ARE WE READY?
1 PETER 3:15 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – Peter exhorts us to always be ready, willing, and able to give others good substantial reasons for our hope.  

The Bible contains many passages that emphasize as Christians we must be ready.  The purpose of our lesson is to investigate what the Bible teaches in regard to the Christian being ready always.

ARE WE READY?

I. READY TO DIE – 
A. JAMES – 4:14 – We know death is coming, however we do not know when.  In light of this fact the only safe and sensible thing for us to do is to be ready.  Are we ready for death?

B. 2 TIM. 4:6 – Paul knew he was ready to die and we should also have this assurance.  Many might respond well sure Paul knew he was ready because he understood he was soon to be executed.

C. ACTS 21:13 – Long before Paul wrote the second epistle to Timothy he made this statement.

D. REV. 14:13 – We are only blessed in death if we die in the Lord.

II. READY FOR THE LORD’S RETURN – 

A. JN. 14:1-3 – Jesus promised to come again and we do not know when that will be.  So it would behoove us to be ready.

B. MATT. 24:36 - Since only the Father knows the time of his return. So it would behoove us to be ready.

C. MATT. 25:1-13 – Which virgins were depicted as being wise?  Those who were prepared.  Those who were ready!!!

D. 2 PET. 3:10 – The day of the Lord’s return will be like a thief in the night.  The thief tries to take advantage of those unprepared.  Are we ready?
III. READY TO WORK – 

A. 1 COR. 15:58 – What are we doing for the Lord?  Are we abounding in the work of the Lord?

B. TITUS 3:1- Maybe we do not work for the Lord because we are not ready.  Paul instructed Titus to remind Christian to be ready to every good work.  Often we are ready to believe what the Bible says but we are not ready to do it

C. TITUS 3:14 – Paul instructs Titus that those who believe will be careful to maintain good works.   Have you cleared your schedule and made plans to attend our gospel meeting?  Have you passed out any flyers to friends or relatives?  Have you signed up on the meal list to have the preacher and his wife in your home for a meal?
D. COL. 1:10 – If we are to walk in this life in a way that pleases God we must be ready to engage in good works.  Are we pleasing God?

IV. READY TO TEACH THE GOSPEL – 

A. ACTS 8:4 – The Christians in the first century were ready to preach and teach the gospel to others.  If you are thinking of an excuse why you cannot teach then invite them to hear the gospel taught by others. I.E. – Gospel meeting
B. ROM. 1:14-16 – Paul used three brief statements which expressed his purpose in life.

C. HEB. 5:12- Do not squander the time given you to prepare to teach but prepare and be ready to teach others.

D. 2 TIM. 2:2 – Faithful men will teach others.  Are we making that effort in our life?  Or have we never got to the point we are ready to teach others?  We need Christians today who are not ashamed and who are ready to teach the word of God to a lost and dying world.
CONCLUSION – 

Are you ready?

Let it be our desire to always be ready – 

2 TIM. 2:21 - …a vessel for honor, sanctified and useful for the Master, prepared for every good work
