FAITHFULNESS - HOW DOES GOD’S WORD PICTURE ME?
JAMES 1:21-25 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – In your minds eye how do you picture yourself?  Maybe you think back when you were a younger man or woman and that is the picture you remember? But we are not here to discuss how we view ourselves physically but rather how do we view ourselves spiritually?  What picture comes to mind? REV. 3:14-17 – the church at Laodicea had the wrong picture.  How can we have the proper picture of our spiritual status?   We must use the proper standard.  It is not really all that important what I think about my spiritual status or growth because I have to compare my life to the correct standard – the word of God to see how it pictures me – JAMES 1:21-25 – the word of God gives us a true reflection a perfect image of where we are spiritually.  
Where are you?  How does God’s word picture you?  We are in one of two categories faithful or unfaithful. This is the study we will consider today.

HOW DOES GOD’S WORD PICTURE ME?

I. BETRAYER – Am I unfaithful to the Lord? At times do I turn my back on him?
A. MARK 14:13-21 – In this passage Jesus points to the fact that “one of these which eats with me” is going to betray me.  Jesus said woe to that man who betrays Christ.

B. JN. 13:1-2 – When Judas betrayed Christ it was the “devil” in him that caused him to commit this sin. Today through our lust for worldly things we allow Satan to cause us to betray Christ our Lord and we become unfaithful.
C. HEB. 6:4-6 - Some come to eat with the Lord on Sunday morning but turn their back on him, when it comes to serving him at any other time in their life – We should not want to be like Judas one who crucifies the Son of God and put him to shame.

II. DISCOURAGED – Have I allowed discouragement to make my love for the Lord to grow cold?
A. 1 THESS. 5:14-15 – This passage teaches that some are feeble-minded (faint-hearted or discouraged).  Those who are discouraged are the ones who have simply lost their courage to serve God.
B. DEUT. 1:27-30 – Israel became discouraged because of their disobedience and rebellion toward God.  They displayed a lack of faith when they did not think they could defeat their enemies.

C. ISA. 42:1-4 – Christ met discouragement and yet he was victorious.

D. 2 COR. 4:8-11 – Paul faced discouragement also but he finished the course and fought the good fight of faith.

III. CONTENTIOUS – Am I someone who likes to be contentious.
A. ROM. 2:8-10 – There are many people who have not obeyed the gospel of Christ and, some contend they will be saved.  God will not condemn good moral people.

B. 2 THESS. 1:7-9 –There is no basis for this contention.  God says those who do not obey the gospel will be lost.

C. PROV. 26:21 – God says the contentious man kindles strife.

D. TITUS 3:9-10 – God does not want this condition in the church of the Lord.

IV. IMPUDENT – Are we too stubborn to submit to the will of the Lord?
A. EZK. 2:1-6 – God declares very clearly that the children of Israel were impudent (hard headed, hard hearted, stubborn, rebellious). They had hardened their hearts and would not obey God.

B. HEB. 3:12-13 – Many Christians have spiritual heart problems.  Hearts are not able to function at full capacity because of being lukewarm and indifferent.

C. 2 CHRON. 36:11-16 – Example of Zedekiah.
V. ZEALOUS – Do we have a zeal in accordance with the will of God?
A. TITUS 2:11-14 – It is the will of God for every Christian to be zealous, eager to perform the good works authorized by God.

B. NUM. 25:1-13 – We have an example in the OT that Phinehas thru his zeal stopped the plague of death.

C. GAL. 6:1-2 – We need to be zealous also even in the face of difficult tasks.

VI. PREPARED – 

A. 2 TIM. 2:19-22 – God wants every one of his children within reason of time to be able to teach his truths to others.

B. EPH. 6:10-18 – We must become prepared to deal with Satan.  So we must put on the whole armor of God.

C. 1 SAM. 7:1-3 – The children of Israel had to prepare their hearts and serve him so he would deliver them from the Philistines.  The same is true today!!!

VII. STRONG – 

A. ROM. 15:1-3 – If we are really among the strong we will help the weak to bear their burdens!

B. HEB. 5:12-14 – The strong will feed on the meat of the word and thru constant exercise unto godliness we will have senses exercised to discern both good and evil.
C. 2 COR. 12:7-10 – If we are strong enough to realize our weaknesses.

VIII. TREMBLING – 

A. ACTS 24:24-26 – Felix trembled when he heard the word of God taught.

B. PSA. 119:115-120 – When we hear the word of God we should also tremble in reverence and godly fear.  When was the last time the sermon from god’s word made you tremble?  

C. PHIL. 2:12-15 – Are you working out your salvation with fear and trembling?

CONCLUSION – 

God’s word always gives us a clear picture!!!

How does God’s word picture you? Are you faithful?
