SPIRITUAL WARFARE - 2
REVELATION 19:11-16 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – REV. 19:11-16 - Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war. 12 His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns. He had a name written that no one knew except Himself. 13 He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. 14 And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses. 15 Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 16 And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. 

In our text the apostle of love, John gives us a clear picture of the spiritual warfare that takes place on earth between those who follow Christ and those who serve Satan.  As we noted in our previous lesson this war is not one of flesh and blood, but it indeed is a fight to the death.  Remember the exhortation of Paul to Timothy – 1 TIM. 6:12 – Fight the good fight of faith.  We will not be able to lay hold on eternal life without being victorious over our adversary – 1 PET. 5:8. 

As a good soldier in the Lord’s army we must endure and fight to the end.  

A SOLDIER IN THE LORD’S ARMY REALIZES: 

I. THE CAUSE IS GREATER THAN SELF – 

A. LUKE 14:16-23 – What was the real reason those invited to this feast did not come?  They had other things they wanted to do to please self.  The most important person to each of these individuals was self.
B. LUKE 9:22-26 – Service to our king in the kingdom of God is more important than self or selfish interests.  Many do not faithfully assemble today and we ask why?  Most of the time it is to please self – something I want to do or some place I want to be.
C. LUKE 9:57-62 – A soldier cannot help those who are dead so he tends to the living and so it is with the gospel of Christ we need to tend to the living those who have been wounded by Satan and yet they are alive.  What do they need?  The answer is the gospel!!!  In order to help others with the gospel I have to come to the conclusion that the cause of Christ is greater than self.
II. UNDERSTANDS SEPARATIONS FROM FAMILY AND FRIENDS –
A. MATT. 10:32-39 – We may be called upon to leave family and friends in order to serve in the Lord’s army.
B. LUKE 14:26 - We must love our life and relatives less than we love Christ.  He must have preeminence in our lives.
III. SOMETIMES SACRIFICES MATERIAL GAINS –
A. MARK 10:23-32 – In order to put God first we must have the proper attitude toward riches.  Whatever we leave in this world, we will gain in eternal life multiplied many times over.  We need to strive to lay up treasures in heaven not earth.
B.  1 TIM. 6:6-8 – You might say, but I do not have anything to sacrifice.  I am poor.  To you God instructs that a good soldier learns to be content with what he has.
C. PHIL. 4:11-12 – Paul learned as a good soldier of the cross to be content whatever his state. 

IV. HE MUST BE WILLING TO SUBMIT – 

A. ROM. 12:1-3 – we must be willing to submit the whole man not just the physical man our spiritual service involves our mind, our emotions, our assets, and our ability, everything we have.  Do not conform to the this world but rather be transformed.

B. EPH. 5:1-8 – Do not follow behavior that is not fitting saints. Walk as children of light.  Imitate God and follow Christ.
V. HE MUST EXEMPLIFY HEAVENLY CONDUCT BECAUSE HE SERVES THE KING – 

A. 1 TIM. 3:15 – Do we know how to conduct our self in the presence of the King we serve?
B. MATT. 28:18-20 – Christ has all power and since he is King he is telling us by his authority to go teach – baptize – teach.
C. 1 PET. 2:21-25 – Christ is our example, but the question is do we follow him.
D. 1 JN. 2:1-5 – We must obey our King and commander.  Good soldiers follow orders.
E. PHIL. 1:27 – Does your conduct or life in Christ become the gospel of Christ?  Is it worthy of you wearing the name of your king – Christian.
VI. HE MUST HAVE AN ETERNAL VIEWPOINT ABOUT THE BATTLES IN THIS LIFE – 

A. 2 COR. 4:7-18 – Paul describes the spiritual warfare in this passage of scripture and instructs us to focus on the things that are eternal not on the persecution we face which is temporary.  All the persecution you face in serving Christ is light compared to the burden of sin that will weigh you down in the kingdom of Satan.
B. HEB. 12:1-3 – Sometimes soldiers get discouraged. If you are getting discouraged just look to your king and commander Jesus for encouragement.
CONCLUSION – 

Are you serving in the Lord’s army?

If you are in the Lord’s army are you a good soldier?

Endurance is required to continue to fight the good fight of faith!!!
