EDIFICATION – 12 – WHAT IS HAPPENING TO MY FAITH?

2 CORINTHIANS 13:5
INTRODUCTION – We have been bringing a series of lessons on edification – the building up of our faith.  We should desire for our faith to grow so we can zealously serve the Lord.  We have examined many aspects necessary in order for our faith to grow.

The purpose of our lesson today is to take a more personal look at our faith and to see what is happening in regard to my faith. – 2 COR. 13:5 – Paul gave the very same instructions to the Christians at Corinth.

The Bible is very clear and speaks to us about what can happen to our faith. In regard to my faith it can either be in a positive or negative state of existence. The Hebrew writer exhorts his audience about the condition of their faith – HEB. 3:12-13 – If our faith is weak, if we fill our heart with unbelief and evil we will surely depart from living and serving God.
WHAT IS THE CONDITION OF MY FAITH?
I. NEGATIVE – NOT WHAT IT SHOULD BE – Why does this sometimes happen?

A. ROM. 4:19 – We can be weak in our faith but it is our choice. I.E. – Abraham – He did not understand how God would keep his promise however he did not allow his lack of understanding to create doubt. Doubt is a great obstacle to our faith and causes it to be weakened.

B. LUKE 1:13-20 – Zacharias displayed a moment of weakness in his faith when God spoke to him thur an angel and he did not believe.  The same thing happens to us today when God speaks to us thru the H.S. and we reject his message – I.E. – When the bible instructs us about creation, baptism or the resurrection many do not have sufficient faith to get past these obstacles.
C. 1 THESS. 3:9-10 – Paul by inspiration says something was lacking in the faith of the brethren at Thessalonica. In their particular case it seems to be the assurance they needed in regard to the second coming of Christ. Do we have things lacking in our faith? Such as proper attitudes, proper motives, proper actions.

D. LUKE 23:32 – According to Jesus he was praying for Peter that his faith would not fail (cease).

E. MATT. 26:34, 56 – Our faith can stop working if it is weak – I.E. – Weak heart can stop working but brought back by electrical shock.

F. 2 TIM. 2:15-18 – Our faith can be overthrown by false doctrine so we must be able to distinguish between truth and error – I.E. - Denominational doctrines – Calvinism
G. HEB. 10:35-39 – Warning to never cast away your confidence. Our confidence is the result of our faith. These Christians were contemplating going back into their former life and abandoning the gospel.

H. 1 TIM. 1:19 – We can make shipwreck of our faith. Literally to “break up the ship” where there is no hope of salvage.

I. HEB. 6:4-6 – It is possible to put aside one’s faith and not take it up again.

II. POSITIVE – WHAT MY FAITH SHOULD BE DOING – Increasing

A. 2 THESS. 1:3 – Our faith should be growing just like a baby should be growing physically and if they are not we know something is wrong.

B. 2 PET. 1:1-7 – Adding godly characteristics to my faith. Am I adding to my faith?
C. ROM. 4:20 – Abraham’s faith as he exercised it became stronger.

D. JAMES 2:5 – Many desire to be rich by worldly standards but do we desire to be rich in faith?

E. COL. 2:5 – Faith in Christ provides a foundation for my life. Is my faith steadfast and can it see me thru the trials and temptations of life.

F. 1 PET. 1:9 – The end result of my faith being strong will be the salvation of my soul.

III. WHERE DOES YOUR FAITH STAND?

A. 1 COR. 2:5 – In the wisdom of men (science- creation vs. evolution) situation ethics (morality) or the power of God.

B. MATT. 15:3-9 – The traditions of men.

C. 1 COR. 1:10-13 – Loyalty to a man or Christ.
D. MATT. 6:19-25 – Do you serve the riches of this world or God?

E. 1 TIM. 6:6-11, 17 – Where is our trust? Are we content with God and his blessings or do we have a covetous heart?

F. 2 COR. 5:7 – Do I truly walk by faith or do I walk according to my opinions, my feelings, my thoughts, and my own selfish ways?

G. TITUS 1:2 – My faith is in God because he cannot lie and his word is truth!

H. REV. 21:5 – My faith stands in the one who is true and faithful the one to whom we will all give an account.

CONCLUSION – 

Do you have faith?

What is the condition of your faith?

Remember – without faith we cannot please God!
