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you withdraw from every brother who walks disorderly and not according to the tradition which he received from us. 7 For you yourselves know how you ought to follow us, for we were not disorderly among you; 8 nor did we eat anyone's bread free of charge, but worked with labor and toil night and day, that we might not be a burden to any of you, 9 not because we do not have authority, but to make ourselves an example of how you should follow us. 10 For even when we were with you, we commanded you this: If anyone will not work, neither shall he eat. 11 For we hear that there are some who walk among you in a disorderly manner, not working at all, but are busybodies. 12 Now those who are such we command and exhort through our Lord Jesus Christ that they work in quietness and eat their own bread. 13 But as for you, brethren, do not grow weary in doing good. 14 And if anyone does not obey our word in this epistle, note that person and do not keep company with him, that he may be ashamed. 15 Yet do not count him as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother. 
16 Now may the Lord of peace Himself give you peace always in every way. The Lord be with you all. 17 The salutation of Paul with my own hand, which is a sign in every epistle; so I write. 18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.
OUTLINE 3:6-18

I. Withdraw from those who are idle – 3:6-15

A. Command – 3:6

B. Paul’s example – 3:7-9

C. Command had been taught previously – 3:10

D. The report concerning those who were idle – 3:11

E. Those being idle are commanded to work – 3:12

F. Do not grow weary in well doing – 3:13

G. Purpose of withdrawal is to produce shame and repentance – 3:14-15 
II. Pray for peace – 3:16
III. Conclusion – 3:17-18
COMMENTS 
Verses 6-15 – Paul, as he closes this epistle to the Thessalonians devotes most of it to instructions regarding the treatment of disorderly persons before he ends it with his customary final statements and benedictions. His concern in this matter shows the serious level to which this problem has grown at Thessalonica. Probably as a result of excitement generated over the idea that the return of Christ was imminent some of the brethren had quit working.  As a result of those no longer engaging in labor several problems arose as the result of them having spare time on their hands.  Among the problems were a lack of income which led to them making the rounds to the homes of brethren for food and as a result of their spare time they began to meddle in the affairs of others and spreading rumors.   Paul has already addressed this problem by urging them to lead a quiet life and attend to their business – 1 Thess. 4:11-12. – and has even told them to admonish the unruly – 1 Thess. 5:14.  He has done so indirectly by assuring them that the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night – 1 Thess. 5:1-3 and they should not be concerned with the time of his return but with their spiritual preparation for its coming. In spite of these warnings the problem has persisted so now he adopts a harsher tone and requires a much needed measure of correction.
Paul specifically issues a command to make the corrective measure itself more stringent (from admonition to disassociation), but Paul also adopts a sterner tone whereas he had urged them in the former epistle – 1 Thess. 5:14 - he now commands them – 2 Thess. 3:6.  This is the result of the situation escalating in nature rather than the problem being resolved.  In this instance Paul minces no words as to what is to be done to the offenders and even gives credence to his statement by reminding them he speaks with the authority of Jesus Christ whose return the loafers were using as an excuse for their idleness.  The Thessalonians are to refuse to keep company with any one who lives in an disorderly fashion and not compatibly with the teaching which has been handed down to them by Paul  and the others in his company.
The word “unruly” is a military term and means to be out of step or out of ranks.  It is a general term and may thus refer to any sin, for sin by its very nature is unruly, disorderly, or acts contrary to God’s arrangements – 1 Jn. 3:4.  Paul’s application of it here to a specific offense at Thessalonica does not narrow its reference or application to other types of sin.

The Thessalonians knew this was not some new teaching but it was actually what Paul had practiced as he labored among them and by so doing set the proper example for them to follow.  Paul did not behave like the idle freeloaders, but to the contrary he conducted his life in a very orderly and disciplined manner so he could accomplish both his secular and evangelistic work.  He worked vigorously night and day so he would not be a burden to the brethren at Thessalonica – 1 Thess. 2:9.

Paul did not want to be misunderstood so he makes it clear he is not disavowing the right of the one who preaches the gospel to be supported and derive their living from the gospel.  He elsewhere defends this right at length – Phil. 4:15-16; 1 Cor. 9; 2 Cor. 11:8-9.  The reason he refuses to avail himself of his right to support is that he wanted to be a good example to the young converts at Thessalonica.  They needed to see that being a Christian did not release them from life’s duties so Paul set himself forth as a worker as well as a teacher.  This is probably contrary to the ways of the philosophers, charlatans, and other who sought to use their eloquence to avoid labor and sponge of those whom they deluded with their false teachings.
As Paul set this example he also commanded them if any would not work neither let him eat.  If anyone refuses to honor his duty of working for the physical necessities of his life and those in his charge he is not to be given anything to eat by others.  To do so would be to enable him to continue in this type of irresponsible behavior. All the way from Adam - Gen. 2:15 – and extending thru out the Bible there is a strong disapproval of laziness and a great stress upon honorable work – Prov. 24:30-34; Acts 20:33-35; 1 Tim. 5:8.  “Charity” is to be reserved for those who by reason of physical infirmity, natural disaster, or some other situation such as these which are beyond their control cannot work. When a person does not participate in work which keeps him busy and occupies his time constructively, he will look for other ways to pass the time and many times they are inappropriate.  So Paul’s solution to their problem is easy they need to go back to work.
Paul now returns his attention to the faithful brethren and tells them not to follow the example of the erring brethren in giving up their jobs for the undisciplined life of a freeloader and idler.  Instead, they need to be busy working with their hands and minds as they labor so they can provide for their needs and the needs of their family as well as helping those who are legitimate subjects of charitable relief. The action they are to take toward those who disobey Paul’s instructions and persist in this irresponsible life style is to avoid them so they might be embarrassed by it and repent.  Disassociation or refusal of social interaction is the consistent and ultimate corrective measure which the NT requires in the cases when brethren will not repent – Rom. 16:17; 1 Cor. 5:9-11.  Since physical or legal penalties are not open to the church this is the most that we can do.  If the conscience of the offender has any sensitivity left it cannot help but bring him to shame.  In the exercise of this discipline good people are saying to him that his conduct is so reprehensible as to render him unworthy of the company of descent folks.  For people who have been taught properly and who care about others this must sting.  The ultimate goal is to have them repent not to bring vengeance on them from a hostile and hateful attitude.  Lest he be misunderstood Paul reminds them that what he says is not intended as a declaration of war against the offenders where they no longer speak to them even for the purpose of admonishing them but on the contrary they are to reprove them and warn them that if they do not repent they will face a judgment.
Verses 16-18 – The closing remarks are typical of Paul.  He offers the benedictory prayer that the Lord of peace give them peace in every situation.  The Thessalonians had been hammered by persecution from without - 1 Thess. 2:14 - and from within by rumors, and idle busybodies – 2 Thess. 3:6ff.  Paul prays that tranquility will soon be granted to reign in their lives by Him in whom the greatest peace is found.  He adds more generally that God be with them all – Matt. 28:20.   Not only does he desire peace for them but also that God will be present with them in the form of providing for them and giving them his protective care.  Paul mentions seemingly as an afterthought that this greeting is written in his own hand probably to allow this letter to be authenticated as having really been written by Paul at a time when forgeries may have been circulating. This supposition is supported by Paul’s explanation that this is a distinctive feature which marks all of his letters.
In closing, Paul gives his final benediction of grace (of the Lord Jesus Christ) be with them.  This is a standard prayer by which Paul closes all of his letters. It does not differ at all from how the first epistle ends except that here he adds the word “all.”  This was probably intended to emphasize the fact that even though Paul has called upon the Thessalonians to discipline the erring that they remember that those who have erred are brothers and he still prays that they will receive the Lord’s grace by coming to repentance.
LESSON THIRTEEN – QUESTIONS – 3:6-18
1. What does it mean to walk disorderly?  How were some at Thessalonica being disorderly? 3:6
2. Who were the Thessalonians to follow? How? Why? 3:7-9

3. Did Paul have the right to support? 3:9

4. What did Paul command them to do in regard to those who would not work? Why? 3:10

5. What problems were being caused by those who were not working? 3:11

6. How were those who were not working supposed to be acting? 3:12

7. Is it easy work to do what is good? 3:13

8. How were they to treat someone who would not obey the teachings of Paul? 3:14
9. Should the Thessalonians regard the one who disobeyed Paul as an enemy? 3:15

10. What did Paul request for the Thessalonians in prayer? 3:16

11. How did Paul authenticate the letter? 3:17

12. How does Paul close the letter? 3:18

REVIEW OF PAUL’S LETTERS TO THE THESSALONIANS

1. What made the city of Thessalonica attractive to Paul in regard to his evangelistic efforts?

2. Where in the Bible is the work Paul did in Thessalonica recorded?

3. How long did Paul stay in Thessalonica?

4. Who brought Paul a report about the Thessalonians?

5. In these two epistles what two specific problems did Paul deal with?

6. How did Paul regard the brethren at Thessalonica? Chapter 1 – 1st Thessalonians

7. What kind of example were they? Chapter 1

8. What had the Thessalonians turned from and to? Chapter 1

9. How did they receive the word of God? Chapter 2

10. Who did Paul send to check on the Thessalonians? Chapter 3

11. What kind of report did he bring back to Paul? Chapter 3

12. What did Paul tell the Thessalonians about how they ought to walk? Chapter 4

13. What misconception does Paul try to clear up for the Thessalonians? Chapter4

14. How will the day of the Lord come? Chapter 5

15. When the Lord returns will it go unnoticed? Chapter 1 – 2nd Thessalonians
16. What must take place before the Lord returns? Chapter 2

17. What did Paul command concerning those who walk disorderly? Chapter 3

18. How were they being disorderly? Chapter 3

19. What type of example was Paul to the brethren at Thessalonica? Chapter 3

20. What is the purpose of discipline? Chapter 3

TRUE – FALSE

1. ___  Paul wrote these two epistles probably in Corinth about 52 AD.

2. ___  The Via Egnatia is the Roman highway on which Thessalonica was located.

3. ___ Athens was the city in which Paul was beaten just before he came to Thessalonica.

4. ___ Paul’s epistles indicate the events associated with the second coming of Christ will be quiet and secretive.

5. ___  The city of Thessalonica had a population of about 200,000 and it contained a synagogue. 

6. ___  Silas and Timothy both accompanied Paul from the beginning of his 2nd missionary journey.

7. ___  The Thessalonian church was composed mainly of Gentiles.

8. ___  The Gentiles turned from idols to serve the true and living God.

9. ___  Paul informed them of signs which would let them know the exact time of the Lord’s return.

10. ___  The Lord would send a deluding influence upon those who did not love the truth.

11. ___  Paul stressed continual preparation for the second coming of Christ.

12. ___  Paul said it was the responsibility of the church to feed those who would not work.

13. ___  Paul performed manual labor at Thessalonica because he did not have the right to receive support.

14. ___  Some brethren at Thessalonica were being disorderly by refusing to work and being busybodies.

15. ___ Jesus will come again with his mighty angels in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.

16. ___  Abstain from some forms of evil.

17. ___  Test all things hold fast what is evil.

18. ___  Those who are alive when the Lord returns will precede the dead.

19. ___  When the Lord returns he will come back to earth.

20. ___  Before the Lord returns a falling away must take place and the man of sin must be revealed.
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