HOME – HEALTHY ATITUDES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

MATTHEW 18:1-7 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – As parents we are often concerned with the health of our children.  When they are young we see that they get their shots, eat and rest properly.  Even when they become older and begin to participate in sports we make sure they have a physical and are deemed as healthy to participate. 

Many times parents overlook something that is just as important as their health and that is there attitude.  God loves young people who have a healthy attitude. MATT. 18:1-7 – One who is to be in the kingdom, must be as a little child in attitude.  Humbleness is trait God loves to see in young people.  

Young people today what is your attitude?  Peter by inspiration instructs of some things we need to add to our faith.  2 PET. 1:5-11 – If we do not add to our faith we have the wrong attitude, and are unhealthy in a spiritual sense. Healthy young people must know sound doctrine. TITUS 1:9 – Young people are you holding fast to what you have been taught?  Many young people have the attitude they cannot wait till they are no longer at home so they can live life as they please.

We are going to study today four healthy attitudes young people need to possess:

1. SOLOMON’S ATTITUDE – GOD’S PRECEPTS ARE RIGHT
a. God’s precepts are right – PSA. 119:1-11 – but some young people have the attitude they know it all.  They are not willing to listen to instruction of any type.

b. God is the one who knows it all. – PSA. 147:4-5 – God knows the number of the stars, do you?

c. 1 KINGS 3:5-14 – Solomon’s prayer as a young man pleased God.  Solomon realized God knows it all and he leaned upon Jehovah. – 1 KINGS 9:1-7 – God would bless Solomon as long as he had the right attitude.

d. Do you lean on Jehovah for his advise about modesty? – 1 TIM. 2:8-9; MATT. 5:27-28
2. SAMUEL’S ATTITUDE – UNDERSTANDING THE CONCEPTS OF LOVE
a. Do you have the proper concepts of love? – 1 JN. 3:18-19 – This is the biblical concept of love.

b. MATT. 22:37 – Do you love the Lord with all your heart?  If you love something you talk about it.  When is the last time you talked with someone about Jesus?

c. JN. 14:15 – “If ye love me keep my commandments.”  Do I have the attitude of love or is it something that I just say but never really do?

d. Example of a young man who loved God – Samuel. – 1 SAM. 2:18; 26 – Samuel’s attitude toward God was that I’ll just show you how much I love you.  Many young people have the attitude that I’ll just show you but it is for wrong reason instead of the right one.  I’ll just show you I am not going to listen to the advise of your parents.

e. Paul told Timothy that as a young man he could be a LEADER if he had the right attitude. – 1 TIM. 4:11-16 – Do you have the right attitude and the proper concept of love? – GAL. 2:20-21
3. ATTITUDE OF PREPARATION – AM I PREPARED?
a. Am I prepared to serve Jehovah?  2 TIM. 2:19-22 – Do you want to be a vessel for honor?  Then you must be prepared for every good work

b. We need young people with the attitude of Isaiah – ISA. 6:5-8
c. PSA. 4:3-5 – Do you want to be that person that God is using for His glory?  Many young people have the attitude that would say no, let someone else do it.  

d. We all have some talent and the question is will we use it for God. – 1 COR. 6:19-20 – Do I glorify God in my body? 

e. I can be a lifter of spirits. – 1 TIM. 4:15-16 – Lift them out of sin by taking heed and continuing in the doctrine of Christ?  The sad part is there are many today that say doctrine does not make any difference.  This is truly a display of the wrong type of attitude.

4. ATTITUDE TOWARD TRUTH – IT PURIFIES YOUR HEART
a. 1 PET. 1:18-22 – Our souls are purified because of the precious blood of Christ.

b. JN. 8:31-32 – Only the truth purifies us and sets us free.

c. We are to purify ourselves as Christ is pure and He always thought before he leaped. – PROV. 4:23-27 – Young and old alike need to think about every decision we make.  Take your time think about it, ponder it, and look before you leap!

d. LUKE 2:49-51- Jesus thought about every decision He made and considered if it would be beneficial to the Father’s business.

e. JN. 8:12 – Jesus was a lighter, He enlightened people about the truth and He wants us to let our light shine. – MATT. 5:16 

CONCLUSION – 
There are many religious people all over the world who are not truly enlightened, because they did not look into God’s word and really investigate it before they leaped.  
This is precisely why many young people are susceptible to religious cults.  Jesus told us in MATT. 7:21-23 – many who are religious, will not be acceptable to God because they had the wrong attitude.  The attitude they could act without authority of God and did not have to consider His will. 
Young people always have the attitude that you will serve God and you will do it his way.  If you are not a Christian change your attitude and become one today!

