EDIFICATION – 2
1 CORINTHIANS 1:9

INTRODUCTION - If God is faithful and we are called by Him we have fellowship with His Son.  Does it not stand to reason that God who is faithful to us would also want us to grow in our faith, service, and zealous to the Lord.   As Christians our faith must grow. How does this growing process take place? 

The purpose of our lesson today is to look to the word of God and examine some things that promote our spiritual growth.

THINGS THAT PROMOTE SPIRITUAL GROWTH – 
I. MUST BE WISE WITH OUR TIME NOT FOOLISH – 

A. How people spend time foolishly.

1. 1 TIM. 6:9-10 – Seeking riches.

2. HEB. 5:12-14 – Not preparing to teach.

3. ACTS 17:19-21 – Debating the philosophies of men.

4. LUKE 15:11-14 – Squandering blessings from God.

         B. How to spend our time.

               1.   EPH. 5:15-17 – Use our time to understand God’s will.

   2.   COL. 4:5-6 – Be a good example to those outside of Christ.

   3.   PROV. 11:30 – “….He that winneth souls is wise.”
   4.   LUKE 2:49 – Jesus knew what was important.

II. SOUND IN SPEECH – 

A. EPH. 4:29-32 – Evil communication is something that is to be put away from us as Christians.

B. JAMES 1:25-26 – Bridling our tongue includes Profanity, gossip, lies, teaching false doctrine.

C. COL. 3:5-10 – We are to mortify (put to death) filthy communication out of our mouth.

D. TITUS 2:6-10 – We as Christians need to have sound speech that cannot be condemned.

E. JAMES 3:8-13 – James tells us why we need to be sound in speech – the dangers of the tongue; deadly evil – full of deadly poison.  It has destroyed friendships, marriages, developed hate, gendered murder, and caused wars

F. EPH. 4:15 – That is why we should speak the truth in love. Teach what is right and what is wrong!
G. MATT. 12:34-37 – Jesus teaches us our words we speak really do make a difference.

H. PROV. 10:19 – In order to be wise we must exercise self control and restrain our lips.

III. CAREFUL TO MAINTAIN GOOD WORKS – 

         A. JAMES 4:17 – “Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.”
         B. 2 CHRON. 29:11 - When Hezekiah reestablished God’s worship what did he instruct the priest to not be guilty of.

         C.  HEB. 2:1-3 – We can neglect our salvation. How?

         D. HEB. 5:8-9 – He is the author of eternal salvation only to those who obey Him.

          E. MATT. 25:31-46 - Those cast into everlasting fire were neglectful and those who gained eternal life had been diligent in their obedience to God.

 F. TITUS 3:3-8 – The only way man can be saved is by the grace of God but he must maintain good works.

 G. TITUS 2:11-14 – Living soberly is doing those things that are righteous and godly.

CONCLUSION – 

Are you wise with your time?

Are you sound in your speech?

Are you careful to maintain good works?

If not then you are not growing and your faith is not being built up.  
