DUTY - 5

ECCL. 12:13; LUKE 17:10

INTRODUCTION – We will continue to study this important subject of duty because it holds a position of importance in God’s plan for redeeming man.

We defined duty – as something we owe or that we are indebted to do.  God’s plan for our life includes us doing our duty and doing our duty includes doing all that has been commanded.  

ECCL. 12:13 - Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.

LUKE 17:10 - So likewise you, when you have done all those things which you are commanded, say, 'We are unprofitable servants. We have done what was our duty to do.' 
The purpose of our lesson today is to realize the duty we have toward the church which is God’s family, his kingdom, and Christ body, as is stated in the scriptures.  Do I have a duty to the church?  The answer depends, “Are you part of the body – the church?”   How do I know the answer to this question?

1 COR. 12:13 – Have you been baptized into this one body the church?

For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body--whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free--and have all been made to drink into one Spirit. 

GAL. 3:26-27 – You are part of the family of God and one of his children when you are baptized into Christ.

For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

ACTS 2:36-38, 41, 47 – Those who are baptized have received the forgiveness of their sins and the Lord then adds those who are saved to the church.
"Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ." 37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Men and brethren, what shall we do?" 38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 3

41 Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them. 

47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved. 

Most of those gathered here today are Christians so what are our duties to the church.
DUTIES TO THE CHURCH – 

I. ATTITUDE - Do “I have the proper attitude toward the church?”

A. MATT. 6:33 – How important is the kingdom to you? It depends on your attitude. What priority do you give to the Lord’s church?

B. PHIL. 1:3-4 – I think we could all agree that Paul gave the Lord’s church the proper priority in his life.   Note the example that he left for us. If we have the proper attitude we will pray for the church as Paul did for the church at Philippi.

C. MATT. 25:14-19 – Do we have the attitude that we will do what we can?  Do we use the ability given to us by God?  If we have the proper attitude we will always give God our best effort.  I.E. - Claudette

II. WORK – 

A. HEB. 10:24-25 – It is our duty to assemble, this is not an option. We cannot possibly provoke one another to love and good works if we are not present.  I.E. – If work is to be accomplished we must show up!!!
B. EPH. 4:16 – Once we understand the importance of showing up then we need to realize the responsibility we have to do our share of the work.
C. 1 COR. 1:10 – It is the duty of man to work toward unity in the church (local church at Corinth) of our Lord.  Did the brethren at the church in Corinth have an obligation to work toward unity?  The answer is a resounding yes!!! Then what is our duty today to the church in Mary Esther?

D. 1 COR. 16:1-2 – It is also our duty to support the work of the church from a financial aspect.   How can the church carry on the work of evangelism, edification and benevolence if we do not support that work financially?  Do we ever consider doing more?

III. RESPECT/HONOR – 

A. EPH. 5:27 – God desires for the church to be without spot or blemish.   We will not be what God expects if we do not have the proper respect and honor for the church which Christ purchased with his blood.
B. JAMES 1:27 – It is man’s duty to keep the church clean, pure, and holy by making himself clean.

C. 1 COR. 5:1-6 – It is man’s duty to keep the church clean by insisting upon proper discipline.

D. HEB. 13:17 – It is the duty of the church to obey its rulers.

E. 1 TIM. 3:14-15 – It is our duty to behave properly.  Are we fulfilling our duty? Is our conduct such that it respects and honors the church that Christ purchased with his own blood?

CONCLUSION – 

What type of attitude do you have toward the church?

Are you actively engaged in the work of the church?

Does your life display that you respect and honor the church?

