HOME – PARENTS OWE THEIR CHILDREN
2 COR. 13:5 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – What do we, as parents owe our children?  We owe them the chance of heaven and we cannot give them this chance if we do not examine ourselves to see if we are in the faith as our text suggests..  Oftentimes today you hear parents say they cannot understand where they went wrong in raising their children.  Their children are now unfaithful and they just cannot figure it out. Maybe the reason they are having a hard time understanding the situation is that they never considered they owed their children something as they were raising them.

PARENTS OWE CHILDREN:

1. ILLUSTRATION – It has been said a picture is worth a thousand words.  What type of picture of faithfulness do your children see?

a. MATT. 10:34-39 – Jesus plainly tells us we must put God first and foremost in our lives.  We must love God more than we love our children.  Parents is that what we show them as we live our lives?

i. Girl Scouts 

ii. Boy Scouts 

iii. Recreational sports – Little League

b. GEN. 22:1-12 – Did Abraham love God more than he did his son of promise Isaac?  

c. GEN. 26:5 – Why was Abraham a good father?  He obeyed God!

i. Everyday we have the opportunity to show our children we love god more than them.  How are we doing?

ii. It takes more than mere words to teach children.  It takes a good illustration. A clear picture, and a godly example.

2. INVESTMENT – As parents we need to invest in the future of our children.

a. 1 TIM. 3:1-5 – Elders must have of necessity made an investment in their children and their future.  To dare to discipline is to invest in your child’s future..

b. 1 TIM. 5:8 – Many parents realize their obligation to invest in their child’s future financially and are willing to do so (college prepaid plans), but the most important investment they can make for their child is seeing the spiritual needs of the child are met..

c. TITUS 1:6 – Elders are men who have understood the principles God’s word teaches and made application of them to their lives and the lives of their children.

3. RESTRAINMENT – Parents must love their children enough to restrain them.

a. 1 SAM. 2:22-25; 1 SAM. 3:10-13 – Eli sons were involved in sin and he did not restrain them.

b. PROV. 13:24; PROV. 22:15 – If you love your children discipline them.

4. CONTENTMENT – Parents we must show our children by our actions there are more important things than money.

a. HEB. 13:5-6 – Do your children see someone who is content with the material possessions they have or do they see someone who is never satisfied and constantly longing for the things of this world?  

b. JOHN 6:27 – What work do they see is most important to you?

c. MATT. 6:19-21 – Children need to see parents who are busy working storing up spiritual treasure here on earth.  Do they know where your heart is?

5. VERIFICATION – As parents we need to verify to our children that we believe God’s word is truth, and they must see it in our lives that we live before them.

a. ROM. 13:1-6 – What attitude do our children see in us toward our government and its laws?  Do they see us cheating on taxes, failing to observe laws of the land?

b. EPH. 4:28; EPH. 5:3-5 – Do we still dabble in sin?  Let it not once be named among you.

6. EXPLANATION – Parents owe children a Biblical explanation.  

a. EPH. 6:4 – If you do not want to provoke your children to wrath give them a biblical explanation for their questions.

b. PROV. 4:23-27 – We must ponder the path we will take.

i. Smoking 

ii. Alcohol

iii. Drugs

CONCLUSION – 
Parents the most important thing we owe our children is the chance of heaven.  
Are we giving them this chance? 

2 TIM. 3:14-15 – The mother of Timothy gave him this chance.  

Children need to be taught:

1) Sin is transgression against the law of God. – 1 JN. 3:4
2) Sin pays wages. – ROM. 6:23
3) ROM. 3:23 – All have sinned and thus in need of the forgiveness of God.

4) ROM. 5:6-9 – God loves us in spite of our sin

