FAITHFULNESS – 4 - FAITHFUL VICTORIOUS CHRISTIANS

1 CORINTHIANS 15:57 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – What if we could choose to always be on the side that wins, the side that is successful, would we want to be associated with that group of people?  Sure we would and that is what we have the opportunity to do as Christians.  We can always have victory thru our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  How is it that we can always be victorious – 1 JN. 5:4- Our faith is that which will help us overcome the world.

Do we have the type of faith that will lead us to victory in Christ?  Being a disciple, a Christian is not always going to be easy – We have a distinctive name – ACTS 11:26 – and wearing that name in a faithful manner can cause us to suffer trials, 1 PET. 4:14-16 – If we suffer as a Christian we do not need to be ashamed and we must not get discouraged.  I.E. – Have you ever seen a heavyweight fighter that won a fight and did not get hit by his opponent?  No, the opponent may land some jabs, a uppercut or even a right cross but the champion always endures the barrage of punches thrown at him by his opponent.

IF WE ARE TO BE FAITHFUL VICTORIOUS CHRISTIAN WE MUST:

1. FIGHTER – We must be able to go the distance.

a. 1 TIM. 6:12 – The good fighter is the one who is able to go the distance against his opponent.

b. MATT. 4:1-10 – Our opponent does not give up easily.  Christ fought the good fight of faith.

c. 1 PET. 5:8 – Since our adversary is so powerful we must be vigilant in our preparation. How vigilant is a fighter who is preparing for a fight?  Daily preparation.   Sometimes we think it will be easy to be ready but it takes diligence.

2. EXHORTER – We must be able to encourage others and myself.  Exhort or exhortation - An appeal, an encouragement, consolation, comforter, an advocate

a. ACTS 11:22-24 – We need more Christians like Barnabas.

b. HEB. 3:12-13 – If we are to be faithful and victorious we must receive encouragement.

c. 1 TIM. 4:12-13 – Paul tells Timothy to be an example of the believer and then tells him how to do it.  NAS – says give attention to reading, exhortation and doctrine.  Is this something we really give attention to?

3. REFRESHER – We need to be spiritually refreshed from time to time.

I. E. – Taking a shower when we are hot sweaty and dirty – How does it make us feel? Relief

a. PHILE. 4-7 – Paul tells Philemon that he refreshes the saints

b. 1 COR. 16:17-18 – These brethren refreshed Paul’s spirit..

c. 2 TIM. 1:16 – If the apostle Paul needed refreshing so do Christians today.

4. PERSUADER - If someone’s house is burning it does not take very much persuasion to get them out of it.  They will get out quickly to save their physical life.

a. 2 COR. 5:10 – We must let judgment help us be motivated to persuade others.

b. ACTS 18:1-4 – Paul persuaded the Jews.

c. 2 TIM. 1:12- In order to persuade others we must be fully persuaded ourselves.

5. FINISHER – We must never stop or quit if we are to be victorious and faithful as Christians.

a. JN. 17:4 – Jesus finished the work God gave him to do.  How often do we get very close to doing what Jesus would have us to do but we do not finish it.

b. JN. 19:30 – Jesus on the cross-cried out it is finished!  He did not quit he did not give up or give in.

c. 2 TIM. 4:6-8 – Notice verse 7 Paul says he finished the course and because he finished he is victorious!  We can be victorious also.

CONCLUSION – If we want to be a faithful and victorious Christian we must make it to the finish line.  How are we doing?  Are we fast starters and yet slow to finish.  REV. 2:10 – “Be thou faithful unto death and I will give thee a crown of life.”
