FAITHFULNESS – 5 - FAITH THAT DOES NOT SAVE
HEBREWS 11:6 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – Is Faith important to us as God’s people?   Yes, we would reply it is definitely necessary for without faith we cannot please God.  But do you know the Bible speaks of a faith that does not save.  Let us all open our Bibles and begin this study of the word of God today.   We urge you to follow along.

FAITH DOES NOT SAVE WHEN:

I. ACCOMPANIED BY DOUBT –

A. JAMES 1:5-8 – How are we to ask things of God?  God does not want his people to be a doubting people but to have confidence. 

B. HEB. 10:23, 35-39 – We must confidently serve God until the end we must not draw back.  Our faith must be one that is to the saving of our soul.

C. EPH. 4:14-15 – Our faith will remain steadfast and no longer be tossed about when we are growing up into him who is the head – Christ.  

II. ACCOMPANIED BY AN UNCLEAN CONSCIENCE – 

A. 1 TIM. 1:5, 19-20 – Without a pure heart and sincere faith you cannot have a good conscience.  Notice what happened to those who did not think this was important.  It is very important to keep our God trained conscience clean.
B. TITUS 1:15-16 – If we do not believe our conscience is defiled.  We can profess to know God but an unclean conscience disqualifies us.

III. ACCOMPANIED SECRET SIN – 

A. JOSHUA 7:1-11 – Hidden sin of Achan caused the Israelites to lose the battle of Ai.

B. PSA. 32:1-5 – Description of David’s feelings when sin was hidden and then when it was made known. 

C. 1 JN. 1:7-10 – Greatest mistake we can make as a child of God is to try to hide our sins from God.  Do not deceive ourselves admit we are sinners and need the blood of Christ.

IV. WHEN NOT ACCOMPANIED BY WORKS – 

A. Methodist Discipline, Article IX - “Wherefore that we are justified by faith only is a most wholesome doctrine and very full of comfort.”  
B. JAMES 2:24 – Not by faith only but by works.   Is James speaking of works whereby we earn salvation or because we have done so much for God he owes it to us?  NO!!!   He is speaking of the good works of faith.

C. TITUS 2:7-8, 14 – We must show a pattern of good works and be known as a people who are zealous of good works.
D. TITUS 3:8, 14 – We must be careful to maintain good works.
E. EPH. 2:8-10 – We are created in Christ Jesus for what?   GOOD WORKS
V. WHEN NOT ACCOMPANIED BY DIVINE AUTHORITY – 

A. MATT. 7:21-23 – We must do the will of the Father who is in heaven if we desire to go there some day.

B. 1 SAM. 15:22-23 – What pleases God? When we humbly submit to his will.
C. MATT. 15:8-9 – If our worship is to please God we submit to his will not the doctrines, traditions, and philosophies of men.
D. 2 TIM. 2:5 – If we are to be crowned we must compete according to the rules given to us by the almighty God.
E. LUKE 6:46 – Our faith is not pleasing to God if we call Jesus Lord, Lord and do not do what he tells us to do.  Lord – master- ruler
VI. WHEN NOT ACCOMPANIED BY REPENTANCE - CONFESSION - BAPTISM –
A. JN. 12:42-43 – The rulers believed but would not confess.   Did their faith save them?  NO!!!  Faith w/o confession willl not save
B. ACTS 2:36-38 – Those at Pentecost believed and what did they ask – “What shall we do”   Faith w/o repentance will not save
C. GAL. 3:26-27 – Where is salvation found?   In Christ – ACTS 4:12 – How do we get into Christ?   We put him on in baptism.    Faith w/o baptism will not save - ACTS 2:41 – MK. 16:16
CONCLUSION – 

What type of faith do you possess?

Do not leave today with a faith that will not save you!!!

“Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith” – 2 COR. 13:5

