DUTY - 4

ECCL. 12:13; LUKE 17:10

INTRODUCTION – We will continue to study this important subject of duty because it holds a position of importance in God’s plan for redeeming man.

We defined duty – as something we owe or that we are indebted to do.  God’s plan for our life includes us doing our duty and doing our duty includes doing all that has been commanded.  

The purpose of our lesson today is to realize the duty we have toward the word of God, the scriptures, the gospel, the oracles of God.

ECCL. 12:13 - Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.

LUKE 17:10 - So likewise you, when you have done all those things which you are commanded, say, 'We are unprofitable servants. We have done what was our duty to do.' 
MAN’S DUTY TO THE WORD:
I. RECEIVE THE WORD – 

A. JAMES 1:21 – We must receive the word if we want to be saved.  The gospel is the message of salvation – Rom. 1:16

B. ACTS 17:11 – We receive the scriptures after we verify the truth.

C. ACTS 10:32-33 – Cornelius and his household (Gentiles) realized their duty to hear the word.

D. JN. 5:39 – Duty to search and understand so we can know and do the will of God.

E. JN. 8:31-32 – Duty to abide in the word it does not just include initial obedience.

F. 2 THESS. 1:10 – It is our duty to believe the word.

II. OBEY THE WORD – 

A. ROM. 6:17-18 – Obedience delivers us from sin.  Paul speaks of two basic choices, sin unto death or obedience to righteousness.
B. 1 PET. 2:1-2 – We must have the desire to obey the word so we can grow in regard to our faith.

C. 1 JN. 2:3-5 – If we love God how do we prove it? By obeying his commandments.

D. ACTS 2:42 – What did the disciples of the first century do after obeying the gospel?  They continued.   What does continuing involve?  Reading, studying, meditating on the word of God.

E. 1 TIM. 4:16 – Take heed to the doctrine was what Paul exhorted Timothy to do.

F. 2 TIM. 4:2 – If we obey the word then we share the word.   Preach the word.

III. RESPECT THE WORD – 

A. 1 COR. 4:6 – If we truly respect the word we will not think beyond what is written.

B. GAL. 1:6-9 – Paul was urging the brethren in Galatia to stay within the boundaries of God’s word.

C. 2 JN. 9 – We must abide in the doctrine of Christ.   Those who respect the word will not go beyond it.

D. REV. 22:17-19 - If we respect the word we will not add to it or subtract from it.   This warning is given in the last few words of inspiration.
E. MATT. 4:4 – We should respect the word that we have received from God.

F. JN. 17:17 – We must respect the word because it is that which sanctifies us.

CONCLUSION – 

Have you received the word?

Have you obeyed the word?

Do you respect the word?
