EDIFICATION – 1

ACTS 20:28
INTRODUCTION - If our worship is to be pleasing to God it must be offered in the proper spirit and according to truth. Only if we have the proper attitude and follow the truth can we be edified as Christians.  Being edified is part of growing up, spiritually maturing and becoming complete in Christ. That is why Paul commends the elders from Ephesus to God and the word of his grace which is able to build you up. As Christians we must be built up and grow in regard to our faith. How does this growing process take place? 

The purpose of our lesson today is to look to the word of God and examine some things that promote our spiritual growth.

THINGS THAT PROMOTE SPIRITUAL GROWTH – 

I. BEING ACTIVE IN OUR STUDY – We cannot afford to be lazy when it comes to learning we must get involved personally.
A. DEUT. 31:11-12 – Hear – Learn – Fear – Observe to do.

B. MATT. 11:28-30 – We need to learn from Jesus not men with their doctrines and philosophies.

C. 1 PET. 2:2 – “As newborn babes desire the sincere milk of the word that you may grow thereby.” – What is my desire?

D. MATT. 5:6 – Jesus said, “Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled.”  How often do you skip a meal?  Or better yet skip a day without eating.  Yet we have some brethren who will go the whole week from Sunday to Sunday without opening their Bible.

E. 2 TIM. 2:15 – How can we rightly divide that of which we do not have proper knowledge?  I.E. – History test on Egypt.

F. ACTS 17:11 – Be noble minded as the Bereans and search the scriptures.  A faithful Christian will not just take the word of a man without comparing it to the word of truth.  Is your Bible open?

G. PSA. 1:1-2 – Can it be honestly said of you that you delight in the law of the Lord
H. PSA. 19:7-14 – Do we value the word of God as David did? Do these verses reflect in any shape form or fashion our attitude toward the word of God.
II. CONTROLLING OUR THOUGHTS – We must strive to keep our heart (mind) pure.  We cannot do what is right if we do not think what is right.
A. MATT. 15:16-20 – Before evil thoughts become words and deeds where are they located?  In our mind – we must control our thoughts.

B. MATT. 5:27-28 – Example of David and Bethsheba. David did not control his thoughts.
C. ACTS 5:1-4 – Example of Ananias and Sapphira – Where did they conceive this lie? In their mind.  We cannot grow spiritually if our mind is crowded with improper thoughts.

D. ACTS 8:12-24 – Before Simon spoke what did he have to think? He had to have the thought I want this power also.  

E. PHIL. 4:8 – Paul instructs us in the things we should think about.

F. 2 COR. 10:5 – “…And bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.”
G. MATT. 5:8 – “Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God.”
III. REMOVING INDIFFERENCE – We cannot possible grow spiritually if we are lukewarm. Great danger to the church today is indifference.

A. REV. 3:14-16 – Lukewarm service is sickening to God.

B. HEB. 12:28 – Serve God with reverence and godly fear.

C. ROM. 12:1-2 – God does not want us to conform to this world. World’s motto is do the least you can to receive the most.

D. PROV. 28:20 – A man full of faith shall abound in the blessings of the Lord.

E. 2 COR. 9:6-8 – God wants us to abound in every good work that he has authorized in His word.

F. 2 COR. 8:7 – We are to abound in everything.

CONCLUSION – 

When God looks at you does he see a Christian whose faith is growing?

If not then you need to repent!

When God looks at you does he see a Christian?

If not become one today!

Do not continue to live in sin.

Obey Christ today!

