FAITHFULNESS – 9 - GOD FEARING MEN
ECCLESIAISTES 12:13- TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Many in our nation are concerned with the breaking up of the home and in particular the role filled by fathers.  They make statements such as we need more good fathers.  What do they mean by the phrase “good fathers” one who works hard to provide for his family, one who is willing to spend time with his children whether it is doing homework or coaching a little league team or being active in the parental support groups at the school.  All of these things are fine and good qualities for a father to possess but what does God require of us as fathers and men – God expects more – ECCL. 12:13 -Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, For this is man's all. 

God actually expects men to fear him and keep his commandments if we are successful in doing that everything else we need to do to be a good father will fall into place.  Actually you cannot be a good father in the eyes of God without being a God fearing man.  What we want to do in our lesson today is look in the Bible and consider the lives of some God fearing men.

TEN GOD FEARING MEN - 

I. ABEL – 
A. GEN. 4:2-4 – If we want to be respected as fathers the first step is for us to respect God, if God says it we do it – no questions!!!
B. HEB. 11:4 – We show our respect for God by exercising our faith.  Listen to his instructions and follow them.
II. ENOCH – 

A. GEN. 5:21-24 – Enoch walked with God - not ahead of God or way behind God but he walked with God which implies he was strong in the faith.
B. 2 COR. 5:7 – Paul instructed the Corinthians to walk by faith and not by sight.  If want to walk in a way so that we will not stumble then we must walk by faith because that is the wisdom of God when we walk by sight we trust the wisdom of men.
C. HEB. 11:5 – If as a father we please God then we will please everyone we sustain a relationship with – our brethren, our wife, our children, and our employer.
III. NOAH – 

A. GEN. 6:6-8 – Noah found grace – favor in the sight of God.
B. GEN. 7:5 – How did Noah find this favor with God – by doing all the Lord commanded him to do.
C. HEB. 11:7 – Noah trusted God he had not seen rain yet but he believed God when he said he would send a flood since he trusted God he built an ark.
IV. ABRAHAM – 

A. GEN. 12:1-4 – God told Abram to leave his home and he left.
B. HEB. 11:8-10; 17-19 – He went out not knowing where he was going.  He also offered up Isaac his son of promise counting God as able to raise him from the dead.  
V. MOSES – 

A. EX. 2:5-11 – When Moses was grown he went to his brethren.  He stepped away from the life of a king and made a commitment to God.
B. HEB. 11:23-26 – He chose to suffer affliction with the people of God and turned his back on the riches of Egypt.  Sometimes we must make sacrifices to serve God and be the type of father we should be.
VI. DAVID – 

A. 1 SAM. 17:38-47 – Courage and trust in God.

B. ACTS 13:22 – A man after God’s own heart.  No higher compliment or praise could be given to a father.

VII. DANIEL – 
A. DAN. 1:8 – He exercised self control.

B. DAN. 6:3-4 – He exhibited integrity.  Show yourself to be a man of integrity before your children.   Let them see the proper example.

C. DAN. 6:10 – Daniel was prayerful. Be an example of one who prays to God with your children.
VIII. NEHEMIAH – 

A. NEH. 6:15-16 – He had a mind to work and motivated others (leader) to do the same.
B. NEH. 8:1-3, 8-9 – He made sure others were instructed and understood the word of God.

IX. PAUL – 

A. PHIL. 4:13 – Paul had a zeal and enthusiasm for serving Christ.

B. PHIL. 1:21 – Total commitment – we need fathers who are committed to God so they will in turn be committed to their wife and to the proper up bringing of their children.

C. 1 THESS. 2:8-12 – Paul extended himself in service to others.

X. PETER – 

A. LUKE 22:54-62 – Peter was a man who fell but he did not quit, give up, or give in.  He sinned in denying Christ but he overcame his moment of weakness to become one who boldly preached the gospel to others and was very successful in his teaching efforts.

B. ACTS 2:32-38 – The man who fell rose again to do great things for Christ who he had previously denied.
CONCLUSION – 

None of the men we mentioned in our lesson were perfect, but they did fear God and live by faith.

None of the men present here today are perfect. 

God is looking for a few good men - Men who will fear God and seek to live by faith!!!
