FREEDOM
JOHN 8:32
INTRODUCTION – We have just celebrated what our nation calls Independence Day.  This time brings to our minds the thoughts of the freedoms we enjoy.  Freedom is something we celebrate, cherish and enjoy but freedom is not free.  It does not come without a cost and this is also true when it comes to our spiritual freedom – JN. 8:32.  We can be set free in the spiritual sense from sin when we know and obey the truth.  

The question remains how this truth came into existence.   It did not just appear but it came about as a result of great sacrifice.  The purpose of our lesson today is to come to the understanding of how we obtain spiritual freedom.

HOW DO WE OBTAIN SPIRITUAL FREEDOM?
I. SACRIFICE – No freedom can be obtained without a willingness to sacrifice.

A. JN. 15:12-13 – Spiritual freedom would not be possible for us today if it were not for the sacrifice of Christ.  He lovingly and willingly gave his life so we could have the hope of eternal life.

B. JN. 3:16-17 – God so loved the world that “he gave” his only begotten Son – Why? That the world thru him might be saved.  That we might break the bonds of sin that shackles us and truly be free from sin.
C. PHIL. 2:5-8 – Christ left the glory of heaven to go to the cross as a sacrifice for our sins.

D. EPH. 1:7 – It took the shedding of his blood to take away our sin so we could be set free.

E. HEB. 10:10-14 – His sacrifice is able to perfect those who are sanctified.

II. SERVICE – Freedom can only be retained by service.  I.E. – Military service
A. MARK 10:43-45 – If we desire to be great in the exercise of our spiritual freedom this can only be done thru service.

B. MATT. 21:28-31 – Which son did the will of the Father the one who was willing to serve?
C. LUKE 6:46 – Why do we call Jesus Lord?   Which means he is our ruler our master and then we refuse to serve him?

D. LUKE 9:23-26 – Taking up our cross and following Jesus is part of our service to him.  We deny self to pursue the greater good.

E. MATT. 28:18-20 – The responsibility of the work and service connected with spiritual freedom.  We are free and we want others to liberated from their sins also.
III. INVOLVEMENT – Freedom can only be maintained if we are involved in this process.  Notice the involvement of the 1st century Christians.
A. ACTS 2:36-41 – Notice how those gathered on Pentecost were instructed so they could gain their spiritual freedom.  Are you free?  It cannot happen until you have your sins forgiven!!!
B. ACTS 2:41 – Spiritual freedom is a choice.  Do not remain in bondage to sin.
C. ACTS 2:42-47 – Those who obeyed became involved.  This involvement is what leads to our spiritual growth.  It is one thing to be spiritually free from our sins but we must learn so we can grow in our faith.

D. ACTS 8:1-4 – As a result of their growth their faith became so strong that even persecution could not keep them from preaching the word.
E. ACTS 9:31 – The end result of involvement due to our spiritual freedom is that the church will grow, but we have to be willing to be involved.  

CONCLUSION – 

Are you free from your sins; Jesus made the sacrifice so you could be?

Are you active in service for the Lord?  

Are you involved or sitting on the side lines?

Is your faith growing?

