DUTY - 7

ECCL. 12:13; LUKE 17:10

INTRODUCTION – We will continue to study this important subject of duty because it holds a position of importance in God’s plan for redeeming man.

We defined duty – as something we owe or that we are indebted to do.  God’s plan for our life includes us doing our duty and doing our duty includes doing all that has been commanded.  

ECCL. 12:13 - Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.

LUKE 17:10 - So likewise you, when you have done all those things which you are commanded, say, 'We are unprofitable servants. We have done what was our duty to do.' 
The purpose of our lesson today is to realize the duty we have toward those who are Christians.

DUTY TOWARD OUR BRETHREN:

I. PHYSICALLY – Do we have an obligation in the physical and material sense toward our brethren?

A. MATT. 25:34-41 – Those who were on the right hand saw the physical needs of their brethren and were willing to meet them. The actions can only be taken by those who are willing to extend compassion.

B. JAMES 2:14-16 – Duty to help our brethren.  Please allow your brethren to help you.

C. 1 PET. 4:7-9 – We are to display fervent love for one another.
D. 1 JN. 3:16-18 – It is our duty to display our love for our brethren by our words and actions.

E. LUKE 10:25-37 – Example set by Good Samaritan.

II. MENTALLY – We have a duty to our brethren to present a clear mental picture of what it means to be a Christian.  We must set the proper example and support them as they grow in their faith.
A. GAL. 6:1 – Live in such a way that we can be spiritual and seek to restore our brother which is our duty.

B. 1 THESS. 4:16-18 – We have the duty to express concern about our brethren so they can be comforted.

C. EPH. 4:28-32 – We have a duty to forgive others but this is a mental process we must learn to practice in our lives.  Forgiveness is often difficult for us to extend to others.

D. LUKE 17:3-4 – It is our duty to forgive our brother.   Do you have anything against a brother?

E. EPH. 4:22- 24 – We must come to the mental acceptance that we are a new man.   Sometimes we need encouragement in this area.

F. ROM. 14:14-21 – I should not desire to do anything even if I know that it is right if it will make my brother stumble or be made weaker in their faith.

III. SPIRITUALLY – What duty do we have to our brethren in regard to spiritual matters?
A. COL. 3:9 – We have the duty to tell the truth. If we are not truthful nothing good can be accomplished.
B. COL. 3:16-17 – Duty to teach with the authority of Christ.

C. HEB. 10:24 – We have the duty to provoke one another to love and good works.

D. JAMES 5:16 – Duty to pray for one another.

E. JAMES 5:19-20 – Duty to try to restore one who is wandering from the truth.

F. JOHN 13:34-35 – By this you will know that you are my disciples if you love one another.

CONCLUSION – 

Do we realize our duty to one another?

Do we fulfill that duty to each other?

When is the last time you helped a brother?

