IF JESUS HAD NOT DIED
EPHESIANS 1:3 - TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Many lessons and sermons have been delivered about the life and accomplishments of Jesus life and death and rightfully so.  We reflect on the life and death of Jesus each first day of the week when we partake of the Lord’s Supper, but what if Christ had not died?  Where would we be?  What would be our status spiritually speaking?

IF JESUS HAD NOT DIED:

1. THERE WOULD HAVE BEEN NO PERFECT SACRIFICE – 

A. HEB. 9:24-26 – Jesus sacrifice was not just any sacrifice but one that was able to put away sin.

B. HEB. 10:1-4 – The Law of Moses and blood of bulls and goats offered under that law could not take away sin, because it was not the perfect sacrifice.
C. HEB. 10:9-14 – Jesus sacrifice was so perfect it was one time for all time.

D. HEB. 10:26-30 – Do not ignore or take for granted the benefits of the sacrifice of Christ on our behalf.

2. THERE WOULD BE NO GRACE AVAILABLE –

A. JN. 1:17 – Jesus was full of grace and truth
B. EPH. 1:7 – If Jesus did not die we could not enjoy the riches of his grace.

C. EPH. 2:4-10 – Our condition was that we were dead in sin – But by God’s grace we are made alive in Christ Jesus. 

D. TITUS 2:11-14 – Grace teaches us there are certain things we should and should not do.

3. THERE WOULD BE NO JUSTIFICATION – 

A. TITUS 3:4-8 – Without grace the only way man could be justified would be by perfect law keeping which no man has ever done.
B. ROM. 5:1-2 – We can only stand justified before God because of the death of Christ.
C. 1 COR. 6:9-11 – Note the condition of the Corinthian before becoming washed, sanctified, and justified.
D. ROM. 5:24 – We are only justified from our sin because of the death of Jesus - Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification.
4. THERE WOULD BE NO ULTIMATE EXAMPLE OF LOVE – 

A. EPH. 5:1-2 – We are instructed to walk in love as Christ loved us – how did he love us – with a selfless type of love - a love that put others first.

B. PHIL. 2:5-11 – Jesus left the glory of heaven because of his love for you and me!!!

C. ROM. 5:6-11 - We can only receive atonement, reconciliation, and justification because of the love of Jesus Christ.
5. THERE WOULD BE NO CHURCH – 

A. 2 TIM. 2:10 – Salvation is only in Christ

B. EPH. 1:22-23 – The spiritual body of Christ is his church.
C. ACTS 2:47 – If Jesus had not died there would be no church to add the saved to.

D. EPH. 3:21 – There would be nothing to give him glory

6. THERE WOULD BE NO PERFECT EXAMPLE OF OBEDIENCE AND NO ACCESS TO HEAVEN – 

A. PHIL. 2:8 – Notice what Paul wrote about Christ - And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.
B. HEB. 5:8-9 – The Hebrew writer expressed these thoughts - though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which He suffered. 9 And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him, 

C. REV. 22:14 – WE could not go to heaven if it were not for Christ and his obedience to the will of the Father. Heaven is a place for those who have been obedient to God - Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter through the gates into the city.
CONCLUSION – 

If Jesus had not died we would be lost eternally and bound for a devil’s hell.

The good news of the gospel is that Jesus did die for you and me.

Are you taking advantage of the death of Jesus?

Salvation is available in Christ – ACTS 4:12
