SPIRITUAL WARFARE – 1
2 CORINTHIANS 10:3-5 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Today our nation is involved in a war on terrorism.  War is a conflict that involves a host of armies. In our text God is speaking to us as Christians and informing us we are in a spiritual warfare – to serve in a military campaign in a figurative sense.  2 COR. 10:3-5 -For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. 4 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, 5 casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ, 6 and being ready to punish all disobedience when your obedience is fulfilled. 
Sometimes we act as if Satan is only the enemy of God but we need to understand that he is the enemy of man also.  Let’s look at two scriptures to make our point – 
Enemy of God - MATT. 13:36-39 - Then Jesus sent the multitude away and went into the house. And His disciples came to Him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the tares of the field." 37 He answered and said to them: "He who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field is the world, the good seeds are the sons of the kingdom, but the tares are the sons of the wicked one. 39 The enemy who sowed them is the devil, the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are the angels
Enemy of man - 1 PET. 5:8 -Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.
We need to understand we are in a fight that is a life and death situation and it is a fight to the death – JN. 8:44 - You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it.
AS WE ENGAGE IN THIS SPIRITUAL WARFARE WE MUST:
I. RECOGNIZE THE SOURCE OF OUR POWER – 

A. EPH. 6:10 – We can only truly be strong when we are in the Lord.  Do not rely on your own strength - trust God!
B. PHIL. 4:13 – God and I make a majority together we can whip the devil.  We must have the positive can-do attitude! Place our confidence in his power.  I.E. – David vs. Goliath
C. COL. 1:15-18 – The creator of the universe is the one we recognize as the source of our power.
D. HEB. 2:9-15 – Christ is our Captain he is the one we should follow.  He is battle tested. He has defeated Satan before and he can help us do it again.
E. 1 TIM. 6:15-16 – Christ is the king of Kings and Lord of Lords.  His power cannot be matched.
II. UNDERSTAND THE CAUSES OF THIS WARFARE – 

A. JAMES 4:1-4 – Desires for pleasure and to fulfill the lust of our flesh are what Satan uses so we will be attracted to the world.
B. 1 JN. 2:15-17 – Note the warning of the apostle John – love not the world!
C. 1 PET. 2:11 – Our lust wage war against our soul.
D. EPH. 2:1-3 – Note our condition before we obeyed the gospel.  We were children of wrath waging war against God.
E. ROM. 8:5-8 – This war is the carnal man vs. the spiritual man.

F. JAMES 1:13-16 – Who entices man to lust to the point that he sins? The answer is the devil – our adversary.
III. AS SOLDIERS WE NEED TO SIZE UP OUR ENEMY – 

A. EPH. 6:12 – A soldier needs to understand his enemy.  Our struggle is not with flesh and blood it is in the spiritual realm where we struggle with Satan.  Our enemy is invisible because he is a spirit.  So if we are to conquer him we need the most powerful spirit to help us – God.
B. 2 COR. 11:13-15 – Satan is a master of disguise and counterfeit and so he uses false prophets and false teachers to deceive us with smooth words.
C. 1 TIM. 4:1-5 – Satan is skilled in using deceptive words to seduce man.
D. 2 THESS. 2:8-12 – Our enemy is strong but he is not as powerful as God so do not believe his propaganda put your trust in the truth.
E. REV. 12:9 - Deception is the primary weapon of Satan.  It is the favorite tool in his arsenal.
IV. A SOLDIER IN THE LORD’S ARMY MUST DECIDE TO ENDURE – 
A. 2 TIM. 2:1-5 – In order to endure we cannot allow ourselves to become entangled in the affairs of this life.
B. 1 TIM. 6:12 – We must stick to the end.  Many Christians fall on this spiritual battlefield they do not endure to the end because they become discouraged.
C. 2 TIM. 4:6-8 – Be of good courage others have made it before us so we can make it also.
D. 1 COR. 15:58 – Be steadfast, do not quit, do not give up and do not give in, do not surrender to Satan.
V. A SOLDIER MUST BE FAMILIAR WITH THE WEAPONS HE HAS AT HIS DISPOSAL – 

A. EPH. 6:17-18 – Paul told the Ephesians to put on the whole armor of God and take your only offensive weapon the sword of the Spirit which is the word of God and be able to use it with expertise.  He also instructs them to pray even though they are fully protected by the armor of God.
B. ACTS 6:4 – Example of the apostles – they gave themselves to the ministry of the word and prayer.
C. ACTS 7:59-60 – After the defense given by Stephen he used the only weapon he had available to him as he was being stoned.  There is power in prayer!!!
CONCLUSION –

How are you doing in this spiritual warfare?

Whose side are you on?

Victory is only found in Christ!!! 
