EDIFICATION - 4

TITUS 2:11-14 –TEXT

INTRODUCTION – In our series of lessons on edification we have been studying about the things that are necessary in order for our faith to grow. Paul emphasizes to Titus that as a Christian he needs to be zealous of good works.

In order for us to be faithful and zealous Christians we must take charge of our attitude – JAMES 1:21-25 – Only I can decide to become a doer of the word.  Some will say, “oh I just cannot seem to do what God wants” 

We need the attitude displayed by Paul - PHIL. 4:13 – We need an attitude adjustment.  We need an “I can do” attitude.  We must take action – HEB. 12:1-3 – Usually the reason we are having a problem is that we have not really laid aside the sin, which so easily besets us.  We need to quit sin but never quit obeying the Lord.

 THINGS THAT PROMOTE SPIRITUAL GROWTH – 

I. RECEIVER OF TRUTH – If we truly desire for our faith to grow we must be willing to receive the truth by acknowledging it in our lives. 

A. JN. 8:31-32 – The only way we can be set free from our sins is to acknowledge truth and be willing to abide in it.

B. JN. 1:14, 17, 14:6 – Jesus is the source of truth and no one can come to the Father except thru him.

C. JN. 17:17 – It is the truth that sanctifies us and sets us apart to guide us in doing the will of the Lord.

D. 1 THESS. 2:13 - We must realize spiritual truths come from God – not men. The truth cannot work effectively in your life if you are not willing to receive it and zealously follow it.

E. 1 TIM. 2:3-4 – In order for man to receive and obey the truth he must first acknowledge his need for truth.  Have you realized the need for truth in your life?

F. 3 JN. 3 – John was very excited to know that those whom he had taught the truth were now walking in it.

II. SEEK GOD’S WISDOM – Seek the wisdom of God and then be willing to put it into practical application in our lives.

A. JAMES 1:5 – God is the true source of wisdom. It is something we can request from God.

B. 1 KINGS 3:9-12 – Solomon requested understanding from God and it was granted to him.

C. COL. 1:9 – Paul requested wisdom for his brethren at Colossae.

D. COL. 3:16 – Wisdom is not something hidden from us but is something to which we have access.

E. COL. 4:5 – Wisdom is something that is practical for our daily use.

F. JAMES 3:13-18 – Wisdom is reflected in the choices we make and the example we set for others in our conduct and manner of life.  Wisdom is not our I.Q., ACTS or SAT score.

G. MATT. 7:24-27 – Jesus makes it very clear how to determine if we are truly wise in the eyes of God.  Are you wise in the eyes of God?   

III. BE WILLING TO REPENT – If our faith is to grow we must be willing to repent of our sins. We cannot possibly grow in our faith and service to the Lord as the children of God if we do not repent of our sins.
A. REV. 2:4-5 – Your faith cannot grow if you have left your first love.  Have you left your first love?  If your answer is yes then you need to repent – today – do not delay.

B. REV. 2:12-16 – We must be willing to repent if we are allowing false doctrine to carry us away from God. God hates any doctrine that is contrary to his word.  How about us – do we hate false doctrine or tolerate it?
C. REV. 3:14-19 – We must be willing to repent of being lukewarm – indifferent. We need for our faith to be growing and be zealous for the Lord - always faithful.

D. 2 PET. 3:9 – God does not desire for any to perish and he certainly does not want any of his children to perish, but we must maintain the willingness to repent so our faith can blossom and grow.

E. 2 COR. 7:10-11 – If we are not being the people that God would have us to be then we must have the sorrow that would lead us to repentance and salvation

F. LUKE 13:3 – If we do not repent of our sins Jesus says we will perish!!!
CONLCUSION – 

Are you willing to receive the truth?

Do you seek after the wisdom of God?

Are you willing to repent?

If your answer is yes, then your faith will be growing!!!

