BUILDING A STRONG CHURCH

EPHESIANS 4:11-16
INTRODUCTION - Is it our desire for the church in Mary Esther to be strong?  We discussed in our lessons in the last few weeks the importance of having a converted membership, an enlightened membership, a zealous membership, a loyal membership, a united membership and a pure membership if we truly want the church to grow.

In order for the church here at Mary Esther to be strong what other characteristics must we possess?  In order to build a strong church we must have a praying membership to keep it holy and consecrated to the Lord.  To help us understand what is truly meant by the phrase “praying membership” let us turn in our Bibles to EPH. 4:11-16.

The purpose of this lesson is to help us understand in order to build a strong church we must have a “praying membership” A membership that is prays reflects that the church is holy and it members are consecrated to the Lord. A membership that does not pray is not taking advantage of one of the most important spiritual blessings that we enjoy in Christ. Have you ever considered why God desires for us to talk to him? Prayer as defined as by Vine’s is – to beseech, to ask, to desire, to call to one’s aid – used in reference to God

A PRAYING MEMBERSHIP:
I. WHY DOES PRAYER EXIST?  Why should we pray?  What is prayer?
A. 2 CHRON. 7:14 – It is an opportunity for those of us who are children of God to seek God.  If we do not have humility as a characteristic in our life we will not seek out God in prayer.  Humility is directly related to being pleasing to God when we pray.
B. LUKE 18:10-14 – Prayer gives us the chance to plead for God’s mercy in regard to our sin.

C. PSA. 5:1-3 – Prayer is a way for man to make requests to God.

D. PSA. 105:1 – Prayer is a way for man to give thanks to God.

E. HEB. 4:15-16 – Prayer is man’s avenue of communication with God.  Do we take advantage of the opportunity to come boldly to God’s throne of grace?  I. E – Cell phone plan

II. IS PRAYER IMPORTANT?
A. MATT. 6:9-13 – We must off necessity infer it is important since Jesus taught his disciples to pray.

B. MATT. 26:37-43 – Prayer is God’s way of helping us overcome temptation.  Why are there so many Christians who are still in the infant stage of growth and who are so easily allured by the temptations of the world?  It is simple we do not pray enough so the temptation can be overcome.  Note what happened to the disciples of Christ when they did not heed his warning to watch and pray.
C. 1 THESS. 5:17; ROM. 12:12; COL. 4:2 – All these passages instruct us to be diligent and vigilant when it comes to prayer.

D. DAN. 6:10 – God’s faithful people have always depended upon prayer.

E. LUKE 6:12 – Obviously prayer was important to Jesus?  How important is it to you.

F. ACTS 2:41-42 – It was very important to the church in the first century.

III. WHAT CAN PRAYER ACCOMPLISH?
A. MATT. 7:7-11 – It cannot accomplish anything if we do not ask, seek, and find, but it can do everything if we do.

B. PHIL. 4:6 – Prayer cannot accomplish much if we do not pray about everything. Prayer allows us to express our thanksgiving to God for all his blessings.

C. ACTS 12:5, 11-12 – What if the church had not thought prayer could help Peter in his situation.  If they did not ask they would not have received!!!
D. ACTS 16:25 – What if Paul and Silas had thought their singing and praying could not make the situation they were in any better?   Prayer can help us make the most of a bad situation if we have the humility and faith to pray.  Maybe sometimes life knocks us to our knees because we will not go their of our own accord.

E. 1 PET. 5:6-7 – Prayer allows us to express all our cares and concerns to the Lord.  How often do we pray?  It is in direct correlation with how much we really depend upon the Lord.  Where is your trust?  People who trust in the Lord are praying people.

F. JAMES 5:16 – God lets us know that the prayer of the righteous avails much.  Where are the righteous?   The righteous are in the body of Christ, they are those who work and worship with a local church in their area.   Is the church strong?  It can be if we are people who believe in prayer and place their trust in God.

CONCLUSION – 

Is prayer important to you?

How often do you pray?  

Do you want the church in Mary Esther to be strong?

Enjoy talking to God!!!
