THE DEVICES OF SATAN

2 CORINTHIANS 2:11 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – How do you view the devil?  Is he some cartoon character who has a forked tail and a pitch fork in his hand? In order to be successful in our service to Christ we must come to the full realization that Satan is real.  2 COR. 2:11 - lest Satan should take advantage of us; for we are not ignorant of his devices. In our text Paul is warning the brethren at Corinth to not let Satan gain an advantage over them.  If we are not conscious of Satan and acknowledge his existence he will get the upper hand – 

Jesus recognized the temptations of Satan – LUKE 4:8
Judas fell to Satan’s temptation – JN. 13:2, 27
Paul’s thorn in the flesh – 2 COR. 12:7-10
THE DEVICES OF SATAN:

1. HOW CAN SATAN GAIN AN ADVANTAGE

A. Failing to discipline – 1 COR. 5:1-6 – The church at Corinth had failed to discipline one who was a fornicator.

B. Refused him fellowship after he repented – 2 COR. 2:6-11
C. David’s sin – 2 SAM. 12:14 – Satan can gain an advantage over us when we reap the consequences of our sin.

D. Ungodliness of Israel – ROM. 2:21-24 – When those who should be godly act ungodly Satan gains an advantage because people will say if that is what religion is all about I do not want to have anything to do with it.

2. MAKE SATAN’S TASK DIFFICULT – 

A. Do not give Satan any breaks – EPH. 4:27 – Do not give Satan an occasion to make you stumble.

B. Resist him and he will flee - JAMES. 4:7 – Satan is basically a coward, but we must have the boldness to resist him.

C. Be sober and vigilant – 1 PET. 5:8 – How watchful would you be if there was a lion on the loose in your neighborhood?  Satan is that roaring lion so be careful!!!

D. Make no provision for the lust of the flesh – ROM. 13:14 – Let us walk properly.

3. WHAT ARE SOME OF THE DEVIL’S DEVICES – 
A. Discouragement – 
a. MATT. 16:21-23 – We can become discouraged by weak Christians, erring Christians, and Christians who just have a negative outlook  toward any aspect of the work of the Lord.
B. Disguise – 

a. 2 COR. 11:12-15 – Satan appears as a sheep but he is disguised he is really a wolf in sheep’s clothing.

b. 2 PET. 2:1-3 – Not all who appear to be godly truly are 

C. Appeals to man’s three basic weaknesses – 

a. 1 JN. 2:15-17 – The lust of the flesh, lust of eyes and pride of life are not of the Father, but of the world.

D. Accusations, Belittlement, Slander – 
a. 2 TIM. 3:12 - We will suffer persecution if we  live godly

b. MATT. 27:39-44 – What they said about Christ was not true yet he endured the humiliating treatment.

E. Doubt – 
a. 2 TIM. 3:16-17 – Do you ever doubt the accuracy of the bible?

b. MATT. 7:13-14 – That God and his way is narrow and demanding.

c. MATT. 16:16-18 – Do you ever doubt that there is just one church?

d. MARK 16:16 – Do you ever doubt that one could be saved without being baptized?  Invalid baptism because it was not immersion? 

F. Idleness – 

a. 1 TIM. 5:11-15 – Too much time on our hands is not a good thing.  It has been said that idle hands are the devil’s workshop.  We must be very careful because we have more leisure time today than ever before.

G. Confusion – Look at all the churches started by men – denominational religion.

a. MATT. 13:24-30, 36-43 – Denominations certainly practice lawlessness for they have no authority for many things they practice.

b. 1 COR. 14:33, 40 – Satan brings about confusion and disorder.

H. Snatching the word out of the heart – 

a. LUKE 8:12 – The devil comes and takes away the word from their heart, not sure just how this is accomplished but he does often hinder a seeker of truth as he searches for God.

I. Hardening of the heart – 

a. HEB. 3:12-13 – How does the heart become hardened? 
1.) Sowing wild oats

2.) Doing something wrong just once

3.) No one will never know

4.) Refusal to act at times when touched by the word of God

CONCLUSION – 

We need to beware of Satan’s devices.  
Are we aware?  Watch out the devil is trying to bring you down
Whose side are we on?  I. E. Choosing side when young for teams – Satan will use you abuse you - Hell

