GLORIFYING GOD
1 PETER 4:11

INTRODUCTION – We often sing a song “To God Be the Glory” great thing he hath done, but do we really glorify God as we live each day of our lives.  As the scriptures instruct us the goal of every Christian should be to glorify God – 1 PET. 4:11.   Giving glory to God is a subject often discussed in the scriptures.  What does this Bible word actually mean and how it is defined?  Simply put the word glory means to honor or praise.  To glorify God is to “magnify, praise and ascribe honor, to acknowledge God as to his being (deity), attributes and acts.”
The purpose of this lesson is to understand what the Bible has to say about glory and glorifying God.

GLORIFYING GOD:

I. WHO IS WORTHY OF GLORY?  We have many examples of people in the Bible who thought God was worthy of being glorified.
A. EX. 15:1-2 – Moses thought God was the one who was worthy of being glorified when he delivered the Israelites from Egyptian bondage.

B. 1 CHRON. 29:10-16 – David glorified God when he prepared for the building of the temple by collecting the materials that would eventually be used in its construction.

C. LUKE 2:9-14 – The angles recognized that at the birth of Jesus he was worthy to be glorified because of his deity.

II. WHY SHOULD WE GLORIFY GOD?
A. First and foremost is because of the fact that he is God – 
1. GEN. 1:1; ACTS 17:24-29 – CREATOR - God is the creator and the sustainer of all things.

2. PSA. 139:13-16 – The psalmist recognized that God is the giver of life.  He gave life to you and me.

3. JN. 1:14 – God is loving and kind and full of grace.  God gave us his Son.

4. JN. 9:31 – God hears and answers our prayers.

5. EPH. 1:3 – We should glorify God because we understand that every spiritual blessing we have comes from his hand.

B. Because we are commanded to – 

1. 1 COR. 10:31 – What ever we do it should be to the glory of God!!!  
2. 1 COR. 1:31 – If we are to glory it must be in the Lord not in self.

C. It is our purpose as a Christian – 

1. EPH. 1:11-14 – It is our purpose for being a Christian to glorify God.

2. ISA. 43:5-7 – The purpose of the children of God has always been to give glory to his name.

III. HOW DO WE GLORIFY GOD?  COL. 3:17 – What ever we do in word or deeds do all in the name of the Lord.  Why?  Because it is only then that he is glorified.
A. By our words – 

1. EPH. 4:29 – By our speech do we glorify our God.  Does my speech each day indicate that I love God and desire to glorify his name?

2. DAN. 2:20-23 – I.E. – Daniel and his prayer. Notice how he honored and praised God as he spoke to him. In our prayers do we glorify God?    
3. EPH. 5:19, COL. 3:16 – We glorify God when we sing as her instructs us to do.

B. By our deeds – 

1. 1 COR. 6:19-20 – Do we use our body to glorify God?

2. JN. 4:24; MATT. 15:8-9 – Is our worship true or in vain?  In our worship we glorify God if and only if we follow his commandments not the teachings of men.
3. JN. 15:8 – We glorify God when we bear fruit.

4. 1 PET. 2:12 – We glorify God when we live pure lives and our conduct is honorable.  Our example is important!!!!

5. 1 PET. 4:15-16 – We glorify God when we suffer for Christ because we are righteous.

CONCLUSION – 

To God be the glory!!!

Are we glorifying God in all we do?

You begin glorifying God when you become a Christian.

If you are a Christian you continue to glorify God by being faithful.

