FAITHFULNESS - GOD’S FAITHFUL ARE FEW
HEBREWS 11:6 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – The bible is clear that we cannot please God without faith, and the faithful are usually only a small percentage of the people – JUDGES 2:7-23 – Read – Was God pleased with the faithfulness of the nation of Israel? It is also clear as we study the word of God that those truly faithful to the Lord have always been in the minority.

MYTHS ABOUT NUMBERS:

1. NUMBERS SIGNIFY IMPORTANCE – 

A. DEUT. 7:6-11 -  “For you are a holy people to the LORD your God; the LORD your God has chosen you to be a people for Himself, a special treasure above all the peoples on the face of the earth. 7 The LORD did not set His love on you nor choose you because you were more in number than any other people, for you were the least of all peoples; 8 but because the LORD loves you, and because He would keep the oath which He swore to your fathers, the LORD has brought you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you from the house of bondage, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 9 Therefore know that the LORD your God, He is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant and mercy for a thousand generations with those who love Him and keep His commandments; 10 and He repays those who hate Him to their face, to destroy them. He will not be slack with him who hates Him; He will repay him to his face. 11 Therefore you shall keep the commandment, the statutes, and the judgments which I command you today, to observe them.”
B. MATT.  18:12-14 – “What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep, and one of them goes astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine and go to the mountains to seek the one that is straying? 13 And if he should find it, assuredly, I say to you, he rejoices more over that sheep than over the ninety-nine that did not go astray. 14 Even so it is not the will of your Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish.”
2. NUMBERS INDICATE SUCCESS – 

A. LUKE 19:10 – “for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.” – Jesus was striving for the salvation of souls.
B. JN. 6:66 – “From that time many of His disciples went back and walked with Him no more.”  Jesus was not a crowd pleaser he was not concerned with numbers being an indicator of success.
C. REV. 3:15-16 – “I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot. 16 So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth.” – the church is striving for the salvation of souls,, but what if we have 300 lukewarm members.  We have great numbers but our numbers do not directly correlate with being pleasing to God.

3. NUMBERS SIGNIFY TRUTHFULNESS –

A. MATT. 7:13-14 – Truth is not carried by the crowd and the majority is not always right – “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. 14 Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.” – Truth does not hinge upon the number of people who believe.  Majority will be lost.
B. ACTS 2:41 – “Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them.”
4. NUMBERS ARE ASSOCIATED WITH SAFETY – 
A. NUM. 25:3-9– “So Israel was joined to Baal of Peor and the anger of the 
      LORD was aroused against Israel. 4 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Take all the leaders of the people and hang the offenders before the LORD, out in the sun, that the fierce anger of the LORD may turn away from Israel." 5 So Moses said to the judges of Israel, "Every one of you kill his men who were joined to Baal of Peor." 6 And indeed, one of the children of Israel came and presented to his brethren a Midianite woman in the sight of Moses and in the sight of all the congregation of the children of Israel, who were weeping at the door of the tabernacle of meeting. 7 Now when Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, saw it, he rose from among the congregation and took a javelin in his hand; 8 and he went after the man of Israel into the tent and thrust both of them through, the man of Israel, and the woman through her       body. So the plague was stopped among the children of Israel. 9 And those who died in the plague were twenty-four thousand.”  Error will damn one million as well as one.  Over 20,000 people slain.

5. NUMBERS ARE INDICATIVE OF STRENGTH – 
A. MATT.7:21-23 – “Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22 Many will say to Me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?' 23 "And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!” – Power is only good when it is channeled in the right direction.

CASES IN THE BIBLE WHERE GOD’S FAITHFUL WERE FEW: 

1. NOAH AND HIS FAMILY – 
A. GEN. 6:5-8, 7:7 – “Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 6 And the LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth,  and He was grieved in His heart. 7 So the LORD said, "I will destroy man  whom I have created from the face of the earth, both man and beast, creeping  thing and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I have made them." 8 But Noah  found grace in the  eyes  of the LORD.

B. GEN. 7:7 – “So Noah, with his sons, his wife, and his sons' wives, went into the ark  because of the waters of the flood.”
C. 2 PET. 2:5 – “and did not spare the ancient world, but saved Noah, one of eight people, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood on the world of the ungodly;
D. HEB. 11:7 – “By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared an ark for the saving of his household, by 
 which he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness which is according to faith.” 
E. Flood demonstrates two principles of God



a. God will save the faithful few 



b. God will condemn the masses

1. LOT AND HIS FAMILY – 

A. GEN. 18:23-32 – “And Abraham came near and said, "Would You also destroy the righteous with the wicked? 24 Suppose there were fifty righteous within the city; would You also destroy the place and not spare it for the fifty righteous that were in it? 25 Far be it from You to do such a thing as this, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous should be as the wicked; far be it from You! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?" 26 So the LORD said, "If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will spare all the place for their sakes." 27 Then Abraham answered and said, "Indeed now, I who am but dust and ashes have taken it upon myself to speak to the Lord: 28 Suppose there were five less than the fifty righteous; would You destroy all of the city for lack of five?" So He said, "If I find there forty-five, I will not destroy it." 29 And he spoke to Him yet again and said, "Suppose there should be forty found there?" So He said, "I will not do it for the sake of forty." 30 Then he said, "Let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak: Suppose thirty should be found there?" So He said, "I will not do it if I find thirty there." 31 And he said, "Indeed now, I have taken it upon myself to speak to the Lord: Suppose twenty should be found there?" So He said, "I will not destroy it for the sake of twenty." 32 Then he said, "Let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak but once more: Suppose ten should be found there?" And He said, "I will not destroy it for the sake of ten."  The faithful few in Sodom – Notice God’s attitude toward 10 faithful souls.

2. JOSHUA AND CALEB –

A. NUM. 14:6-10- “But Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, who were among those who had spied out the land, tore their clothes; 7 and they spoke to all the congregation of the children of Israel, saying: "The land we passed through to spy out is an exceedingly good land. 8 If the LORD delights in us, then He will bring us into this land and give it to us, 'a land which flows with milk and honey.' 9 "Only do not rebel against the LORD, nor fear the people of the land, for they are our bread; their protection has departed from them, and the LORD is with us. Do not fear them." 10 And all the congregation said to stone them with stones. Now the glory of the LORD appeared in the tabernacle of meeting before all the children of Israel. The Lord only allowed Joshua and Caleb (the only ones over 20 years old) to enter the promised land.

3. GIDEON – 

A. JUDGES 7:2-8 – “And the LORD said to Gideon, "The people who are with you are too many for Me to give the Midianites into their hands, lest Israel claim glory for itself against Me, saying, 'My own hand has saved me.' 3 "Now therefore, proclaim in the hearing of the people, saying, 'Whoever is fearful and afraid, let him turn and depart at once from Mount Gilead.' " And twenty-two thousand of the people returned, and ten thousand remained. 4 But the LORD said to Gideon, "The people are still too many; bring them down to the water, and I will test them for you there. Then it will be, that of whom I say to you, 'This one shall go with you,' the same shall go with you; and of whomever I say to you, 'This one shall not go with you,' the same shall not go." 5 So he brought the people down to the water. And the LORD said to Gideon, "Everyone who laps from the water with his tongue, as a dog laps, you shall set apart by himself; likewise everyone who gets down on his knees to drink." 6 And the number of those who lapped, putting their hand to their mouth, was three hundred men; but all the rest of the people got down on their knees to drink water. 7 Then the LORD said to Gideon, "By the three hundred men who lapped I will save you, and deliver the Midianites into your hand. Let all the other people go, every man to his place." 8 So the people took provisions and their trumpets in their hands. And he sent away all the rest of Israel, every man to his tent, and retained those three hundred men. Now the camp of Midian was below him in the valley.”
B. Look at the accomplishments of 300.

4. ELIJAH -  

A. 1 KINGS 18:1-4 – “And it came to pass after many days that the word of the LORD came to Elijah, in the third year, saying, "Go, present yourself to Ahab, and I will send rain on the earth." 2 So Elijah went to present himself to Ahab; and there was a severe famine in Samaria. 3 And Ahab had called Obadiah, who was in charge of his house. (Now Obadiah feared the LORD greatly. 4 For so it was, while Jezebel massacred the prophets of the LORD, that Obadiah had taken one hundred prophets and hidden them, fifty to a cave, and had fed them with bread and water.)  Elijah had the support yet he ran.
B. 1 KINGS 19:10 – “So he said, "I have been very zealous for the LORD God of hosts; for the children of Israel have forsaken Your covenant, torn down Your altars, and killed Your prophets with the sword. I alone am left; and they seek to take my life.”  
C. 1 KINGS 19:14 – “And he said, "I have been very zealous for the LORD God of hosts; because the children of Israel have forsaken Your covenant, torn down Your altars, and killed Your prophets with the sword. I alone am left; and they seek to take my life.”  Notice his discouragement.
D. 1 KINGS 19:17-18 – “It shall be that whoever escapes the sword of Hazael, Jehu will kill; and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha will kill. 18 Yet I have reserved seven thousand in Israel, all whose knees have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.”  There are still a faithful few!
E. REV. 3:4 – “You have a few names even in Sardis who have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk with Me in white, for they are worthy.” With the Lord quality is more important than quantity.

CONCLUSION – Even today the faithful are still few, the wicked are never so many that the Lord will not destroy them, but the Lord will reward those who are faithful to the end – REV. 2:10 – “Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.”
