DUTY - 6

ECCL. 12:13; LUKE 17:10

INTRODUCTION – We will continue to study this important subject of duty because it holds a position of importance in God’s plan for redeeming man.

We defined duty – as something we owe or that we are indebted to do.  God’s plan for our life includes us doing our duty and doing our duty includes doing all that has been commanded.  

ECCL. 12:13 - Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.

LUKE 17:10 - So likewise you, when you have done all those things which you are commanded, say, 'We are unprofitable servants. We have done what was our duty to do.' 
The purpose of our lesson today is to realize the duty we have toward those who are not Christians.
DUTY TOWARD UNBELIEVERS:
I. TO SET A GOOD EXAMPLE – While many say it is not there duty to be good examples, it is the duty of a Christian to set a godly example. We must make a connection with someone on a personal level before we will be able to teach them. 
A. MATT. 7:12 – We cannot possibly set a good example to others if we do not do what is right and treat others as we would like to be treated.

B. 1 THESS. 5:15 – Paul is exhorting the Christians at Thessalonica to set the proper example.   We can set a good example only if we pursue what is good.

C. MATT. 5:13-16 – When others observe our actions do they see good works that will glorify God?

D. COL. 4:5 – We need to be aware of our walk.  How we live, how we conduct ourselves, what example do we set.

E. 1 PET. 3:1-2 – The power of a godly example.

II. TO DISPLAY LOVE – Duty is not to say we love others, but to display that we love others.  Again this goes back to making that personal connection with someone that is absolutely necessary before teaching takes place.
A. ROM. 12:17-18 – We can only display love if we learn to live peaceably with others.
B. GAL. 6:10 – To display love we must be willing to “do good” to all men.

C. MATT. 22:37-39 – To display love we must love our neighbor as ourselves.  What does this include?
D. JAMES 1:27 – To display love we must visit (see the needs of others.  When we see the needs then we strive to meet those needs.

E. MATT. 25:41-46 – Those who were condemned by Christ did not look and take advantage of the opportunities.

III. TO TEACH – The gospel which is the power of God to save must be taught.  God has given this duty to those who follow him.
A. MATT. 28:19-20 – Great Commission - Go teach, make disciples of all nations then teach them to observe all things that I have commanded you.

B. 2 TIM. 2:2 – Paul is charging Timothy to teach others.  Faithful men will teach others.  Paul is obviously stating it is Timothy’s duty to do so.   If it is his duty then it is ours also.

C. ACTS 1:1 – If we follow Jesus then we must follow his example in regard to teaching others.   Jesus is the master teacher.

D. ACTS 4:18-22 – We have the example of the apostles and their willingness to teach unbelievers.

E. ACTS 8:4 – After the persecution arose against Christians in the first century they were scattered and went everywhere teaching and preaching the word.

CONCLUSION – 

Do we realize our duties toward unbelievers?

What type of example do we set?

Do display love and concern for others?

Do we fulfill or neglect our duty to teach others?

