EDIFICATION – 11
TITUS 2:11-15 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – It should be the desire and yearning of every Christian to become as Paul described a part of a peculiar people that indeed are zealous of good works.  Why should we be the type of person that Paul describes to Titus?  As a Christian I should be living my life based on strong convictions founded on the word of God.  There must be something that motivates me to act with conviction   

Do I have this burning desire to act and live by my convictions?

If I decide to act by the convictions that God would desire for me to have what would be the results in my life? Certainly my faith, zeal and service for God would grow.

THINGS THAT PROMOTE SPIRITUAL GROWTH – LIVING AND ACTING WITH CONVICTION

I. LEARNER – Is it your desire to learn the will of God? To truly act with conviction we must be willing to become learners.

A. JN. 6:44-45 – We will not act with conviction unless we come to God and we cannot come to him unless we are willing to learn of Him.  We must be willing to learn what God would have us do, not what we want to do.
B. MATT. 11:28-30 – We must learn from Jesus and about Jesus so we will know how he would have us to live.

C. ACTS 2:42 – Notice the attitude of the early disciples.

D. ROM. 10:1-3 – There are grave dangers of having zeal without knowledge. 

E. HOS. 4:1-6 – Did Israel have the opportunity to learn and know about Jehovah?  Yes! But did they obtain true knowledge and put it into practice? No!  Are we sometimes like the Jews we have all the opportunities to learn but never really understand how God wants us to live our life with conviction?
F. ROM. 15:4 – Why do we have the O.T. – scripture such as we just read from the prophets?  It is for our learning so we do not make the same mistakes the children of God made long ago.
II. PRAYER – We cannot possibly allow our faith to grow if we fail to communicate properly with God. This is probably an area that we can all improve. What about your prayer life?  Do you really have one?
A. EPH. 1:15-17 – We have the example of Paul praying for his brethren. Notice the love and concern Paul had for his brethren. 

B. COL. 1:3-12 – Paul prayed for his brethren to be filled with knowledge, wisdom, and spiritual understanding.  We will not pray for the faith of others to grow unless our faith is strong and we are willing to act with conviction.

C. JAMES 5:16 – Living according with conviction is important because it allows us our prayers to be effectual.  Have you ever thought there is something missing in my prayer life, maybe it is because you are not living with your faith and trust fully placed in Jesus.
D. God’s word instructs us to be vigilant in prayer – Vigilance in prayer demonstrates we are living and acting with conviction

1. 1 THESS. 5:17 – “Pray without ceasing.” 
2. ROM. 12:12 – “Rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing instant in prayer.” 
3. COL. 4:12 – “…always laboring fervently for you in prayers, that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God.” 
4. 1 TIM. 2:1-2 –  “I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; 2 For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty.”  God wants faithful Christians to pray for all men – For kings and those in authority!  Pray that we might lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness.

5. MATT. 9:38 – “Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest.” – God wants us to pray for laborers in the harvest, that He will send forth reapers into the fields.

6. MATT. 5:44 - But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;  - God wants us as Christians to pray for those who despitefully use them and persecute them

III. TEACHER – If we learn the will of God and have a good prayer life then the desire to teach someone what you know will be the result of your growing faith. If we are to truly act with conviction we must be involved in teaching.
A. LUKE 19:10 – We as Christians are disciples of Christ and we are seeking to follow him – note his primary mission as he came to earth.

B. ACTS 8:1-4 – What did the Christians do when persecution arose against them?

C. HEB. 5:12-14 – What was the problem with these Christians?  They were not acting with conviction for the one whom they were claiming to serve.
D. 2 TIM. 2:1-2 – Paul wanted Timothy to be strong in the faith so he instructs him to teach the things he had been taught to faithful men who would in turn teach others. Someone was faithful in teaching you the gospel have you displayed your faith and acted with the necessary conviction to teach others?

E. ACTS 5:42 – They did not cease teaching and preaching in his name.
CONCLUSION – Is our faith in Jesus? 

Do we daily follow him?

Are you displaying true conviction in your life?
