SPIRITUAL TUNE-UP

1 TIMOTHY 1:5-8 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – What do you do if your car is not running right or is sluggish?  You think it might be time for a tune-up.  So we go to our mechanic and they check the plugs, the plug wires, fuel filters, air filters and maybe even clean the injectors on our engine.  He will do what ever it takes to tune up the vehicle so it can run like it should and be dependable and trustworthy.  Some times we as Christians need to be tuned up so to speak so we act and live in a way that pleases God.  Read Text – Do we have pure heart, a good conscience and unfeigned faith?  If not we need to get a spiritual tune-up.

SPIRITUAL ADJUSTMENTS AND CHECKPOINTS – 

1. HUMILTY – Is our humility in check or is it running out of control. 

a. EPH. 4:1-3 – Notice the first thing Paul tells us in regard to our walk by faith is to do so with humility.  Humility is the ability to put others ahead of ourselves.

b. MATT. 18:3-4 – Humility had to be present for us to become a Christian and what we need to remember is that is remain with us in order for us to be faithful. 

c. PHIL. 2:3-9 – Humility is what allowed Christ to come to earth on our behalf.  Notice he was rewarded for his humility – God highly exalted him.

d. JAMES 4:6-10 – God will lift us up if we humbly submit.

e. 1 PET. 5:5-7 – If we are proud we need to tune-up our humility to the point that God will bless us with his grace.

2. INTEGRITY – Would we die for one word of truth?  Story of first century Christians who were instructed to affirm that Caesar is God.

a. JOB 27:3-6 – Job is a great example of integrity – he would not follow the advice of his wife to curse God and die.

b. PSA. 26:1-3 – The psalmist said he walked in integrity and then he said he walked in truth.  The point needs to be made we cannot be Christians who have integrity if we are not willing to walk according to truth.

c. DAN. 3:10-18 – What about the integrity of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego?

d. DAN. 6:4-10 – The example of Daniel’s integrity and loyalty to God.

e. GAL. 2:11-14 – Why did Paul confront Peter?  His integrity and loyalty to Christ demanded it.  Paul knew only the truth sets us free and sanctifies us.

3. IDENTITY – Do we identify with Christ and follow his example?

a. 1 PET. 2:21-24 – What is our identity righteousness and holiness or living in sin?  We can say righteousness but is there any evidence of that in our life? 

b. 1 PET. 4:1-4 – Is your life truly different now that you are a Christian  - is there any evidence if so others will notice the change in you.

c. TITUS 2:11-14 – Am I a peculiar person and really zealous for good works.  Or am I just like everyone else who says they are a Christian and you cannot really distinguish them from the people of the world.

d. GAL. 2:20 – Does Christ truly live in me?

e. MATT. 25:14-30 – If Christ truly lives in me then I will use my talent for him and his kingdom.  Why was the one talent man condemned?  He was afraid to use what he had been given – vs. 25
CONCLUSION – 
When we have our car tuned up it runs better, more efficient, and more dependable.  After going thru spiritual adjustments we are better suited to be the faithful worker God would have us to be.  
Do not fail to make the adjustments necessary in your life- HEB. 2:1-3 

Do not let neglect the great salvation available in Christ we need to be finely tuned to doing his will.

